
 Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
January 23, 2018 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, Max Glikman, Eric Herot, 
Kelly Vaughan Husid, Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, and Gert Thorn.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Weezy Waldstein, Adam Grenier, Brian Wilson, Ronald Cross, Jeff Ledellaytner, 
Marie Turley, Clive Moloney, Mike Leonard, Dick Monks, Matthew Littell, Natalie Kaufman (Office of State Rep. 
Liz Malia), State Representative Liz Malia, Ryan Manganelli (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), 
Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office).          
Meeting called to order at 7:13pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of December minutes: Motion by Robin Cheung to approve the December 19, 2017 minutes. 
Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 10-0-2 (1 came late).
3.  Rep. Liz Malia: State Representative Liz Malia handed out written copies of her 2017 Fall/Spring newsletters. 
The representative talked about CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information) reform in the context of her 
position on the Committee on Ways and Means. Inmates cost the state of Massachusetts $50,000/year on average. 
Mental health and substance use issues affect more than 50% of those incarcerated. If we could treat folks up front 
and keep them out of prison, the state would save a lot of money. There is also an attempt to screen all incarcerated 
people for drug or psychiatric problems early. The goal of CORI reform is to reduce the “lapse time” until folks 
have their records sealed down to seven years for a felony and three years for a misdemeanor. The House and the 
Senate both have Criminal Justice Reform bills which will be resolved in conference committee.
Bills coming out of Ways and Means have given $200,000 to Project Right for youths of color. Community 
Servings has received state money for their program expansion - for “Food as Medicine” and for new training for 
aging service providers for the LGBTQ community.
There is a bill to prevent employers from asking for a credit check before hiring an employee.
The state is expanding access to needle exchanges - there are nine at present. This is a way to quietly reach drug 
users who would otherwise never be reached.
Rep. Malia is trying to get more money for the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). It is the largest 
land owner in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and has very few resources.
Rep. Malia is working on a transgender rights ballot initiative. She is trying to frame the question as a “yes” on the 
referendum.
Questions from those attending were whether the Department of Children and Families (DCF) has improved. Yes, 
but slowly. Are there other states that have done better Criminal Justice Reform? New York and Rhode Island are 
perhaps a bit better, but nationwide reform is still in its early stage. Scandinavian countries have a very, very low rate 
of recidivism, but they use medicated-assisted treatment which has a lot of resistance in Massachusetts. Both the 
Affordable Housing Tax Credit and the Community Development Tax Credit are up for votes tomorrow. Where are 
we going on the Arborway Yard? Rep. Malia said that the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority {MBTA) is 
very strapped for money to achieve all its goals.
4.  Announcements: 
- The annual fundraiser for Community Servings called LifeSavor will be on April 26 this year. 
- Some artists working at 128 Brookside Avenue came to report that there has been a steady decline of artists in 
Jamaica Plain. At the adjacent 120 Brookside Avenue, 18 artists were evicted for development and only 2 will be 
replaced. 128 Brookside Avenue will be losing all of its artists, too; perhaps as soon as March 28. A previous planned 
sale of 128 Brookside did not happen. Motion by Bruce Marks to send an open letter to the seller of 128 Brookside 
Avenue saying they will have a hard time changing the use. Seconded by Gert Thorn. This makes it incumbent on the 
seller to inform the new buyer of the change of use difficulty. It was announced that the new buyer may be the same 
as the previous buyer. Failed 5-7-1. Motion by Carnel Levy to send a letter to the Mayor, with copies to the elected 
representatives, that the JPNC opposes a change of use at 128 Brookside Avenue, inform him that a buyer may be in 
active negotiations to purchase 128 Brookside and there is an active eviction process started that may be an 
end-around proper process. Passed 11-0-2.
5.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
5.1.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on January 16. A three-page draft and a two-page appendix of Good Jobs Standards was handed out 
and summarized by Ms. Royce. There was general agreement with the document, but a lot of discussion about how to 
implement the policy locally. Ideas were to go door-to-door to all local businesses, and/or eventually make the 
Standards official City Of Boston policy. Another idea was to ask questions about Good Jobs Standards to all 



businesses coming for support at JPNC Working Committees. Discussion to be continued at the next JPNC meeting.
The next H&DC meeting will be on Tuesday, February 20 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School.
5.2.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): No report. Priscilla Yang was not present. 
The next EPE Committee meeting will be on Thursday, February 15 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
5.3.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on January 2. 
The expected request for a B.Y.O.B. (Bring Your Own Bottle) license for the Ethiopian Café at 377 Centre Street 
was not heard as the applicant was not ready to go ahead. They will come to the Committee in the future. On the 
agenda was a discussion of good jobs in Jamaica Plain with the JP Jobs Committee. The Committee agreed to ask 
questions about Good Jobs Standards to all businesses coming for support at the Public Service Committee. 
There is a request for a minor change to a previous JPNC vote for Juicygreens. Motion by Michael Reiskind to 
amend the vote of support taken by the JPNC on November 28, 2017 on the petition of Juicygreens, Inc., at 
61 South Street in Jamaica Plain to change the hours of operation from "7:30am to 10:00pm" to "7:00am to 
9:00pm". Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 13-0-0.
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, February 6 at Curtis Hall. 
5.4.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron said that the Zoning Committee met three times: on December 20, 
January 3, and January 17. Five matters were considered and four need a vote of the JPNC: One issue was sent to the 
JPNC Executive Committee because it had a hearing on January 18: 8 Wyman Street, a request by Thomas Sullivan, 
to confirm occupancy as a single-family, change to two-family residential dwelling. The recommendations of the ZC 
and the Executive Committee were to approve, subject to doubling width of basement window, creating a basement 
entry door from existing bulkhead; no bedroom in basement. The four matters needing a vote are: 
1) 606-610 Centre Street, a request by Nancy Baxter (owner of Fancy Schmancy Doggie Day Care as agent for 
building owner Wong Nominee Trust), to amend occupancy from retail, nail salon, laundry, and doggie day care with 
accessory retail to nail salon, laundry, and doggie day care with accessory retail – dog day care to take over retail 
space; new space will function as play space for dogs, all dog washing to remain in existing space. Fancy Schmancy is 
expanding in their same block into 606 Centre Street (former Caramello’s) and needs a similar variance as they 
received at 610 Centre Street. All dog grooming will remain at 610 Centre Street. The two storefront businesses 
between 606 Centre and 610 Centre are in support. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 2) 41 Aldworth 
Street, a request by Daniel Moon and Olivier Delaporte, to renovate existing third floor, adding two dormers; 
construct new staircase from second to third floor; replace and enlarge door to existing deck; update electrical and 
heating systems, all per plans. This is an expansion of the second-floor condo unit into the third floor making it a 
two-floor unit. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, subject to the first floor unit giving their approval, 
which was received. 3) 71-73 Brookley Road, a request by Laura Sylvan, to subdivide existing 8,886 square foot lot 
into 4,422 lot with existing three-family residence and 4,464 vacant lot. This is a subdivision of a lot to create a 
vacant lot for a new building in the future. The Stonybrook Neighborhood Association voted not to oppose. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 4) 26 Bardwell Street, a request by Michel Soltani, to construct a new 
rear addition to an existing three-family residential dwelling; construct dormers and exterior decks with egress stairs; 
create three off-street parking spaces. This request had two visits to the Zoning Committee. Everybody is happy 
with the changes developed during the process, especially the buffering and landscaping. The recommendation of the 
ZC was to approve. Motion by David Baron to approve the ZC recommendations on 606-610 Centre Street, 41 
Aldworth Street, 71-73 Brookley Road, and 26 Bardwell Street. Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 13-0-0.
The next Zoning Committee meetings will be on Wednesday, February 7 and February 21 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth 
House. On the February 7 agenda will be Community Servings (18 Marbury Terrace), 31-33 Woodlawn Street and 
3247-3249 Washington Street (City Realty parcel on the corner of Cornwall Street).
6. Ad-Hoc Election Committee: The bi-annual JPNC Election is scheduled for Saturday, April 28. A timeline for 
the 2018 Election was submitted. Motion by Kevin Moloney to accept the submitted timeline for the 2018 JPNC 
Election. Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 13-0-0.
7.  Possible Ways to Increase Community Attendance at Council Meetings: Tabled to a future meeting
8.  Old Business/New Business:
8.1.  New Business: 
- It was announced that the Ward 19 Democratic Committee will caucus on Saturday, February 3 at 9:30am at the 
Painters and Allied Trades District Council 35 Training Center at 25 Colgate Road, Roslindale.
9. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:01pm.   
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, February 22, 2018 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


