
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council 

February 24, 2026 Minutes


JPNC Attendance: Renée Stacey Welch, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, Eryn-Ashlei Bailey, David Baron,      
Lorenzo Bartoloni, Chase Brewster, Carla-Lisa Caliga, Alcurtis Clark, Peter DeCotis, Sarah Freeman, Aiko Miller,       
Willie Mitchell, Alessia Shelley, Danielle Sommer Kieta, and Gert Thorn.

Other attendees: Louise Johnson, Mark Freudenberger, Sophie Samaha, Kate Schassler, Scott Yates, State Representative 

Sam Montaño, City Councillor Ben Weber, and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).

The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by Renée Stacey Welch.

1. Introductions: The members of the JP Neighborhood Council introduced themselves. The reporter from the Boston 

Bulletin introduced himself.

2. January 2026 minutes: Motion by Bernie Doherty to approve the minutes from the January 27, 2026 meeting. 

Seconded by Willie Mitchell. Passed 12-0-2 (2 came late).

3. Council Business:

Openings currently exist for Chairs of the Parks+ Committee and Outreach Committee. The Council Chair urged folks to 

volunteer and contact the Executive Committee if you want to step up.

4. Committee reports/recommendations:

4.1. Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Danielle Sommer Kieta said that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on February 17. Representatives from the Mayor’s Office of Housing (MOH) were in attendance, 
including Sheila Dillon and Andy Feldman. Discussion centered on housing affordability, development challenges, and 
implementation of Plan:JP/Rox in Jamaica Plain. The H&DC emphasized the need for more deeply affordable units, and 
strategies to preserve affordability through property acquisition. Committee members and residents raised concerns about 
enforcement of recent changes in affordability at some developments. Alcurtis Clark brought up the changes at the 3326 
Washington Street and Doyle’s proposals and asked how could these be prevented in the future. The Mayor’s Office of 
Housing promised to have a better community process. Councillor Ben Weber said that he has brought up the problem of 
significant changes in developments not coming back to the community.

There were also updates on federal and state housing funding; there are new challenges from the federal Housing and 
Urban Development Department which is investigating the City for its Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) practices. 

Bernie Doherty said that he attended the H&DC meeting and heard that MOH is trying hard to create affordable housing, 
but resources are shrinking and the City probably cannot meet its goals. Chase Brewster asked if the process can be 
speeded up after the community review. Gert Thorn said that New York City has a five-month deadline for urban design 
review. Caliga said that she has witnessed Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) meetings that approved 
proposals in two minutes and without remarking that there were community objections. Caliga also asked where to get 
projections on how much housing of different types are needed in Boston. She added that reusing existing buildings for 
housing is the best alternative.

The Committee also discussed upcoming community engagement related to the Shattuck site redevelopment and 
encouraged participation in upcoming listening sessions.

The next Housing & Development Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, March 17.

4.2. Zoning Committee (ZC): David Baron reported that the Committee did not meet in February. There are no votes 
needed tonight. There are no matters in the pipeline.

The next Zoning Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, March 4 - nothing yet on the agenda.

4.3. Parks+ Committee: The Parks+ Committee is still without a Chair and did not meet. Sarah Freeman reported on four 
parks-related issues. 1) The most important was one about Jamaica Pond and the pedestrian path. As a follow-up to the 
previous meeting at JP Licks between Bernie Doherty, Gert Thorn, and the Campaign for Jamaica Pond & Olmsted Park 
("the Campaign"), today members of the Campaign met with representatives from the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR). Their graphics person and Boston are open to improving signage to raise bicyclists' awareness and 
reduce pedestrian/bicyclist conflicts on the path around Jamaica Pond. Mark Freudenberger thought that having high-
ranking DCR folks attending and listening was a big victory; it took months to arrange. Next steps: DCR & Brookline 
need to meet about this, and when the snow melts, DCR needs to confirm lane widths etc. 2) The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Commission has approved the next step for protection of the Egleston Square Peace Garden. A perpetual 
conservation restriction to The Trustees of Reservations was passed on February 23. 3) The Shattuck Hospital site process 
is restarting. Boston Medical Center was de-designated as the developer and they are restarting with a new series of 
meetings. 4) The Jamaica Pond Boathouse project is moving along. A project manager has been named and a community 
survey has gone out with a QR code now available for residents to participate.

4.4. Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met on Tuesday, February 3. On the 
agenda was a petition from the Ethiopian Café at 377 Centre Street in Hyde Square for an all-alcohol license. This 
restaurant has been serving Ethiopian food for nine years and they said that spirits are an integral part of an Ethiopian 
meal. This establishment applied for an all-alcohol license in August 2021 and the Licensing Board voted at that time to 
defer the decision pending license availability. New licenses have been made available and the Ethiopian Café is 
nowreapplying. There was no opposition from the audience at this February meeting. Motion by Michael Reiskind to 



support the request of Ethiopian Café, Inc., doing business as Ethiopian Café, located at 377A Centre Street, for a 7-day 
Common Victualler All-Alcoholic Beverages License with a 10:00 PM closing hour, with Firehiwot Bekele Zeleke as 
manager. Seconded by Gert Thorn. Passed 14-0-0 (1 left early, 1 came late). Motion by Michael Reiskind to support the 
request of Ethiopian Café, Inc. (acting as agent for Hyde Square Realty Company, LLC) to grant a #36A Take-Out Use to 
Hyde Square Realty Company, LLC, owner of 377–379 Centre Street, with the proviso that the take-out use will remain 
only with the current business tenant at 377A Centre Street, Ethiopian Café, Inc., doing business as Ethiopian Café. 
Seconded by Carla-Lisa Caliga. Passed 14-0-0       (1 left early, 1 came late).

The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, March 3. On the agenda may be a request for a beer and 
wine license from a new Japanese restaurant at 610 Centre Street.

4.5. Outreach & Election Committees: Renée Stacey Welch reported that the Outreach Committee still has no Chair. 

The Executive/Outreach Committee, acting as the Election Committee, is proposing May 16 as the date for a 2026 JPNC 
Election. The Committee is starting to collect volunteers now looking forward to a May Election. Motion by Bernie 
Doherty to confirm the JPNC election date as proposed by the Election Committee as May 16, 2026. Seconded by Willie 
Mitchell. Passed 13-0-1 (1 left early, 1 came late). The Election timeline will be from March 16 – May 16. What we need 
to be successful is support for the Election Committee and lots of volunteers, especially on Election Day. The Election 
Committee needs 3-5 volunteers and a Chair (Renée Stacey Welch, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, Carla-Lisa 
Caliga, and Alcurtis Clark volunteered). The anticipated need is for approximately 30 volunteers on Election Day. There 
are three polling locations and 2-3 volunteers are needed at each location for each shift. Eryn-Ashlei Bailey asked whether 
there is a sign-up sheet for volunteers, maybe an older Election volunteer form we could use. We also have to arrange for 
some training sessions for the poll workers - at least one in-person and one virtual. We should update the JPNC website; 
its calendar and meetings listing need to be refreshed, and the Election section needs to be updated from the 2025 
Election. There are many ways that Council members can assist with outreach to community folks and the press 

as well as for candidate recruitment. Do we have a previous flyer that we can use to post in the commercial districts?

5. Old Business: 

5.1. Council Vacancy: 

Another Council seat is NOW open. With a recent resignation, there are now two vacancies - one in Area C and one at-
large.There was an opportunity to vote on the previously nominated candidate, Naima Haračić O’Hare, (introduced at the 
prior meeting), but she wasn’t in attendance. No other nominations were heard from attendees, so no votes on filling a 

vacancy were taken.

6. New Business: 

- Michael Reiskind said he saw an article that said the African American Master Artist Residency Program (AAMARP) on 
Atherton Street in Jamaica Plain may be in jeopardy. Northeastern University, their landlord, has restricted the artists 

access to only certain hours and days. 

- Eryn-Ashlei Bailey offered to take on being the Chair of the Parks+ Committee.

7. Community Announcements:

- The Jamaica Plain Historical Society is offering winter and spring programs highlighting neighborhood history 
Information at: https://www.jphs.org/events 
- Residents interested in civic participation, volunteering, or neighborhood advocacy are encouraged to attend local 
meetings and events as opportunities arise. A nation-wide helpful civic participation link is: https://jpna.org

- The City of Boston hosts neighborhood meetings related to development, transportation, and planning. Residents are 
encouraged to stay informed and participate in public processes. Three useful links are:                                                       
https://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar 	 

https://www.boston.gov/departments/neighborhood-services                     

https://www.boston.gov/public-notices

- Two good community event calendars are:

https://www.emeraldnecklace.org/events                                                                              

https://jamaicaplainnews.com/events

8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:42pm.

Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind


Next scheduled JPNC meeting: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 7:00PM via Zoom.

Next scheduled JPNC Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, March 19 at 7:00PM via Zoom.

https://jpnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e3813268649fbbec3f8e5316&id=cf1206c988&e=61b2312e5b
https://jpnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e3813268649fbbec3f8e5316&id=1b9282869f&e=61b2312e5b
https://jpnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e3813268649fbbec3f8e5316&id=a9e43636c0&e=61b2312e5b
https://jpnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e3813268649fbbec3f8e5316&id=7b61609953&e=61b2312e5b
https://jpnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e3813268649fbbec3f8e5316&id=e93544702e&e=61b2312e5b
https://jpnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e3813268649fbbec3f8e5316&id=4d505da5e4&e=61b2312e5b
https://jpnc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e3813268649fbbec3f8e5316&id=a160b64081&e=61b2312e5b

