
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council 
September 25, 2018 Minutes 

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Rainsford, Carmel Levy, Michael Reiskind, Vicky Arroyo, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Brianne Connelly, Bernard Doherty, Max Glikman, Bruce Marks, Samantha Montano, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith,  
Emily Tabor, Gert Thorn, Esther Tutella-Chen, Trevor Wissink-Adams, and Priscilla Yang. 
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Sarah Freeman, Kristina Stefanini, Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt  
O’Malley’s Office), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).            
Meeting called to order at 7:03pm by Kevin Rainsford at Farnsworth House. 
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves. 
2.  Approval of July and August minutes: Motion by Carmel Levy to approve the July 24, 2018 minutes. Seconded by  
Gert Thorn. Passed 13-0-3 (2 came late). Motion by David Baron to approve the August 28, 2018 minutes. Seconded by  
Max Glikman. Passed 13-0-3 (2 came late). 
3.  Announcements:         
- There will be a guided tour of the Casey Arborway Corridor led by Richard Heath on Sunday, October 7 from 2:00pm to 
4:00pm. Meet at the Forest Hills Gates of the Arnold Arboretum. Sponsored by the Jamaica Plain Historical Society. 
- Three community meetings to discuss plans for the Shattuck Hospital campus have been scheduled. The first will be on 
Wednesday, September 26. The second will be on Wednesday, January 16, 2019. The third will be on Tuesday, April 30. 
All will start at 6:30pm and take place at the Franklin Park Clubhouse. 
- The annual BAA Half Marathon will be on Sunday, October 7 starting at Franklin Park. Roads will be closed along the 
Emerald Necklace (Arborway, Jamaicaway, Pond Avenue, Francis Parkman Drive, etc.) from 7:45am until 10:00am. 
- A bicycle tour along the five fog sculptures “Fog x FLO” will be held on Sunday, October 21. 
- The Jamaica Plain Forum will have a talk on the state of the City of Boston’s Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) 
Program at 7:00pm on Thursday, September 27 at The First Church in Jamaica Plain, 6 Eliot Street. 
- As part of Climate Preparedness Week, there will be a screening of the National Geographic film, “Before the Flood”, 
followed by a community discussion, on Thursday, September 27 starting at 6:30pm at the Jamaica Plain Branch of the 
Boston Public Library, 30 South Street. 
- The annual JP Neighborhood Development Corporation Octoberfest ¡Fiesta! fundraiser at The Brewery will be on 
Thursday, October 11 starting at 6:00pm. This year will have a circus theme with a tent.  
- There was a murder in Jamaica Plain last Saturday, September 22 at 9:46pm at 140 South Street. 
4. Membership: Kyle Smith said that he has moved out of Jamaica Plain to 11 Marion Street in Roslindale. On the 
question of whether he has to resign his seat on the JPNC, Article 4 of the JPNC By-Laws states “Any member who 
moves out of Jamaica Plain, or out of the area the member represents, during the member’s term on the Council, shall be 
allowed to serve the remainder of their term.” Mr. Smith may finish his term on the JPNC, if he wishes.  
There was discussion on absences. Article 12 states “Members, officers and committee Chairs and committee members 
may be removed by the Council … for … absence from three consecutive regularly scheduled Council or committee 
meetings, persistent non-participation in committee work, or absence from more than five regularly scheduled Council or 
committee meetings in the prior twelve months.” The Chair encouraged everyone to participate. The Chair will talk to any 
member who is close to non-participation. Robin Cheung brought up the idea of a different meeting time and day for some  
JPNC meetings; perhaps a weekend day. Most people felt comfortable with the present evening on the fourth Tuesday. 
5. Long-Term Goals: The Chair distributed a list of suggested long-term goals. Most related to improving the JPNC’s 
relationships with City agencies and the community, and improving the JPNC outreach and involvement. Gert Thorn said 
that most other cities give more power to neighborhood groups. In Boston, the Mayor has most of the power. Bernie 
Doherty repeated his recommendation that JPNC members attend community meetings and mention the JPNC 
prominently. Trevor Wissink-Adams distributed a draft “two-pager” explaining how the JPNC works which will 
encourage more community members getting involved. It was generally agreed that the JPNC should have a special  
meeting to discuss a strategic plan and share ideas. 
6. Invitations to Elected Officials: As is traditional, next year the JPNC will invite elected officials to briefly inform the 
community of their upcoming legislative agenda. Planned are Rep. Malia in January 2019, Rep. Elugardo in February, 
Councillor O’Malley in March, and Sen. Chang-Diaz in April. In addition, it was requested that the JPNC invite the four 
City Councillors-At-Large, Mayor Walsh, newly-appointed Police Superintendent Nora Baston, and someone from the  
Boston Planning and Development Agency. 
7.  Committee Reports/Recommendations:  
7.1.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): There was no August meeting. Priscilla Yang said that the next 
meeting will be on Thursday, September 27 at 6:15pm at JP Licks. The Committee is looking ahead to helping with plastic 



bag ban education and working with the Zero Waste Boston advisory committee. On Thursday, October 25, Susan Cascino 
(Director of Recycling for the City of Boston) will be attending to update the EPE and answer questions on Zero Waste 
Boston. Will Poff-Webster said that the City has hired Stephanie Acquario as the City’s Disposable Bag Reduction 
Coordinator. He said that he can send the Council a flyer on the plastic bag ban. Ms. Yang asked for reusable bags to give 
out at the next Fix-it Clinic. The EPE will also give out reusable bags on election day. 
7.2.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on September 4. On the 
agenda were two license requests. The first was for a transfer of the beer & wine license of Wonder Spice Café at 697 
Centre Street to a new owner (at the same location) doing business as Sweet Rice, along with take-out and an 
entertainment license for two TVs. The menu at 697 Centre Street will change from Thai and Cambodian food to Thai 
food and sushi. The restaurant agreed to serve the beer & wine only with food. The hearing at City Hall on the transfer of 
the beer & wine license was on August 22 and it was deferred for thirty days, so this issue was sent to the JPNC Executive 
Committee. The Public Service Committee and the Executive Committee recommended approval. The Committee is 
asking for a full JPNC vote on the take-out and entertainment license. It was decided to vote on both related license 
requests together. Motion by Carmel Levy that the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council a) supports the petition of Sweet 
Rice JP, Inc., d/b/a “Sweet Rice JP” at 697 Centre Street for an entertainment license for two TVs and also b) supports the 
petition of Sweet Rice JP, Inc. (d/b/a Sweet Rice JP), acting as agent for GAR Realty Trust (David Shum and Carmen 
Shum, trustees), to change the occupancy at 693-697 Centre Street to add a #36A take-out restaurant use, with the proviso 
that the take-out use will stay only with the current business tenant at 697 Centre Street, Sweet Rice JP, Inc. (d/b/a Sweet 
Rice JP). Seconded by Bernie Doherty. Passed 17-0-0 (1 came late).  
The second issue was a request for a new retail package store beer & wine license for Pimentel Market at 340 Centre 
Street. The meeting was well-attended, and most of the speakers spoke against the new license, but they identified 
themselves as representatives of the two competing package stores (Centre Liquors at Hyde Square and Camilo Liquors at 
Jackson Square) at the two ends of the district. The Public Service Committee recommends approval. Motion by Carmel 
Levy that the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council supports the petition of Corporacion Bani, Ltd., d/b/a “Pimentel 
Market” at 340 Centre Street for a retail package store malt & wine license with Luis Guerrero as manager. Seconded by 
Max Glikman. Passed 16-0-1 (1 came late). 
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, October 2 at 7:00pm at the JF Kennedy School 
(subsequently moved to Curtis Hall). On the agenda will be a request for a transfer of the package store all-alcohol license 
of Centre Liquors at 391 Centre Street to a new owner (at the same location), and a review of the initiatives of the 
Committee for 2018-2019. 
7.3.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron said that the Zoning Committee met once on September 5. The one matter 
needing a vote is 91 Glen Road, a request by Jay Sisam for a gut renovation of an existing two-family residential building 
and construction of three additions. New exterior siding and roof. Building to remain a two-family residence. The owner 
does not live in the house. No neighbors came to the meeting. The proposal is to make the building more symmetrical 
within the existing footprint. A dormer will be added, but no height variance is needed. The recommendation of the ZC 
was to approve. Motion by Carmel Levy to approve the ZC  recommendation on 91 Glen Road. Seconded by Bernie 
Doherty. Passed 18-0-0. 
The next Zoning Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, September 26 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. On the agenda 
will be 1) 94 Louders Lane (new deck and extend exiting porch roof), 233 Pond Street (enclose a vestibule), and 1 Park 
Place (demolish a carriage house and replace it with a 1 1/2-story structure). After that, the next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, October 10. On that agenda will be 3162 Washington Street (outdoor fruit stand), 35-37 Pond Circle 
(consolidate and subdivide a lot), 46 Sheridan Street (rear addition), and 16 Marmion Street (new five-unit building). 
7.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the H&DC met on September 18 with 
Sheila Dillon, City of Boston Chief of Housing and Lauren Peters, Undersecretary for Health Policy at the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Health and Human Services. The Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance’s 
(DCAMM) proposal for supportive housing on a part of the Shattuck campus was discussed. DCAMM has agreed not to 
vote on the proposal until the rest of the Shattuck planning process is completed. DCAMM is moving towards larger 
supportive housing projects. The Bowditch School, at 50 units, is the largest in the City now. In the thirty years of its 
existence, the Bowditch School has had hardly any problems. The City would like to build 200 units of supportive 
housing in the future, in addition to reopening Long Island. Ms. Dillon and Ms. Peters said they collaborate closely on 
homeless issues. The H&DC discussed the definition of public-private partnerships; for example, the Pine Street Inn is a 
private group. It was clearly stated that no private market-rate housing would ever be built on the Shattuck campus. The 
Committee also asked for information on what other sites in the City, besides the Shattuck campus, have they looked at for 
supportive housing. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 16 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street. On the agenda will 
be 197 Green Street. 
7.5.  Ad-Hoc Education Committee: (Kevin Rainsford and Trevor Wissink-Adams) This is the beginning of the Boston 
Public Schools (BPS) year. How does the JPNC fit in? The Committee came up with five possible areas to target: 1) the 
school lottery - create a place to discuss and understand the lottery. 2) End of school - how to understand BPS summer 



programs. 3) Help students in assessment tests. 4) Swap uniforms - create a way for students to “hand-me-down” 
uniforms to new students. 5) Raise money for teachers for classroom materials. Will Poff-Webster offered to collaborate 
with the Councillor’s office and the JPNC. 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 10 at 7:00pm at the Farnsworth House library. 
8.  Old Business/New Business: There were four new announcements. 
- On Saturday, November 10, there will be a commemoration of the 100th anniversary of William Canary’s death in World 
War I. It will be at 2:00pm at Canary Square. 
- The Boston Pops will have a fall concert and community arts festival at the Playstead in Franklin Park on Sunday. 
September 30. The Arts Festival starts at 1:00pm; the concert is at 3:00pm. 
- The five fog sculptures, “Fog x FLO” installed along the Emerald Necklace, will have performances attended by 
Frederick Law Olmsted (FLO) himself (played by Gerry Wright). They will be at 2:00pm on the five Sundays from  
September 30 to October 28. One performance at each sculpture. Check exact schedule at www.emeraldnecklace.org. 
- There are at least two new Blue Bike stations in Jamaica Plain: at the Bank of America on Centre Street and at Stony  
Brook MBTA station. 
9. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:47pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind 

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, October 23, 2018 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House 
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, October 18, 2018 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street

http://www.emeraldnecklace.org

