
 Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
March 27, 2018 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Jacob Glickel, Max Glikman, Eric Herot, Kelly Vaughan Husid, Kevin Leary, Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, 
Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, and Gert Thorn.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Dana Gonsalves, Celeste Walker, Kayla Myros, Ronald Cross, 
Trevor Wissink-Adams, Alex Auriema, City Councillor Matt O’Malley, Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt 
O’Malley’s Office), Ryan Manganelli (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Natalie Kaufman (Office of State Rep. 
Liz Malia), DB Reiff (City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:11pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members and representatives of elected officials introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of February minutes: Motion by Bernard Doherty to approve the February 27, 2018 minutes. Seconded 
by Gert Thorn. Passed 12-0-1 (3 came late).
3.  Announcements: 
- There will be a Community Preservation Act (CPA) forum on Tuesday April 3 at 6:00pm at the Anna M. Cole 
Center, 10 Lamartine Street Extension next to Jackson Square T station. Co-sponsored by the Jamaica Plain 
Neighborhood Development Corporation (JP NDC) and the JPNC.
- The next Fixit Clinic will be on Saturday, April 7 at the JP Branch Library, 30 South Street, from 10:00am to 
1:00pm.
- The JP NDC 2018 Annual Meeting will be on Thursday, June 7 from 6:00pm to 8:30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish Hall, 45 Brookside Avenue.
- The second public meeting for the Plan:JP/Rox Transportation Action Plan will be on Thursday, March 29 at 
Boston English High School Cafeteria from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.
- There will be an Overdose Prevention Training session on Monday, April 2 at 6:30pm at Curtis Hall, 20 South 
Street.
- There will be a Gas Leaks Panel Event on Wednesday, April 4 at 7:00pm at First Church in Jamaica Plain, 6 Eliot 
Street.
4.  City Councillor Matt O’Malley: City Councillor Matt O’Malley chairs the Committee on Environment and 
Sustainability. Legislation passed last year included the Plastic Bag Ordinance, which was signed on December 18, 
2017 after three years of work with Michelle Wu. This ordinance will help beautify the City and save money. He is 
now working with businesses to implement the ordinance and to educate the public so they won’t be surprised on 
December 18, 2018. Three newer pieces of legislation he is advocating are 1) Community Choice Aggregation 
(CCA); this is the bulk purchase of alternative energy. It started on Cape Cod, in Brookline, and in Dedham. 
Brookline now uses 40% renewable energy. 2) Resilience in the face of global warming/climate change; there has 
been recent flooding the North End, Waterfront and Seaport District. 3) Net Zero Carbon initiative; a new ordinance 
will be coming soon.
Councillor O’Malley said that he takes pride in his office’s efforts in constituent services. Quality of life issues are 
very important. He introduced his new Jamaica Plain liaison, William Poff-Webster.
The Councillor again offered his Hydrant Challenge this winter. Kids who shoveled out a hydrant - 140 kids took 
part this winter - received a $5.00 JP Licks Cow Card.
The City Council is starting its annual budget process. Last year money was received for the addition to the JP Brach 
Library, for Jamaica Pond improvements ($4.77Million), and for Franklin Park ($24Million).
The first "BSO In Residence" collaboration started in Jamaica Plain in October 2017 for an initial three-year period. 
Councillor O’Malley hopes to see concerts in the Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Pond Boathouse, the Boston Housing 
Authority developments, and Jamaica Plain schools.
Questions from members were: Kyle Smith asked whether there is anything better for energy efficiency in 
construction than the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) rating system. Councillor O’Malley 
said  that he will be announcing some working meetings about something better than LEED that includes solar energy 
and bicycle transit. Regarding Brookside Avenue artists, Councillor O’Malley said that he opposes changes to zoning 
at 128 Brookside Avenue. The previous buyer, who had dropped his offer, may be interested again. Bruce Marks 
asked the Councillor what was his personal standard of affordability? Mr. Marks proposed that the City require any 
developer needing variances and proposing less than 50% affordability to show his financials to prove an economic 
hardship. Gert Thorn spoke against the City of Boston exclusionary development policy, which allows developers to 
contribute to an off-site affordable fund. This leads to housing segregated by class. Councillor O’Malley strongly 
prefers on-site affordable units, so-called “inclusionary development”. Dave Baron and Eric Herot said that 
Plan:JP/Rox needs to move forward, not be stuck in neutral with no projects being proposed. Jake Glickel asked 



about encouraging developers to buy/subsidize MBTA transit passes for their tenants to increase transit ridership. 
Kevin Moloney asked about corporate short-term rentals and why the Mayor’s new policy was withdrawn. Richard 
Heath asked about City Realty’s pulling out of their development and putting 3371-3375 Washington Street up for 
sale. He also asked what can be done to protect business tenants such as El Embajador Restaurant and De Chain Auto 
Service.
5.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
5.1.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on March 6. 
There was a request for a transfer of a beer and wine with liqueurs license at 605 Centre Street (now Grass Fed). The 
proposed new owner is Socrates Abreu, who has been successfully operating the Chilacates restaurants nearby at 658 
Centre Street and also at 224 Amory Street since 2015. He said that it will remain “Grass Fed” with the menu, hours, 
and concept of Grass Fed staying the same. The comments from the residents in attendance were strongly in favor 
of the application. Because the Licensing Board transfer was time-sensitive, the matter was sent to the JPNC 
Executive Committee. Both the Public Service Committee and the Executive Committee recommended approval of 
the transfer of the alcohol license, with the proviso that alcohol be served only with food. The Public Service 
Committee also recommended requests from the proposed new owner of Grass Fed for an entertainment license for 
one TV and a take-out license at this location (for this new owner only). Since both these matters are not time-
sensitive, no votes are being requested at this meeting in order to allow time for further community process at the 
Jamaica Pond Association.
At the March 6 meeting, the Committee also discussed bicycle issues and complaints of improperly disposed syringes 
around the Shattuck Hospital.
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, April 3 at Curtis Hall. On the agenda will be a 
continuation of the discussion on .bicycle issues and improperly disposed syringes.
5.2.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron said that the Zoning Committee met twice: on March 7 and March 
21. Three matters were considered and two need a vote of the JPNC. One issue was sent to the JPNC Executive 
Committee because it had a hearing today on March 27: 16 Everett Street, a request by Lee Goodman of Watermark 
Development, Inc. to construct a new three-story residential condominium on 22,102 square foot vacant lot, with 
nine (9) residential units and nine (9) off-street parking spaces at grade. This parcel was part of the MassDOT 
disposal process. Watermark Development and the JP NDC jointly won the bid on this Everett Street parcel and 
parcels on Call Street. Watermark Development will develop this lot as nine units of market-rate housing and the JP 
NDC will develop the Call Street parcels as 100% affordable housing. There was lots of support from the neighbors, 
including the Sumner Hill Association. The recommendations of the ZC and the Executive Committee were to 
approve. The two matters needing a vote are: 1) 36 Hall Street, a request by Tim McGovern and Jim Custodio to 
change use from two-family to three-family residential dwelling within existing building footprint, with three off-
street parking spaces; remove roof and construct full third floor with roof deck (flat roof at height of existing ridge 
roof); complete removal/update of all mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems and interior/exterior finishes; 
building to be fully sprinklered. This is a change from a two-family to a three-family that previously had a fire. The 
building will remain on the same footprint. The developer, Tim McGovern, had a lot of community support. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 2) 3215 Washington Street, a request by Wilbur Chen of S & W 
Consulting Group to change occupancy from two-family to three-family dwelling, Unit 3 at attic level; extend Unit 
1 into basement; construct rear deck and rear addition with roof deck; building to be fully sprinklered. This 
development is being done by a Chinese investment consortium. The top storey will be fully dormered with giant 
shed dormers. The building will be all rental. The developers went through the community process with Egleston 
Square Neighborhood Association (ESNA) and received support from most of the neighbors. The recommendation of 
the ZC was to approve. Motion by David Baron to approve the ZC recommendations on 36 Hall Street and 
3215 Washington Street. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 13-1-1 (1 left early). 
Motion by Eric Herot to add Ronald Cross as a community member of the Zoning Committee. Seconded by Carmel 
Levy. Passed 15-0-0 (1 left early).
The next Zoning Committee meetings will be on Wednesday, April 4 and April 18 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth 
House. On the April 4 agenda will be 26 Clive Street (subsequently moved to April 18) and 29 Goldsmith Street.
5.3.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): No report. Priscilla Yang was absent.
The next EPE Committee meeting will be on Thursday, March 29 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
5.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on March 20. The Committee worked on four topics:
- In light of the upcoming JPNC Election, the H&DC looked at current and future issues for this Committee. They 
also discussed the Plan:JP/Rox Transportation Action Plan.
- The future of the Lemuel Shattuck Hospital campus was discussed. There are two upcoming meetings on this issue - 
Thursday, April 12 at 6:00pm at English High School on the Relocation Project and Overall Planning Process, and 
Thursday, April 26 at 6:30pm at English High School Cafeteria on the Supportive Housing Proposal.



- Kevin Rainsford gave an update on Team Arborway’s work on the Arborway Yard.
- There was a discussion of the Massachusetts State House legislation on Short-Term Rentals which passed the House 
of Representatives recently. The Bill creates three tiers of short-term rental housing: residential host (taxed at 4%), 
investor host (taxed at 5.7%), and professionally-managed host (taxed at 8%). All regulations are the responsibility 
of the local municipality. All hosts are taxed - at different rates - and must register with the Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue (DOR). The tax revenue from the professionally-managed hosts must go to infrastructure 
(25%) and affordable housing programs (25%). The Bill now goes to the Massachusetts Senate. Dave Baron asked 
about AirBnB in two- and three-family owner-occupied housing. He said that the Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
pilot program that was recently started in three neighborhoods of Boston is a very similar issue.
The next H&DC meeting will be on Tuesday, April 17 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School.
6. Ad-Hoc Election Committee: The bi-annual JPNC Election is on Saturday, April 28. The three polls will be at 
Stop & Shop, JP Licks, and Harvest Co-op from 10:00am to 5:00pm.  The nine-person Elections Committee has 
been meeting every week by conference call. Alan Benenfeld has resigned as an Ombudsperson, so a replacement is 
needed to bring the number back up to five. The Election Committee has promises of enough tables and chairs, but 
still needs a truck or SUV to transport them before 10:00am and after 5:00pm. The Election Committee is asking 
every JPNC member to supply at least two volunteers for April 28. Carolyn Royce will keep a spreadsheet of 
volunteers and poll locations.
7.  Old Business/New Business: None
8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:49pm.   
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, April 19, 2018 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


