
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council 
August 28, 2018 Minutes 

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Rainsford, Michael Reiskind, Vicky Arroyo, David Baron, Robin Cheung, Brianne Connelly, 
Max Glikman, Omer Hecht, Samantha Montano, Kyle Smith, Emily Tabor, Gert Thorn, Esther Tutella-Chen, and  
Trevor Wissink-Adams. 
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Sarah Freeman, Celeste Walker, Shari Gensh, Natalie Kaufman (Office of State Rep. 
Liz Malia), Cecilia Nava (Office of Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office),   
and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).            
Meeting called to order at 7:06pm by Kevin Rainsford at Farnsworth House. 
1.  Introductions: Council members and representatives of elected officials introduced themselves. 
2.  Approval of July minutes: Approval of minutes from the July 24, 2018 meeting was tabled to the next meeting. 
3.  Announcements:         
- Primary voting day is Tuesday, September 4 (the day after Labor Day). Polls are open from 7:00am to 8:00pm in Boston. 
Please get out and vote. 
- The eighth annual JP Music Festival will be on Saturday, September 8 at Pinebank Field at Jamaica Pond. The festival is 
free and runs from 12 noon until 7pm. 
- State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez’ annual “Back to School Jams” in Jamaica Plain, Mission Hill, and Brookline are on August 
22, 23, and 29 respectively this year. They celebrate the return to school which is next week. 
- Sarah Freeman announced that reusable bags are now available from the Arborway Coalition, in advance of the City 
ordinance to take effect on December 19 this year. They were designed by a high school student. She urged folks to BYO 
Bag Boston. The City may be coming out soon with an official education campaign. 
- Sarah Freeman reported that there have been a series of crashes on Arborway recently. The metal fence has been torn 
down in several places and signs are down, too. There was a hit and run on a bicyclist at Murray Circle. What can the JP 
Neighborhood Council do to help educate drivers? 
- Sarah Freeman announced that a series of five fog sculptures have been installed along the Emerald Necklace at Fenway, 
Leverett Pond, Jamaica Pond, Arnold Arboretum, and Franklin Park. Entitled “Fog x FLO”, they will be be up until  
Halloween. 
4. African-American Master Artists-in-Residence Program: In a letter to the African-American Master Artists-in-
Residence Program, Northeastern University said the artists had until July 31 to vacate their building in Jamaica Plain. 
Originally, they were only given until July 14. Back in 1990 (on July 19), Northeastern had asked for and been given a 
zoning variance to allow the artist use and increase the number of Parking spaces with the proviso that there be no use of 
Marbury Terrace for loading and unloading of trucks. Motion by Kevin Rainsford that the JPNC have the Executive 
Committee draft a letter supporting the continued use of the space at 76 Atherton Street for the African-American Master  
Artists-in-Residence Program. Seconded by Dave Baron. Passed 14-0-0. 
5.  Committee Reports/Recommendations:  
5.1.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on August 7. On the 
agenda was a request for a live entertainment license for the Boston Beer Company (Sam Adams). The hearing at City 
Hall was on August 15 and so this issue was sent to the JPNC Executive Committee. The Public Service Committee and 
the Executive Committee recommended approval. There is one other issue needing JPNC approval: a new restaurant with 
take-out at 660A Centre Street. This is a new, very small Dominican restaurant with the hours of 9:00am to 11:00pm 
with Lewis Crespo as manager. His mother owns a long-time Dominican restaurant on Hyde Park Avenue and most of the 
food will be prepared there. The Public Service Committee held a meeting on this in November 2017, but the local 
Jamaica Pond Association (JPA) had not heard from the applicant until July. The JPA is in support and the Public Service 
Committee recommends approval. It was decided to vote on both related license requests together. Motion by Michael 
Reiskind that the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council supports a) the request of 100 Percent Delicias Express Corp, 
doing business as “100 Percent Delicias Express,” at 660A Centre Street in Jamaica Plain for a seven-day common 
victualler license, with the hours of 9:00am to 11:00pm, with one (1) TV only, with Lewis Crespo as manager, and b) the 
request of GJS - 660 Realty Trust at 656-660 Centre Street in Jamaica Plain to change the legal occupancy to include 
restaurant with #36A take-out use at this address, with the proviso that the take-out use will stay with the current business 
tenant at 660A Centre Street, 100 Percent Delicias Express Corp, doing business as "100 Percent Delicias Express". 
Seconded by Max Glikman. Passed 14-0-0. 
One other issue needs JPNC approval: the election of a vice-chair of the Public Service Committee. Motion by Michael 
Reiskind to accept Samantha Montano as the vice-chair of the Public Service Committee. Seconded by Dave Baron. 
Passed 14-0-0. 
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, September 4 at 7:00pm at Curtis Hall. On the agenda will 



be a request for a transfer of the beer & wine license of Wonder Spice Café at 697 Centre Street to a new owner (at the 
same location) doing business as Sweet Rice, and a request for a retail package store beer & wine license for Pimentel 
Market at 340 Centre Street. 
5.2.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron said that the Zoning Committee met three times: on July 25, August 8, and 
August 22. Nine matters were considered and five need a vote of the JPNC. Four matters were heard at the Zoning Board 
of Appeal (ZBA) this morning, and so were sent to the Executive Committee: 1) 125 and 125A Amory Street, a request to 
subdivide 262,250 square foot parcel into Lot 1A (52,856 square feet) and Lot 100 (209,394 square feet), with existing 
six-story multifamily residence and two-story office/elder care building on lot; other buildings on site to be razed. 2) 101 
Amory Street – Building A, a request to erect a six-story multi-family dwelling with 147 rental apartments and 57 below-
grade parking spaces. 3) 127 Amory Street – Building B, a request to erect a six-story multi-family dwelling with 140 
rental apartments and 58 below-grade parking spaces. These three developments on the 125 Amory Street campus are all 
from the three-development team of The Community Builders, Urban Edge and the JP Neighborhood Development 
Corporation. There was some opposition from neighbors worried about noise and traffic. They were also concerned about 
a new internal driveway from Amory Street all the way to Atherton Street. The driveway was approved by the Boston 
Transportation Department. There is no proviso recommended about the driveway. Existing Boston Housing Authority 
tenants at 125 Amory Street were concerned if they would be able to remain in their apartments during construction. The 
recommendations from the ZC and the Executive Committee were to approve. 4) 22-24 Adelaide Street, a request by 
Chris Hoeh and Laurie Bozzi, to change occupancy from a two-family to a three-family dwelling to create a caretaker's 
apartment by creating accessible rear-entry and attached garage and renovating first-floor unit for accessibility; replace 
back porches and egress stairs. This request is to add an apartment for a provider for a spinal cord injury tenant. The 
recommendation from the ZC and the Executive Committee was to approve, as long as the applicants make their best 
efforts to provide a written letter of support from the side neighbor most immediately impacted. The five matters needing 
a vote are: a) 368 Centre Street, a request by Rachel Mayo (Joose Boston) to change the occupancy from jewelry boutique 
to take-out restaurant, with provisos current business and current owner only. This is a new organic juice bar. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to approve, with the proviso that the take-out use stay with the new tenant, Joose Boston. 
Michael Reiskind asked that the JPNC add support for a common victualler license for Joose Boston at this location.  
b) 3247-3249 Washington Street, a request by City Realty to construct a three-story residential building with three units 
and two off-street parking spaces. The ZC received letters on this request from the Egleston Square Neighborhood 
Association (ESNA) and City Life/Vida Urbana. ESNA’s design changes were incorporated into the newer design. City 
Life/Vida Urbana did not want a vote until City Realty improved their method of doing business and meet more with 
ESNA. An ESNA meeting will be scheduled. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, subject to applicant holding 
a follow-up meeting with ESNA on issues regarding City Realty properties. It is the understanding of the ZC that if this 
meeting is not scheduled, a recommendation of denial will be sent to the ZBA. c) 659 Centre Street, a request by JP Licks 
to construct exterior freezer and storage improvement. JP Licks started work after receiving approval that a short form was 
sufficient, but the Inspectional Services Department changed their mind and issued a stop work order. The view of the 
neighbor at 9 Park Place would be impeded. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, with provisos: (1) agreement 
with 9 Park Place neighbor on treatment of facing wall; (2) installation of sound dampening enclosure around rooftop 
condensers; (3) replacing older rooftop condensers as planned; and (4) follow-up meeting with abutters. d) 71 Mozart 
Street, a request by Jason Hutchinson to change occupancy from two-family to three-family dwelling; construct new rear 
addition, rear deck, side dormer, and exterior stairs and landing. The applicant is a new owner. The recommendation of the 
ZC was to approve. e) 628-630A Centre Street, a request by Kenneth Zhou to demolish existing building and construct 
new three-story building with two commercial units (office and retail) on the first floor and eight (8) two bedroom 
residential units. This is presently a house set back from the street. The new building would be built right up to the lot line 
on Centre Street. This design mirrors the other building being built across Lester Place. The ZC would like to improve the 
present boxy design. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, subject to Boston Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA) design review. It was decided to take the matter of 628 Centre Street separately. Motion by Dave Baron 
to approve the ZC recommendations on 368 Centre Street, 3247-3249 Washington Street, 659 Centre Street, and 71 
Mozart Street. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 14-0-0. Motion by Dave Baron to approve the ZC recommendation on 
628-630A Centre Street. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 13-0-1. 
- Dave Baron submitted a list of members of the Zoning Committee for approval. He said that there were more 
candidates than seats and they had to choose by secret ballot. He requested that in addition to the three ex-officio 
Council officers that the following be approved as Zoning Committee (ZC) members:  

Name     Address    Occupation 
 David Baron, ZC Chair   3 Glenvale Terrace  lawyer 
 Max Glikman, ZC Vice-chair  7 Glenvale Terrace, #3  project manager  
 Kevin Leary    73 Woodland Road  attorney 
 Kyle Smith    27 Clive Street, Apt. A  attorney 

Emily Tabor    75 Glen Road, #3  manager of external engagement 
Anne Barrett    155 Walk Hill Street  architect 



Ronald Cross    11 Dunster Road  lobbyist 
James Greene    86 Moss Hill Road  attorney 
Jake Hart     63 Forest Hills Street   visual artist 
Andrea Howley    329 Pond Street   sales & marketing 
Steve Lussier    7 David Road   real estate broker 
Kevin Moloney    20 Rambler Road  retired 
Gerard O’Connor   22 Yale Terrace   lawyer 
Jon Truslow     111 Perkins Street, #237  retired 
Marie A. Turley    32 Union Avenue  policy analyst   

Motion by Dave Baron to accept the slate of ZC members. Seconded by Trevor Wissink-Adams. Passed 14-0-0. 
The next Zoning Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, September 5 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. On the agenda 
will be 91 Glen Road. After that, the next meeting will be on Wednesday, September 26. 
5.3.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): There was no August meeting. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 18 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street. 
5.4.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): There was no August meeting. 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, September 27 at 6:00pm at JP Licks (subsequently moved to 6:15pm). 
6.  Old Business/New Business: 
- Kyle Smith said that he may be moving out of Jamaica Plain in the near future. Does he have to resign his seat on the 
JPNC? In the past, business members who moved their business did resign. The Bylaws will be examined on this issue. 
- Omer Hecht asked whether there should be term limits on community members of the committees. Kevin Rainsford 
asked if we should have a Bylaws Committee to amend or revise the present Bylaws. Should it be an Ad-Hoc Committee? 
Community members do not have to stand for election as do JPNC members. Committee chairs can recommend removal, 
usually for lack of attendance. Kyle Smith thought that more involvement should always be encouraged. Sarah Freeman 
said that if there are more interested people than slots on a committee, the folks should be encouraged to attend and take 
part in the discussion at committee meetings. 
- Any new biographies of JPNC members should be e-mailed to Kevin Rainsford.  
7. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:05pm. After adjournment, portrait pictures were taken of all members  
present for the website. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind 

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House 
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


