
 Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
February 27, 2018 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Jacob Glickel, Max Glikman, Eric Herot, Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, 
Gert Thorn, and Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Dana Gonsalves, Weezy Waldstein, Dick Monks, Celeste Walker, State 
Representative Jeffrey Sánchez, Ryan Manganelli (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Yamit Yapor (Office of 
State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Collin Fedor (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), DB Reiff (City Councillor Annissa 
Essaibi-George’s Office), Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Emily Resnevic (Jamaica 
Plain Gazette), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:08pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members and representatives of elected officials introduced themselves.
2.  Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez: State Representative Jeffrey Sánchez started by complimenting his district staff. He 
then handed out written copies of his 2018 Spring newsletter. Even though he is now chair of the Ways and Means 
Committee, he always concentrates on neighborhood issues, especially for those most in need. Bromley-Heath/ 
Mildred C. Hailey Apartments has experienced a lot of crime (murder, shootings, drugs, prostitution, gambling). The 
huge federal bust in January has made a dramatic change for the better. There are weekly meetings in the Hailey 
Apts. and Julia Martin House which are making things better. Events such as the New Balance shoes giveaways are 
used to identify the youths most at risk. The Boston Housing Authority (BHA) rehabilitation of the Mildred C. 
Hailey Apartments is starting with Phase I being the buildings along Centre Street. There is not a lot of federal 
money as was used in the previous HOPE VI projects in Mission Main and Orchard Park. The important task is to 
have constant engagement with the youth and elderly in the developments.
Rep. Sánchez spoke about the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) parks. On January 18, there were 
150 people who came out to talk about all the Jamaica Plain parks - past, present, and future. There is $4.77Million 
for Jamaica Pond Park improvements in 2018. The DCR had a three-part project to make improvements in Jamaica 
Plain: 1) The light at Jamaicaway and Eliot Street is very successful. 2) Kelley Circle is completed and works well. 
3) The Perkins/Parkman intersection area is yet to be done. It will have crosswalks, a traffic light, new street lights 
and resurfacing done this spring. The most complex future project is what is proposed from Murray Circle to Kelley 
Circle. The representative thought he may be able to push harder over the next two years to get this done.
Legislative issues highlighted by Rep. Sánchez were the gay and transgender civil rights bills and a bill saving 
contraceptive rights for women in Massachusetts. Health care is a major focus for Rep. Sánchez; out of $40Billion in 
the Massachusetts budget, $15Billion goes for Mass. Health.
Jackson Square has received $500Million invested by the state over the years. Right now, Rep. Sánchez is in the 
middle of working on the state budget. He must meet with every member of the House and leaders in the Senate 
before bringing out a state budget. 
The representative ended by summarizing some ballot petitions that may up for a vote in November: 1) The 
transgender rights ballot initiative is an attempt to repeal the state’s transgender public accommodations act passed 
in 2016. 2) The millionaire tax would put a 4% state tax on all income over $1Million. 3) The sales tax rollback 
would reduce the sales tax rate from its present 6.25%. It may cost the state $2Billion a year.
There was a question about improvements for the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) and other 
transportation needs. The challenge is infrastructure outside of Boston. Past investments in the MBTA will be seen 
soon.
3.  Approval of January minutes: There was one change needed in the January minutes. In the Announcements 
section about artists at 128 Brookside Avenue, the second motion was moved by Carmel Levy. Motion by Bernard 
Doherty to approve the January 23, 2018 minutes, as amended. Seconded by Gert Thorn. 
Passed 11-0-2 (1 came late).
4.  Announcements: 
- There will be a JP Open House on the bike share expansion on Wednesday March 21 at 6:00pm at the First Baptist 
Church in JP (subsequently moved to Saturday, March 31 from 10am-12noon at Curtis Hall). 
- The new development at 137 Amory Street, part of the Boston Housing Authority (BHA) rehabilitation of their 
development at 125 Amory Street, was approved at the Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA) this morning. More about 
this in the report from the Zoning Committee.
- There will be a Local Environmental Action Conference on Saturday, March 3 at 9:00am at Northeastern 
University. Sponsored by The Toxics Action Center and Mass Climate Action Network.



5.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
5.1.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on February 6. 
There was a request for a new all-alcohol license at 3698 Washington Street (the site of the former Grass Fed-Forest 
Hills restaurant and before that Tonic Lounge). The owner is well-experienced, managing the Common Ground on 
Harvard Avenue in Allston and a second Common Ground in Arlington. Residents were supportive of this request. In 
response to a question, Mr. O’Guin explained to the Committee’s satisfaction why he had a large number of 
violations at his Allston Common Ground. He also fully satisfied the Committee about an incident at his Arlington 
Common Ground. Motion by Michael Reiskind to support the petition of Bar Orange Corp., doing business as “Bar 
Orange”,  at 3698 Washington Street for a seven-day common victualler all alcohol beverage license, with a 1:00am 
closing, and an Entertainment License for 5 TVs only, with Bob D. O’Guin, Jr. as manager. Seconded by Kevin 
Rainsford. Passed 13-0-0 (1 came late).
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, March 6 at Curtis Hall. On the agenda will be a 
request for the transfer of the beer & wine with liqueurs license at Grass Fed, 605 Centre Street, to a new corporation 
headed by Socrates Abreu, the present owner of Chilacates.
5.2.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang reported that the EPE Committee met on  
February 15. There was discussion on Zero Waste Boston - the EPE Committee has one member on this group.
The Committee is in touch with Matt O’Malley on a composting pilot for JP. The next Fixit Clinic will be on 
Saturday, April 7 from 10am to 1pm at the JP Branch Library. There is a $1000 grant for tools and supplies from 
the New England Grass Roots Environment Fund (NEGEF). The Eliot School is the fiscal sponsor. Rep. Sánchez 
provided coffee and refreshments at the last clinic.
Motion by Priscilla Yang to support the Digital Right to Repair Act H.143/S.96 and to send a letter to the Joint 
Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure to move the bill out of Committee with a favorable 
recommendation. Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 14-0-0.
The next EPE Committee meeting will be on Thursday, March 29 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
5.3.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on February 20. The Committee worked on rewriting the Good Jobs Standards. Copies of this revised 
Good Jobs Standards were handed out. Motion by Carolyn Royce to approve the revised Good Jobs Standards. 
Seconded by Carmel Levy. There were questions about implementation of the policy, the availability of qualified 
local labor, and minority training. Passed 14-0-0.
- Kevin Rainsford reported that Team Arborway has drafted a letter to try to get the Arborway Yard back into the 
next cycle (2019-2023) of the state’s Capital Investment Plan (CIP). It had been in the CIP from 2001 until 2008. 
Motion by Kevin Rainsford to approve a letter to MassDOT seeking funding for the Arborway Yard. Seconded by 
Carmel Levy. Gert Thorn asked that a sentence be added asking for a response by MassDOT at their earliest 
convenience, and to add a subject line at the top. Passed 14-0-0.
- Carolyn Royce reported on the MassDOT process of awarding seven surplus parcels in Jamaica Plain. Three of the 
parcels were combined and went to a joint  team of WaterMark Construction & Development and the Jamaica Plain 
Neighborhood Development Corporation (JP NDC). Motion by Carolyn Royce to approve a comment letter to the 
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation (JP NDC) regarding its proposed project at 71-85 Call Street 
(former MassDOT parcels) (4 homes, each with a rental unit, 8 units in all, all affordable). Seconded by Carmel 
Levy. There were concerns about the loss of trees on the lots and the environmental impacts. Is it a LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) project? Carolyn Royce reported that there is a cap on the profit 
for this development. Passed 13-1-0.
- There was a discussion of the Short-Term Rentals Policy recently released by the City of Boston. Rich Giordano, 
from the Fenway CDC, feels that the policy is much too weak because there is no control of investor-owned  
properties operated like AirBnB. Also, there doesn’t seem to be a policy on short-term corporate rentals.  Kevin 
Moloney reported that there has been no response yet from the Boston Planning and Development Agency  
(BPDA) on the short-term corporate rentals at 105A So. Huntington Avenue that they promised for early 
December 2017. Mr. Moloney will write a letter asking the BPDA for a response.
The next H&DC meeting will be on Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School.
5.4.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron said that the Zoning Committee met twice: on February 7 and 
February 21. Four matters were considered and three need a vote of the JPNC: One issue was sent to the JPNC 
Executive Committee because it had a hearing today on February 27: 137 Amory Street, a request by Urban Edge, to 
construct a new residential building on subdivided parcel -- four stories with sixty-two (62) units. This is planned as 
Building C of the BHA rehabilitation of the 125 Amory Street development. It is a cool-looking building which will 
have four stories sloping down to two stories. This building will have 62 units. When the whole campus is developed, 
there will be a total of about 600 units. The recommendations of the ZC and the Executive Committee were to 
approve. The three matters needing a vote are: 1) 18 Marbury Terrace, a request by Community Servings, to 
combine 15,408 square foot lot and 33,998 square foot lot and construct 17,000 square foot addition to existing 



building for catering/kitchen use; renovate 8,000 square feet in existing building; site work, landscaping, and grading. 
This building will be for commercial use only. Community Servings, which does a lot of good work providing meals 
for folks in need, is expanding. There were a lot of community people in attendance and supporting Community 
Servings. The proposal will turn the front face toward Amory Street and lead to more opportunity to attract 
volunteers. They do not plan to build on the gravel lot in front. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 2) 
287 Chestnut Avenue, a request by Peter Rowe, to legalize an existing three-family dwelling currently classified as a 
two-family. Since 1985, the owners have been paying taxes as a three-family. The building looks like a three-family, 
is up to code as a three-family, and is in a three-family district. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 3) 
34 Roseway Street, a request by Michael Dworman, to create a driveway and two off-street parking spaces. While 
this will create a new curb cut which leads to a deficit of one parking space, it will create two off-street parking 
spaces. There will be no front yard parking. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, subject to receipt of 
applicant documents. Motion by David Baron to approve the ZC recommendations on 18 Marbury Terrace, 
287 Chestnut Avenue, and 34 Roseway Street. Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 9-3-0 (2 left early).
The next Zoning Committee meetings will be on Wednesday, March 7 and March 21 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth 
House. On the March 21 agenda will be 3215 Washington Street.
6. Ad-Hoc Election Committee: The bi-annual JPNC Election is coming up and we need volunteers on Saturday, 
April 28. The three polls will be at Stop & Shop, JP Licks, and Harvest Co-op from 10:00am to 5:00pm. So there 
are two 3-1/2 hour shifts available at each polling place. The Election Committee is asking every JPNC member to 
supply at least two volunteers for April 28. Nomination papers will be available at the three Jamaica Plain libraries 
(JP Branch, Connolly Branch, and Egleston Square Branch) and Curtis Hall. The Jamaica Plain Gazette and Jamaica 
Plain News have agreed to print the biographies of each candidate and write about the election. We need social media 
to link to the JPNC web page. Eric Herot offered two six-foot tables for election day.
- Bruce Marks brought up the idea of allowing the designation of a party or a slate for candidates on the written 
ballot. Motion by Bruce Marks to have a slate name or designation on the ballot along with the candidate’s name and 
address. Seconded by Max Glikman. Most comments thought this would be too complicated. There was discussion of 
how to simplify this request. Failed 2-10-0 (2 left early).
7.  Old Business/New Business: None
8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:01pm.   
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, March 22, 2018 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


