
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council 

March 24, 2026 Minutes


JPNC Attendance: Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Lorenzo Bartoloni, Chase Brewster,               
Carla-Lisa Caliga, Alcurtis Clark, Peter DeCotis, Aiko Miller, Willie Mitchell, Purple Reign, Danielle Sommer Kieta, 
Bianca Terry, and Gert Thorn.

Elected at the meeting: Caleb Gonsalves, and Naima Haračić.

Other attendees: Syniyah Walker, Eric Herot, Jordan Clark, Rory Coffey, Dan Bisers, Scott Yates, iPhone, 

Melissa Beltran (Office of City Councillor Ben Weber), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Bernard Doherty.

1. Introductions: The members of the JP Neighborhood Council introduced themselves. The reporter from the Boston 

Bulletin introduced himself.

2. February 2026 minutes: The minutes from the February 24, 2026 meeting were tabled to the April meeting to allow 

for corrections.

3. Announcements and Council Updates:

3.1. Community Announcement:

- There was a public safety incident at Forest Hills MBTA station on Friday, March 20. There was a man armed with a 
butcher knife in the station and two police officers engaged in an intense struggle with him. There was a firearm 
discharged and three people were taken to the hospital. There was some confusion in the community and folks have 
additional questions.

3.2. Council Vacancies: 

There are now two vacancies on the JP Neighborhood Council - one in Area C and one at-large. Candidates may self-
nominate at this meeting. Caleb Gonsalves introduced himself and said he is interested in serving on the Neighborhood 
Council. He lives at 3231 Washington Street, which is in Area B, but would like to fill the vacancy in either district. He 
graduated from Boston University in 2010 and when he bought his home in Jamaica Plain, he benefited from the Flaherty 
Playground Dog Park. He is a serial entrepreneur working on his fifth company (digital operations). He is interested in the 
Parks+ Committee or the Housing & Development Committee. 

Naima Haračić O’Hare introduced herself at the January meeting, but didn’t attend in February. She is interested in policy 
and advocacy and wants to serve on the Council. She has a degree in political science and a Master of Law. Ms. Haračić 
moved to JP in 2025 and lives at 29 Brookside Avenue. She has traveled to Nepal where she worked with vulnerable 
children and has volunteered at MSPCA Angell in their CAL (Community Advocacy Leader) program. She said that she 
would like to see a law ending the commercial sale of cats and dogs. She is interested in the Public Service Committee or 
the Housing & Development Committee. 

Jordan Clark asked about what would be required to serve on the JPNC. He lives at 10 Stonley Road in Area C and is still 
learning about the neighborhood. He was encouraged to attend some of the Working Committee monthly meetings.

Motion by Michael Reiskind to nominate Caleb Gonsalves as a Council Member in Area C and Naima Haračić as a 
Council Member at-large. Seconded by Purple Reign. Passed 12-0-2. Caleb Gonsalves and Naima Haračić O’Hare took 
their seats on the Council. Lorenzo Bartoloni reminded them about the upcoming JPNC Election in May and asked if they 

are familiar with the procedure for getting on the ballot and running for a full-term seat on the JPNC.

4. Committee reports/recommendations:

4.1. Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met on Tuesday, March 3. On the agenda 
was a review of the last two years of Public Service initiatives and looking forward to the next two-year term. Mr. 
Reiskind said that the Committee was going to have fewer initiatives  and emphasize action and outcomes. Two initiatives 
he mentioned were the Streets List of needed repairs and the need for police walking beats in the business districts. The 
Committee will add sidewalk repairs to the Streets List to improve the mobility of walkers and handicapped/elderly 
pedestrians. The Committee also heard brief summaries of the new City of Boston beer and wine upgrade regulations and 
the new regulations for camera-enforced violations in bus lanes and at bus stops.

The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, April 7.

4.2. Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Danielle Sommer Kieta could not chair the Housing & 
Development Committee meeting on March 17. Purple Reign and Lorenzo Bartoloni reported on the meeting. 

There was a presentation from Frank Schillace, Richard Lynds (attorney), and Monte French (architect) on the proposal at 
408 South Huntington Avenue. It is in the early stages of review. It is a 5-story building with 48 residential units and 10 
parking spaces. There will be private decks on the upper floors. Parking and landscape plans were also discussed. 17% of 
the units (8 units) are affordable at 60-70% AMI (Area Median Income). Committee members raised concerns regarding 
building height, limited parking, and overall scale, with a preference expressed for a reduced height. The Committee also 
strongly encouraged the development team to increase affordability beyond the required 17%; the Council’s goal is 25% 
with deeper AMI levels and more family-sized units. Alcurtis Clark said that there should be better affordability, more 
three-bedroom units and a community room.




The Committee also received an update on the Shattuck Campus, where the state has issued a new Request for Proposals 
(RFP). There was a discussion about supportive housing. Bernie Doherty said that there has been a high level of drug use 
in the area and the drug treatment at the Shattuck is not very effective. It should be more recovery-oriented. The Shattuck 
cottages became a real problem in the area. 

The next Housing & Development Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, April 21.

4.3. Zoning Committee (ZC): David Baron reported that the Committee did not meet in March. There were no matters in 
the pipeline, which is very unusual.

Michael Reiskind asked about the zoning variance requests for 69 and 71 S. Huntington Avenue. While the parcels are in 
Jamaica Plain, the City of Boston Planning Department classifies them as being in Mission Hill.

The next Zoning Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, April 15 (no meeting on April 1). On the agenda will be the 
Rogerson proposal at 11 Beaufort Road / 434 Jamaicaway. Also on the agenda will be 24 Neillian Crescent.

4.4. Parks+ Committee: The Parks+ Committee is still without a Chair and did not meet. Sarah Freeman reported. 

The Jamaica Pond Boathouse Survey is still open and can be accessed here: https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-
and-recreation/project/jamaica-pond-boathouse-study#no-back.

The State-led planning has resumed at the Shattuck Hospital site. Written comments can be submitted at:

mortonstreetredevelopment@mass.gov. You can also take part in a survey at: https://shapeshattuck.com. 

The White Stadium issues will be active in April. White Stadium re-opens in March 2027. The court case appeal will be 
heard by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court on April 8.

There was a Franklin Park Capital Project Fair on March 19 at the William Devine Golf Course Clubhouse about the latest 
improvements happening throughout Franklin Park.

There is new fan noise at the State Lab building on South Street. There was installation of at least two very large new 
exhaust fans on their roof. As the scaffolding and screening has come down, the fans have come online creating much 
louder noise pollution twenty-four hours a day. Decibel meter readings show that the noise level is above city ordinances 
and is "unreasonable". The Committee should pursue remedies through the Boston Public Health Commission's 
Environmental Noise Office.

4.5. Outreach & Election Committees: Michael Reiskind reported on the Election Committee activity. Saturday, May 16 
is the date for the 2026 JPNC Election. The Election timeline will be from April 1 – May 16 as stated in the Candidate 
Nomination Packets. They will be ready for distribution in print and online on April 1. The Council needs support for the 
Election Committee (Renée Stacey Welch, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, Carla-Lisa Caliga, and Alcurtis Clark) and 
lots of volunteers, especially on Election Day. The anticipated need is for approximately 30 volunteers on Election Day. 
There are three polling locations - Stop & Shop, JP Licks, and The Food Hub in Forest Hills. Two-to-three volunteers are 
needed at each location for each shift. Willie Mitchell said he can supply tables and chairs for the Stop & Shop location, 
along with some volunteers from JS LOVS. There will be some training sessions for the poll workers. And the Election 
section of the JPNC website has been updated with up-to-date information.

Approximately twelve candidates from the 2025 election cycle have already expressed interest and been validated. All 
additional interested candidates should submit Nomination Packets and biographies.

The most important need is to recruit enough volunteers for Election Day.

5. Old Business: None

6. New Business: None

7. Community Activities:

- Events at the Jamaica Plain Branch of the Boston Public Library: https://www.bpl.org/locations/jamaica-plain/ 
- Events at JP Centre/South Main Streets: www.jpcentresouth.com/upcoming-events/.

- Events at the Loring Greenough House: https://loring-greenough.org/house-events/

- Events at the Jamaica Plain Historical Society: https://www.jphs.org/events

- Information about Squares & Streets, a citywide planning initiative on creating a vision for growth in key mixed-use 

neighborhood centers and main streets across Boston: www.bostonplans.org. 

8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:44pm.

Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind


Next scheduled JPNC meeting: Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 7:00PM via Zoom.

Next scheduled JPNC Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, April 23 at 7:00PM via Zoom
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