
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
September 27, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Jacob Glickel, Kevin Leary, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Jeffrey Wiesner, and Meg Wood.
Other attendees: Thomas Goulde, Maureen O’Connor-Casilli, Adam Gibbons, George Lee, Carmel Levy, 
Jaclyn Youngblood, Allan Ihrer, Natalie Kaufman (Office of  State Rep. Liz Malia), Andrew Baldizon (City 
Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Amanda Alvarez Villot (Office of  State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Collin Fedor 
(Office of  State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), and Richard Heath (Jamaica Plain Bulletin).
Meeting called to order at 7:15pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1. Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2. Approval of July and August minutes: Motion by Michael Reiskind to approve the July 26, 2016 minutes. 
Seconded by Jacob Glickel. Passed 10-0-0 (2 late). Motion by Michael Reiskind to approve the August 30, 2016 
minutes. Seconded by Jacob Glickel. Passed 9-0-1 (2 came late).
3. Announcements: 
3.1.  Council vacancies: Kevin Moloney invited any persons interested in serving on the Council to contact him. 
The following seats are vacant: Area A: two; Area B one; At-Large: one. There were no immediate nominations.
3.2. Other Announcements:
- There will be a community conversation on a Green Line extension to Hyde Square on Thursday, September 29 
at 7:00pm at the Connolly Library, 433 Centre Street. Ken Tangvik will discuss the concept of the Latin Quarter.
- Boston Bisnow will be hosting a panel discussion on affordable housing tomorrow, September 28, from 7:30am to 
10:30am at the Ritz-Carlton, Boston, 10 Avery Street.
4. Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
4.1.  Executive Committee: The Executive Committee recommends the following proposed amendment to the  
the Council by-laws to be voted on, as per the by-laws, at the October Council meeting: 

Striking out the second paragraph of Article 12 and by substituting therefor the following (proposed 
changes indicated in bold): 

Members, officers and committee Chairs and committee members may be removed by the Council 
only for good cause shown. "Good cause shown" shall include, but not be limited to, absence from 
three consecutive regularly scheduled Council or committee meetings, persistent non-participation 
in committee work, or absence from more than five regularly scheduled Council or committee 
meetings in the prior twelve months. Following the presentation of reason or reasons for removal of 
a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member at a regular Council meeting, the 
Council shall vote on whether to consider removal. If the member being considered for removal is 
not present at that meeting, written notice of the Council vote shall be delivered to the member or 
sent via registered or certified mail within ten days of the Council meeting. After any vote by the 
Council to consider removal of a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member the 
individual who is the subject of the vote shall be given an opportunity to resign at or before the next 
regular Council meeting. Removal of a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member 
shall be by a two-thirds vote of those present at the following regular Council meeting provided there 
is a quorum present at the time of the vote. 

4.2.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Jacob Glickel reported that the Committee met on 
September 8. They revised the existing charter and proposed to explicitly include protection and promotion of the 
urban forest and urban agriculture, and advocacy for energy efficiency. They will distribute a draft version of the 
amended charter later. 
The next meeting of the EPE Committee will be on October 13 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
4.3.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Committee Chair Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met on 
September 7 and September 21. Five matters were considered and three need a vote by the JPNC. Two items went 
before the JPNC Executive Committee: 1) 64 Allandale Street, a request by Wonder Group, LLC, to develop a 2-acre 
parcel with six buildings including a total of 20 residential townhouse units. The Zoning Committee recommended 
denial and the Executive Committee affirmed. The petition was heard by the Board of Appeal (BoA) this morning 
and the developer asked for a deferral. 2) 14-16 McBride Street, a request by Stephen Ballas, trustee of McBride JP 
Realty Trust, to construct two two-family residential dwellings. This matter was heard four times before the Zoning 
Committee. The ZC recommended approval with the provisos that developer agree to combine the units in this 
project with the related development at 5 McBride Street for affordability purposes, so more than 6 units at 5 
McBride Street will trigger inclusionary zoning; BRA design review. The Executive Committee affirmed. The 
petition was granted this morning by the BoA. The three matters needing a vote by the JPNC are: 3) 48R Union 
Avenue, a request by Rachel Paxton, to construct a new 8 foot by 20 foot wood deck on second floor with stair to 



grade. This faces an adjoining lot used mostly for storage and the owners of the storage lot were apprehensive about 
the deck. After discussion, the abutters supported the petition as long as the owners of 48R Union Ave. did not 
oppose any future variances needed by the abutters. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. 4) 89 Jamaica 
Street, a request by Timothy Burke, to construct a new 2 1/2 story, two-family residence on a 3,662 square foot lot. 
Neighbors liked the proposed design.The Zoning Committee recommends approval. 5) 44 Evergreen Street, a request 
by Scott Johnson, to combine parcels to make a new 7,892 square foot parcel; change occupancy from two-family to 
four-family residence; construction as per plans. There were concerns by a rear neighbor on Bynner Street and some 
provisos were agreed upon. The Zoning Committee recommends approval with provisos that the retaining wall on 
69 Bynner Street side be no higher than existing, and all five parking spaces be available for the use of 44 Evergreen 
residents (rather than abutters). Motion by David Baron to approve the three recommendations on 48R Union Ave., 
89 Jamaica Street, and 44 Evergreen Street. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 9-0-1 (1 came late)(1 left early). 
The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be on October 5 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. The proposal for 
3193 Washington Street (Jackson Glass) will be discussed and 55 Green Street will return.
4.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on September 20 and discussed Good Jobs standards. The H&DC will ask future developers to 
voluntarily agree to the standards. The H&DC will continue the discussion at the their next meeting on October 18.
Kevin Rainsford reported on the ongoing work of the Committee on the Arborway Yard, “Team Arborway”. It 
includes many elected public officials as well as old hands from the old CPCAY (Community Planning Committee for 
the Arborway Yard). There have been changes in leadership at the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) and Massachusetts Highway Department (MassDOT) since the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in 
2001 agreed that the MBTA would build the bus facility and transfer not less than eight acres of the site to the City 
for community use. There were two meetings in August. Natalie Kaufman, from State Rep. Liz Malia’s office, said 
that the representative, the State House Boston delegation, Mayor Walsh and Congressman Capuano are all asking 
for the Arborway bus yard project to be included in the CIP (5-year rolling transportation Capital Improvement 
Plan). They had a followup meeting with State Secretary of Transportation Stephanie Pollack to try to move the 
MBTA/MassDOT forward to build the facility. Neighborhood resident Allan Ihrer talked about how the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) draft Plan:JP/Rox encroaches on the MBTA’s original planned land needed for the 
bus facility. Motion by Kevin Rainsford to 1) have the JPNC respond to the Final Draft of the Plan: JP/Rox with a 
letter requesting wording in the Plan expressing the need to honor and maintain the MOU, and the need for 
community to participate in any discussions of a disposition plan for the Arborway Yard, and 2) allow the JPNC, 
which the CPCAY joined, to continue to serve as the voice of the community, and advocate with the City and the 
State for a resolution to the stalemate that exists over the Arborway Yard. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 10-0-0 
(1 left early)(1 came late). 
4.5.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Public Service Committee met on 
September 6. New initiatives for the Committee were discussed. He then requested that, in addition to the two ex-
officio Council officers and Michael Reiskind, Chair, and Jeffrey Wiesner, Vice Chair, the following also be approved 
as Public Service Committee members: 

Name Address Occupation
Constance Cervone Pond Circle Real Estate Broker
Robin Cheung Moss Hill Road Health Ombudsperson
Dorothy Farrell Pond Street Director, Health Services
Dana Gonsalves Creighton Street Building caretaker
Jake Hart Forest Hills Street Consultant
Louise Johnson Malcolm Road Data Service Manager
Kevin Rainsford Paul Gore Street Clinical Director
Carolyn Royce Olmstead Street Bookkeeper
Gert Thorn Architect Robinwood Avenue

Motion by Michael Reiskind to accept the membership of the Public Service Committee as presented. Seconded by 
Kyle Smith. Passed 10-0-0 (1 left early) (1 came late). There are presently five open seats for neighborhood 
residents on the Committee.
The next meeting of the Public Service will be on October 4 at 7:00pm at Curtis Hall. There will be four license 
requests on the agenda: Evy Tea, for an all-alcohol license at 253 Amory Street; The Gate, for a transfer of the 
existing all-alcohol license of Coco’s Lounge at 3169 Washington Street; Centre Street Café, for a cordials license at 
669 Centre Street; and Casa Verde, for an all-alcohol license at 711 Centre Street.
5. New Business: Jake Glickel reported that the development at 3383 Washington Street (former Royal Fried 
Chicken) is stalled and may be sold to another developer. Also, the development at 3200 Washington Street (former 
Economy Plumbing) was sold to another developer before construction, and 3531-3541 Washington Street (former 
Flanagan & Seaton) may be sold to another developer before construction. Olmsted Green at 161 So. Huntington 
Avenue may also be sold. He asked what is causing this trend; have the economies of development changed? What 



does the JPNC and the Housing & Development Committee want to see?
6. Adjournment: Motion by Kevin Leary to adjourn the September 2016 JPNC meeting. Passed 11-0-0 (1 left 
early)  The meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 7:00PM, at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


