
 Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
April 24, 2018 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Kelly Vaughan Husid, Kevin Leary, Carmel Levy, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Gert Thorn, and 
Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Vicky Arroyo, Trevor Wissink-Adams, Rosa Herrero, Senator Sonia Chang-
Diaz, Ethan Smith (Office of State Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz), Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s 
Office), Ryan Manganelli (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Kelly Ransom (City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-
George’s Office), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:14pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members and representatives of elected officials introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of March minutes: Motion by Bernard Doherty to approve the March 27, 2018 minutes. Seconded 
by Kevin Leary. Passed 11-0-1 (1 came late).
3.  Announcements: 
- As a follow-up to the April 10 meeting on improvements to the Jamaica Pond pathways and perimeter, the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Department is conducting an on-line survey. The four-question survey can be answered at 
www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/improvements-jamaica-pond-pathways-and-perimeter.
- The second meeting to discuss the proposal to place supportive housing at the Shattuck Hospital campus will be on 
Thursday, April 26 at the English High School at 6:00pm. Sponsored by the Division of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance (DCAMM).
- The JPNC neighborhood election will be this Saturday, April 28 from 10:00am to 5:00pm at three polling 
locations - Stop & Shop, JP Licks and Harvest Co-op. Volunteers are still needed for afternoon shifts and set-up 
before 10:00am.
- City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George and the Mayor’s Office of Women’s Advancement are holding a 
celebration of women (non-binary/self-identifying women)-owned small business on Thursday, May 31 at Bella 
Luna/Milky Way, 284 Amory Street from 5:30pm to 8:00pm.
- The Jamaica Hills Association’s Annual Meeting will be on Wednesday, May 9 starting at 7:00pm at the Faulkner 
Hospital Huvos Auditorium, 3rd floor.
4.  State Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz: Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz introduced herself. She concentrated mainly on two 
issues: the Criminal Justice Reform Bill and education financing reform. The Criminal Justice Reform Bill passed and 
was signed. It is a comprehensive bill that includes reforms from schools to prisons, community policing, eliminating 
minor offenses (such as talking back to a teacher), and raising the age of criminal responsibility from seven- to 
twelve-years-old (it is fourteen in Europe.) The Bill changes the procedure for sealing juvenile offenses, reforms the 
bail process, eliminates some mandatory-minimum sentences, reforms solitary confinement rules, and reduces the 
many pitfalls that people face when completing their sentence (in getting drivers licenses and applying for jobs).
There was a question about what was left out of this Criminal Justice Reform Bill. There were two: There had been 
language proposed that would track savings resulting from the reforms and put 50% of the savings on variable costs 
into a ‘trust fund” to use for job training, employment reentry, and dropout prevention. Also, the age of criminal 
majority stayed at eighteen-years-old, not nineteen as had been proposed.
The next big project is a major reform to K-12 education financing. It has not been looked at for twenty-five years. 
While Massachusetts is tops in the country and internationally in test results, there is a disparity in opportunity in 
the state. The Foundation Budget Review Commission (FBRC), a bipartisan commission on funding, said that 
education is underfunded in Massachusetts by $1 - $2 Billion annually. The Commission also gave a road map on how 
to fix the Foundation, the formula for distributing state funds to municipal public schools. The education reform bill 
was reported successfully out of the Education Committee, with a bipartisan unanimous vote. In the past two years, 
the Massachusetts Senate has passed this language as part of the budget, and the Senator is hopeful that it can pass as 
a stand-alone bill. Gert Thorn asked whether the state or cities can fund schools separate from real estate tax. The 
Senator said that Boston can try an override for schools. Dave Baron asked about the state failing to fund its own 
mandated formula. The Senator would like the state to do a budget process for education like it does for the whole 
state budget: Every January, the leaders meet to work on a “consensus “ report on how much funding is expected in 
the upcoming year. Bernie Doherty wa concerned that present-day students are not being educated for modern, 
present-day life. The Senator answered that getting enough money is not the only thing that is needed for the 
schools. Public education would get more things right if the classic underfunding were relieved. Kyle Smith asked 
about charter schools. How many new ones are coming and how are they rated? The legislation on charter schools is 
good, but standards need to be better enforced.



The Fiscal Year 2019 budget is now in the House and will come to the Senate in May. Senator Chang-Diaz is now 
assistant vice-chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, so she will have to deal with the budget in much 
more detail. 
Questions from members were: Carmel Levy asked about her opinion of the proposed voter registration bill. Kevin 
Moloney asked about the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) non-responsiveness to constituent 
concerns because of its woeful underfunding, Projects such as the Arborway project from Murray Circle to Kelley 
Circle are still on hold after three or four years. The Senator said that sometime the Governor refuses to spend 
money that was appropriated by the Legislature. The DCR needs to build confidence with the Legislature. It is 
perceived that DCR does not spend money wisely. DCR bills need both money and language to guarantee DCR spends 
well. Kelly Vaughan Husid asked about gun control, specifically the ERPO “red flag” Bill (Extreme Risk Protective 
Order) that would allow a gun license to be temporarily revoked for mental health/emotional reasons. The Senator 
also spoke about how to reduce the number of illegal guns entering the District. 
In conclusion, the Senator asked whether she may send JPNC members an on-line survey.
5.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
5.1.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on April 3, at 
which the Committee discussed bicycle issues. The City’s Boston Bikes program is expanding the bikeshare program 
and changing its name. It will now be “Blue Bikes”, not “Hubway”. Two additional locations are being proposed for 
Jamaica Plain - both on Jamaicaway near Jamaica Pond. One is at Jamaicaway and Pond Street across from the 
Jamaica Pond boathouse. The other is at Jamaicaway and Perkins Street. Both are on the wide Jamaicaway sidewalk 
and on the residential side of Jamaicaway (east side). This allows bike users to pull bikes out of the station well away 
from car traffic, and also with the hope that the users will better take note of the exclusive bicycle lane at Jamaica 
Pond and not use the pedestrian path around the Pond (forbidden to bicycles). The Committee also will be asking for 
a bike corral at the Blanchard’s Lot to accommodate the heavy bicycle usage in the main business district. Members 
were urged to join the annual Love Your Block spring clean-up on Saturday, May 5.
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, May 1 at 7:00pm at Curtis Hall. On the agenda will 
be a request by Achilitos Taqueria for a common victualler license at 38 Hyde Park Avenue, and a continuation of 
the discussion on bicycle issues and improperly disposed syringes.
5.2.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang reported that the Fixit Clinic was on 
Saturday, April 7 at the JP Branch Library. Refreshments were provided by Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez. The EPE 
Committee is waiting for new blood to revitalize the Committee after the JPNC election.
The next EPE Committee meeting will be on Thursday, May 24 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
5.3.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Kevin Rainsford reported that the Housing & 
Development Committee met on April 17. The Committee worked on four topics:
- the present owners of 3200 Washington Street, now under construction, want to change the units from rental 
apartments to condominiums. The H&DC did not accept this change.
- Massachusetts State House legislation on Short-Term Rentals is now in the Massachusetts Senate.
- The Plan:JP/Rox Transportation Action Plan does not include the Arborway Yard. This is a big conflict with 
previous understandings.
- At the first meeting (April 12) on the future of the Lemuel Shattuck Hospital campus, the relocation project and 
overall planning process was discussed. The hospital uses are being relocated to Boston Medical Center, which will 
make them more cost effective. That will leave 11 acres, with only four programs remaining on campus (Victory 
Programs, Bay Cove, Pine Street Inn, and Boston Alcohol Detox Project). The 2-acre footprint that had been the 
nurses building is being proposed for low-threshold housing. A parallel process on this supportive housing proposal 
will begin with the first meeting on Thursday, April 26 at 6:30pm at English High.
The next H&DC meeting will be on Tuesday, May 15 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School.
5.4.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron said that the Zoning Committee met on April 4 and April 18. Three 
matters were considered and need a vote of the JPNC. 1) 29 Goldsmith Street, a request by Paul Grant of 
29 Goldsmith LLC to change occupancy from two-family to three-family dwelling; renovate interior and raise height 
of the rear of the building to match the existing height facing on to Goldsmith Street on existing footprint; building 
to have three residential units on four floors. This building is very close to its neighbor and the original design had a 
major component on that neighbor’s side. It was redesigned and the neighbor is now in support. This proposal adds 
only one off-street parking space and some neighbors wanted more spaces. The recommendation of the ZC was to 
approve with the revised plans. 2) 561-579 Centre Street, a request by Arbour Hospital (as agent for Amelia 
Pagounis Family Trust-2014) for temporary outdoor parking for twenty spaces, for use by employees of Arbour 
Hospital; spaces will only be used Monday to Friday from 6:00am to 11:45pm; current parking agreement between 
property owner and Arbour Hospital in effect until September 1, 2018, may be renewed annually by the parties. This 
property is a former gas station and convenience store that is now being proposed for surface parking as overflow 
for the nearby Arbour Hospital. The owner of the property has not been involved. The Jamaica Pond Association 



(JPA) had sort of a community process, but the owner never came and cancelled other meetings with Arbour 
Hospital. The JPA is not opposed. There is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with a nearby apartment 
building regarding maintenance, closing off a Lakeville Avenue curb cut and sunset date. The recommendation of the 
ZC was to approve, subject to an MOU with Lakeville Place Condominium Trust, repainting of the building, and use 
to expire/sunset by December 31, 2019. 3) 165 Boylston Street, a request by Eric Shinrock (as agent for Raghid 
Osseiran) to change occupancy from two-family to three-family dwelling; separate second floor from third floor to 
create third unit; electrical work to create third metered unit and to power 220 volt cooktop in kitchen area. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to approve. Motion by David Baron to approve the ZC recommendations on 
29 Goldsmith Street with proviso, 561-579 Centre Street with provisos, and 165 Boylston Street. Seconded by Kyle 
Smith. Gert Thorn said that he lives on Robinwood Avenue, close to 561-579 Centre Street, and his neighborhood 
Association (Robinwood-Parley Neighborhood Association) was not notified. There was lots of discussion on 
whether there was notification to that group and whether the group is too far away. Passed 11-1-0. 
The next Zoning Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, May 2 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. On the agenda 
will be 106 Forest Hills Street, 16 Marmion Street (subsequently taken off agenda), and 7 Atherton Street.
6. Ad-Hoc Election Committee: Arrangements for the bi-annual JPNC Election on Saturday, April 28 were 
discussed. There is good morning coverage of the polling locations, and sufficient coverage for the afternoon.
At the following meeting of the full JPNC, any previous officers will chair the meeting on an interim basis. Interim 
chairs of all the committees are usually elected to provide continuity until the committee members and chairs are 
presented to the JPNC for approval. All committee members continue as members until their replacements are 
named by the Council.
7.  Old Business/New Business: Chair Kevin Moloney said good-bye to the JPNC, as he is not running in the 
2018 election. He especially thanked the committee chairs for all their important help.
8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.   
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


