
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
September 26, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, Robin Cheung, Jacob Glickel, Max Glikman, Eric Herot, 
Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Gert Thorn, Jeffrey Wiesner, and Priscilla Wang.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Gerry Wright, Dana Gonsalves, Adam Grenier, Andrea Spence, Katie Most, 
Brittany Burke, John Stark, Lynn Dann, Caleb McDermott, Jacob Dansey, Judy Leonardo, Michael P. Wheeler, 
Edward Roche, Marc Prettenhofer, Joseph Lekach (Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Michael Morris (for 
Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Mark Pilotte (for Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Jessica Morris (City 
Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), and Liana Poston 
(Office of State Rep. Liz Malia).          
Meeting called to order at 7:12pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves and aides to public officials introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of August minutes: Motion by Carmel Levy to approve the August 22, 2017 minutes. Seconded by 
Michael Reiskind. Passed 9-0-3 (1 came late).
3.  Announcements:
- The City of Boston is holding a series of meetings on its Bike Share expansion. Hubway is planning on adding 
seventy more stations, with six or seven more in Jamaica Plain. There have already been two meetings in JP, at the 
Hennigan School and Connolly Branch Library. The next one will be on Thursday, November 9 at Curtis Hall at 
6:00pm.
- Carmel Levy introduced some students from Boston University working on “Involve”, a program about 
community engagement.
- The transportation study for Plan:JP/Rox has begun. The transportation consultant Howard Stein Hudson 
Associates has been awarded a contract for $300,000. The first community meeting has already been held. The next 
one will be in November.
- On September 13, there was a pre-bid on-site meeting for MassDOT’s disposal of six parcels along the Southwest 
Corridor. The bids will be opened on October 18.
- The annual Octoberfest ¡Fiesta! fundraiser at The Brewery will be on Thursday, October 12 from 6:00pm to 
9:00pm. Tickets are $70.00. This year is the 40th anniversary of the JP Neighborhood Development Corporation.
- The Boston Symphony Orchestra will be performing at Franklin Park on Sunday, October 1 at 3:00pm. Other 
activities will begin at 1:00pm.
4.  105A South Huntington Avenue: Kevin Moloney summarized the history of the agreements made by the 
developer of the project at 105A South Huntington Avenue (Serenity Apartments). The developer had promised to 
not allow sub-leasing or student housing. The JPNC sent letters to the Boston Planning and Development Agency 
(BPDA) asking about this issue, about commitments by the developer on affordable housing and community benefits, 
as well as improper notification to the Impact Advisory Group (IAG) on the draft Cooperation Agreement. The 
BPDA Director responded on September 19. Kevin Moloney submitted a draft letter of response for the JPNC to 
approve. It states that the JPNC disagrees with the BPDA Director’s statement that there is no violation of the 
Project Cooperative Agreement and also points out that the Director’s dates about the IAG communications are 
wrong. Carolyn Royce was concerned that the Director’s distinction between a Temporary Certificates of 
Occupancy and a Full Certificates of Occupancy will delay the developer’s obligations for affordability and 
community benefits. Gert Thorn asked that language be added saying “we look forward to your prompt response.” 
Motion by Carolyn Royce to send the submitted draft letter to the BPDA with the additional language about a 
prompt response and concerns about the delay in the developer’s obligations for affordability and community 
benefits. Seconded by Gert Thorn. Passed 10-2-0 (1 came late). 
5.  Massachusetts Patient Foundation: Joseph Lekach, co-founder of the Massachusetts Patient Foundation 
(MPF), Mark Pilotte, and Michael Morris made the presentation on the proposal by MPF to establish a medical 
marijuana facility at 54 Hyde Park Avenue. This is a resumption of the June 2017 JPNC hearing which was 
continued to allow for more community meetings. Mr. Lekach said that there was at least one well-attended 
community meeting since June. He thanked the JPNC and community residents for attending all the meetings. Mr. 
Lekach personally leafletted the area and about thirty people attended last week’s community meeting. MPF is 
committed to having the building extremely secure. There will be exterior cameras and patients cannot be admitted 
without a state-issued Medical Marijuana Dispensary card. Mr. Lekach offered to have quarterly follow-up meetings 
with the community and gave out his personal e-mail and cell phone number. The hours of the facility have not been 
set yet, as they want to coordinate with the Shattuck’s schedule of dispensing medication. They also have to work 
out parking issues with the new Forest Hills station design. MPF plans to have a good amount of deliveries. There 



was a request from two JPNC members about making the front of the building look better - not a blank facade. The 
Massachusetts Patient Foundation is asking for a letter of non-opposition, and then will go to City Councillor Matt 
O’Malley and then the full Boston City Council for a letter of support or non-opposition. They then go to the 
Zoning Board of Appeal and then for State Licensing as a Registered Marijuana Dispensary. Finally, they must go to 
the Boston Public Health Commission for an operating permit. Much of the discussion was about the regulation that 
dispensaries must be at least 500 feet away from “any facility in which children commonly congregate”. 54 Hyde 
Park Avenue is across Hyde Park Avenue from a METCO bus stop in the MBTA parking lot. MPF said that the 
State usually does not define a bus stop as a facility in which children commonly congregate. Kevin Moloney said 
that the regulation regarding whether a bus stop is a facility needs to be clarified before the JPNC can decide. MPF 
said that other dispensaries have been permitted within 500’ of a school bus stop. Mr. Moloney asked to see written 
proof of the MPF position. Gert Thorn thought that the whole Forest Hills area is a place where lots of teens gather, 
as it is an intermodal transit facility. Audience members from Hyde Park Avenue, Wenham Street, Forest Hills 
Street, and Washington Street spoke in support, saying that this dispensary is extremely important for patients with 
real medical problems. There were audience members who supported the license because their mother uses medical 
marijuana or because they need the medicine for themselves. The building owner of 54 Hyde Park Avenue also spoke 
in support. Audience members from Weld Hill Street and Washington Street spoke in opposition, saying that the 
location of the building is wrong because it is so close to the METCO bus stop and other school buses. Another 
concern was the large number of “stoop sitters’ or hangers-on in the area. A Tower Street resident was neither for or 
against and said that before a vote is taken, MPF needs to supply a written statement on four issues: 1) MPF 
promises to have a Boston Police detail at the dispensary. 2) MPF will have quarterly community meetings for a 
least one year. 3) MPF will work with Shattuck to coordinate operating hours so as not to be disruptive. 4) MPF 
will reach out to METCO, Boston Public Schools and MBTA Transit Police to coordinate bus schedules and reduce 
congestion. Motion by Carmel Levy to send a letter to Councillor O’Malley and the Boston City Council to not 
oppose this request of the Massachusetts Patient Foundation, pending a written statement from MPF agreeing to 
issues 1) to 4) above. Seconded by Bruce Marks. Discussion focused on the fact that the process took a long time and 
there was no very strong opposition to the request. There was dismay that no elected representative or their aides 
attended the community meetings in the Forest Hills area. Passed 8-0-4 (1 came late). 
6.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
6.1.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on September 5. 
There was one restaurant license request at 264 Hyde Park Avenue. This was a previous owner of the same 
establishment. The request for a common victualler license went through the Executive Committee earlier this 
month. The Public Service Committee also considered the requests for one TV and  for take-out which requires 
separate votes. Motion by Michael Reiskind to support the petition of Julio Mendez, doing business as "El Fogon 
Tipico Dominicano", at 264 Hyde Park Avenue, for an entertainment license for one TV only, with Mabel De Mota 
as manager; and to support the petition of Elias Maroun at 264 Hyde Park Avenue to change the legal occupancy to 
restaurant with #36A take-out use at this address, with the proviso that the take-out use will stay with the current 
business tenant at 264 Hyde Park Avenue, Julio Mendez, doing business as "El Fogon Tipico Dominicano." Seconded 
by Carmel Levy. Passed 11-0-1(1 came late). The Committee also discussed a new topic on the safe disposal of 
sharps (needles) in the City of Boston. Two members of the Committee will attend working sessions in City Hall on 
this issue.
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, October 3. At the meeting, three requests for new 
establishments will be heard - Evergreen Eatery at 154 Green Street, Exodus Bagels at 3346 Washington Street, and 
Juicygreens at 61 South Street. Also, there will be a presentation on a Bus Pilot Project along Washington Street
6.2.  Zoning Committee (ZC): The Zoning Committee met on September 6. Three matters were considered and 
need a vote of the JPNC: 1) 6R Alveston Terrace, a request by Lorri Pace for installation of a 100 square foot 
chicken coop and run in rear yard of house. The Sumner Hill Association was in support. The recommendation of 
the ZC was to approve. 2) 140 Minden Street, a request by Josh Fetterman (acting as agent for City Realty) for an 
addition to the roof and a three-story rear addition with new balconies and decks per plans. These was no opposition 
to this request. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 3) 36-36A and 38-38A Haverford Street, a request 
by John Hall and David Oliveri for partial demolition of structure in rear; construct addition in rear and change 
occupancy from single-family houses (one with dental office) to two two-family residences in accordance with plans. 
There was concern in an August meeting that a close neighbor, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, may not have been 
informed. There was no opposition at the September meeting. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 
Motion by Carmel Levy to approve the recommendations on 6R Alveston Terrace, 140 Minden Street, and 36-36A 
and 38-38A Haverford Street. Seconded by Kevin Moloney. Passed 11-1-1. .
6.3.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang said that the EPE met on September 14. 
The second Fixit Clinic was held on September 23. The next Fixit Clinic will be on Saturday, January 27, 2018 from 
10am to 1pm at the JP Branch Library, 30 South Street. Three items were discussed at the meeting: (a) Gerry Wright 



said that Christine Cooper was the spark plug that changed Jamaica Pond into the clean, well-maintained park it is 
today. This life-long resident made people aware of its beauty. He is proposing to name the Jamaica Pond Boathouse 
as the “Christine Cooper Boathouse.”  The Jamaica Hills Association and Jamaica Pond Association have endorsed. 
Presently, there is no name on the Boathouse. Motion by Priscilla Yang to request the Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner to name the boathouse at Jamaica Pond the “Christine Cooper Boathouse” in recognition of her 
many years of service in improving Jamaica Pond and Jamaica Pond Park. Seconded by Bruce Marks. Passed 13-0-0. 
(b) The request for an endorsement of the Community Choice Energy Aggregation Program was tabled at the August 
JPNC meeting for more discussion. At its September 14 meeting, the EPE heard from folks from the Boston Climate 
Action Network. The proposal before the City Council would aggregate energy users from the whole city. This 
economy of scale would allow purchase of more renewable energy at a better price. Users wishing to withdraw would 
have to actively opt out. It is designed so that the mix would be the same cost as Eversource’s default rate. Motion 
by Priscilla Yang to endorse the City Council’s order to develop and implement a Community Choice Energy 
Aggregation plan for Boston. Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 13-0-0. (c) Sarah Freeman gave a summary of past 
initiatives in which Jamaica Plain worked together with the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). 
This year there have been huge cuts in the DCR budget - down 33% - and there are no collaborative initiatives any 
more. The Environmental League of Massachusetts thinks that environmentalists do not advocate strongly enough 
for the DCR budget. There are many needs in Jamaica Plain on the Emerald Necklace and Southwest Corridor Park. 
Motion by Priscilla Yang to send letters to Representatives Sánchez and Malia and Senator Chang-Diaz in support of 
the Green Budget focus of the Environmental League of Massachusetts, in support of increased funding of the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation. Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 13-0-0. 
There will be no October meeting of the EPE. The next EPE meeting will be on Thursday, November 16 at 6:00pm 
at JP Licks.
6.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on September 19. Cooperative housing was discussed. The H&DC was informed of how coops work. 
The interest of the H&DC is whether coops improve the chances for affordable housing. The Committee will pursue 
this question further.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be on Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green 
Street. The Boston Housing Authority’s 125 Amory Street project will be discussed.
7. Ad-Hoc Election Committee: Kevin Moloney reminded everyone that the JP Neighborhood Council has to 
have its biennial election in the spring of 2018. There must be an Ad-Hoc Election Committee set up to run the 
election. He is proposing that the JPNC officers plus volunteers become the Election Committee. Volunteering were 
Bruce Marks, Max Glikman, Carolyn Royce, Kevin Rainsford, and Robin Cheung. Motion by Carmel Levy to 
conduct the JPNC election on Saturday, April 28, 2018, and to begin planning for it. Seconded by Bruce Marks. 
Passed 13-0-0.
8. New Business: None
9. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:06pm.   
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


