
 Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
October 24, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Max Glikman, Kelly Vaughan Husid, Kevin Leary, Carmel Levy, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, 
Gert Thorn, and Meg Wood.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Dana Gonsalves, Susan Pranger, Diane Spears, Andy Hatcher, Dave Nash, 
Dorothy Clark, Edward Stanley, Celeste Walker, Darren Cole, Andrew McFarland (Livable Streets), Ruth Nieves 
(Resonant Energy), Abigail Norman (Eliot School), Charlie Fox (Eliot School), Bonnie McBride (Eliot School), 
Christine Poff (City of Boston Community Preservation Act program), Natalie Kaufman (Office of State Rep. Liz 
Malia), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:09pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves and aides to public officials introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of September minutes: Motion by Bernard Doherty to approve the September 26, 2017 minutes. 
Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 9-0-4 (1 came late).
3.  Announcements:
- The annual Pie in the Sky fund raising event for Community Servings is happening again this year. Pies for 
Thanksgiving are available at $30.00/pie. The last day to sign up to buy pies for the “Pie in the Sky” Thanksgiving 
bake sale is Saturday, November 18. Sign up at www.pieinthesky.org.
- The 14th annual Canine Costume Parade will be on Saturday, October 28. Registration is at 12noon at the First 
Baptist Church in Jamaica Plain, 633 Centre Street.
- The annual Halloween Stroll Trick or Treat will take place in the Centre/South Streets business district on  
Tuesday, October 31 from 3:00pm-6:00pm. Sponsored by the Jamaica Plain Business & Professional Association.
- On Thursday, November 2 starting at 10:00am at the Great Hall in the Massachusetts State House, there will be a 
Parks and Water Lobby Day co-sponsored by the Environmental League of Massachusetts (ELM).
4.  105A South Huntington Avenue: Kevin Moloney summarized the history of letters sent by the JPNC to the 
Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) asking about the June 2013  promises made by the developer of 
the project at 105A South Huntington Avenue (Serenity Apartments) to not allow sub-leasing or student housing, 
and that the lessee must live in the unit. The BPDA Director responded on September 19. The JPNC responded in a 
letter mailed on October 6, in which it disagreed with the BPDA Director’s statement that there is no violation of 
the Project Cooperative Agreement, points out that the Director’s dates about the IAG communications are wrong, 
and is concerned that the Director’s distinction between a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy and a Full Certificate 
of Occupancy will delay the developer’s obligations for affordability and community benefits. There has 
been no response from the the BPDA, but they will send representatives to the November meeting of the JPNC. 
5.  Eliot School of Fine & Applied Arts: Abigail Norman, Director of the Eliot School, Charlie Fox, board 
member emeritus, and Bonnie McBride, board member, made the presentation. They first handed out a plot plan, 
history, and timeline of a possible renovation and expansion of the school presently at 24 Eliot Street. The reasons 
are because the school’s programs exceed its present capacity, and because the present building is not up to code. The 
school’s biggest program sends teachers in arts, woodworking  and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) to Boston Public Schools. Its second-largest program gives on-site classes at 24 Eliot Street. The 
school is actually thriving in programs and finances. The school intends to first select an architect for a feasibility 
study in mid-2018 to explore three options: expand on-site, expand both on-site and at an alternative site, or put all 
programs on an alternative site. The present building has 7,000 sq. ft. and it sits on a lot of either 24,491 sq. ft. or 
35,235 sq. ft. The building does not have separate protection as an historic building, although it is part of the 
Monument Square State and National Historic District. Dave Baron asked about plans for parking on-site. It is too 
early, but the issues are preserving green space and trees, if parking would be considered. Bernie Doherty asked why 
the timeline is so long, and asked who are the trustees of the Eliot School?  In response to a question on estimating 
costs, it is also too early, but an elevator, lead paint removal and an endowment will all be under consideration. 
There was a question about how to reach out to major donors. Also, would changing the name of the school be 
considered? Carolyn Royce brought up that an important goal of Plan:JP/Rox is saving “Maker Spaces”, of which 
the Eliot School is an important part.
6.  Community Preservation Act (CPA): Christine Poff, Director of the City of Boston’s Community 
Preservation Group, made a presentation asking for residents to apply to be on the Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC), the group that makes recommendations on how to disburse $20Million in CPA funds starting on 
July 1, 2018. Ms. Poff reminded folks that the CPA option was passed in Boston in 2016 with 74% of the vote. It 
permits a surcharge on the annual real estate tax. There is also an additional 12% state matching grant from a 



statewide Community Preservation Trust Fund, which is raised from real estate transfer fees. The money must be 
used in only three areas: historic preservation, parks, and affordable housing, with at least 10% in each area. After 
allowing 5% for administration, that leaves 65% in discretionary spending to be recommended by this Committee. 
Four out of nine seats are open to the community (five are ex-officio). These community seats must have one 
member with a background in business, one with a historic preservation, parks, or affordable-housing background, and 
two with community involvement. After the Committee is appointed by the City Council, it is subject to the Open 
Meeting Law and will have at least on community meeting a year. Questions from the audience were whether 
members of the CPC are subject to the Conflict of Interest Law (yes, they must recuse themselves if necessary) and 
whether an advisory group of additional community members could be added to aid the CPC. Applications are due by 
Thursday, November 9 and Ms. Poff is hoping for a large group of applicants. Please apply at: 
www.boston.gov/community-preservation. 
7.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
7.1.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang was not present. Letters were sent to the 
Jamaica Plain state legislators asking them to increase funding for the Department of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) and mentioning some Jamaica Plain projects.
The next EPE meeting will be on Thursday, November 16 at 6:00pm at JP Licks. The focus of the meeting will be 
on ZeroWaste - MassCOSH (Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health) and the ZeroWaste 
Coalition have been invited.
7.2.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee met on October 3. 
There was a presentation on a Bus Priority Pilot Project along Washington Street and two license requests were 
considered. The Bus Priority Pilot Project would extend down Washington Street from the Forest Hills MBTA 
station to Roslindale Square to give the large number of buses and the overwhelming number of riders in this corridor 
a faster trip. It would probably entail removing a parking lane along this section of Washington Street during rush 
hours. The plan is included in the Go Boston 2030 Plan and received high marks. The plan is in early conceptual 
stage and needs community support to move forward in design. Andrew McFarland from Livable Streets helped 
answer questions. Bernie Doherty was surprised that neighbors at Forest Hills had not yet heard about the project. He 
was angry at the lack of outreach. Motion by Michael Reiskind to write a letter to the Mayor and City Councillors of 
the City of Boston in support of the Washington Street bus priority pilot project from Forest Hills to Roslindale 
Square. Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 13-1-0.
The first license request was from Exodus Bagels. This bakery has been working out of a commissary in Roslindale 
and selling a lot at farmers markets. It hopes to open its first retail bakery at 3346 Washington Street at the corner 
of Green Street/Glen Road. All baking would be done in Roslindale and shipped to the retail location. There was 
strong neighborhood support. It was decided to take the requests for support for common victualler and take-out 
together.  
Motion by Michael Reiskind to support the petition of Exodus Bagels LLC, doing business as "Exodus Bagels", 
at 3346 Washington Street for a seven-day common victualler license, with the hours of 7:00am to 2:00pm, with 
Adam Hirsh as manager; and also to support the petition of 3346 Washington Street Realty Trust (Bernard S. 
Cunningham) at 3346 Washington Street to change the legal occupancy to restaurant with #36A take-out use at this 
address, with the proviso that the take-out use will stay with the current business tenant at 3346 Washington Street, 
Exodus Bagels LLC, doing business as "Exodus Bagels". Seconded by David Baron. Passed 14-0-0.
The second license request was from Evergreen Eatery at 154 Green Street. The proposed manager is Phil Paik who 
owns the long-established JP Seafood on Centre Street. This location at Green Street and Amory Street (formerly La 
Rana Rossa) would have a double concept, but one entrance: a café along the Green Street side for morning 
commuters, and a sit-down restaurant with comfort food along Amory Street. Alcohol would be served only with 
food. There was strong neighborhood support. It was decided to take the requests for support for common victualler 
and take-out together. Motion by Michael Reiskind to support the petition of Evergreen Eatery Inc., doing 
business as "Evergreen Eatery and Café", at 154 Green Street, for a seven-day common victualler wines and malt 
with liqueurs license, with the hours of 7:00am to 10:00pm, and with a seasonal outdoor patio for 46 seats, with Phil 
Paik as manager, with the two provisos that alcohol be served with food only and Evergreen Eatery and Café have a 
follow-up community meeting with their neighbors and the JPNC six months after opening the patio; and also to 
support the petition of Bartlett Square Condo (Christopher P. DeSisto) at 154 Green Street to change the legal 
occupancy to restaurant with #36A take-out use at this address, with the proviso that the take-out use will stay with 
the current business tenant at 154 Green Street, Evergreen Eatery Inc., doing business as "Evergreen Eatery and 
Café". Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 14-0-0
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, November 7. At the meeting, two requests for new 
establishments will be heard - Juicygreens at 61 South Street and Delicias 100% Express at 660A Centre Street. 
7.3.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron said that the Zoning Committee met on October 4 and October 18. 
Four matters were considered and need a vote of the JPNC: 1) 17-19 Walk Hill Street, a request by City Realty, to 



change occupancy from a two-family to a three-family residence, renovate and add two dormers; install sprinkler 
system. This will hardly change the look of the house - the front, side and rear will be the same. The dormers are not 
enormous. There was no opposition. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 2) 19R Cheshire Street, a 
request by Scott Johnson, to construct a new two-car garage, per plans. This property came up last year for 
Neighborhood Design Overlay District (NDOD) consideration. It was sold to a developer who wants a bigger garage. 
The neighbors like the design. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 3) 28 Cedarwood Road, a request by 
James Kennedy, to extend living space into attic, add dormers on east side, add skylights on west side roof; replace 
pulldown second floor ceiling entry with stairs from second to third floor. These are long-time residents who would 
like to extend the attic and put in a full set of stairs. The Jamaica Hills Association was in support. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 4) 3147-3149 Washington Street, a request by 3147-3149 Washington 
LLC/City Realty, to change the occupancy from a three-family to a four-family residential building, renovate top 
floor, create parking spaces; building to be fully sprinklered. This doesn’t change the building envelope. They 
proposed parking in the rear. They will now use the side driveway as well as the rear driveway. The recommendation 
of the ZC was to approve the current, revised plans showing permeable pavers, and the developer to work with 
ESNA on screening and buffering of the parking area. Motion by David Baron to approve the recommendations on  
17-19 Walk Hill Street, 19R Cheshire Street, 28 Cedarwood Road, and 3147-3149 Washington Street. Seconded by 
Kevin Rainsford. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early).
The matter of 128 Brookside Avenue was discussed at the Zoning Committee, in the context of Plan:JP/Rox. There 
are twenty-or-so artists working out of 128 Brookside. One of the goals of the Plan is to preserve artist space. The 
ZC recommends that this building be preserved for artist work space. Motion by Carmel Levy to send a letter to the 
mayor and to the director of the BPDA that, in light of the recent signing of a purchase and sale agreement for 128 
Brookside Avenue, which presently is utilized by 20 artists for work spaces and that the JP/Rox Plan recommends 
preservation of such uses, the current zoning at the site of Light Industrial not be changed either by vote of the 
Zoning Commission or by vote of the Board of Appeal. Seconded by Kevin Leary. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early).
The next Zoning Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, November 15 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. There 
will be five matters on the agenda: 8 Wyman Street, 87 Westchester Road, 279 and 281 Lamartine Street, and 55 
McBride Street.
7.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on October 17. The Boston Housing Authority’s (BHA) 125 Amory Street project was discussed. 
The plan is for the BHA to turn over part of the BHA land to the three partners (JP Neighborhood Development 
Corporation (JPNDC), Urban Edge, and The Community Builders) in return for renovating the existing 199 units in 
the main apartment building for the BHA. Ten new units will also be created in the main building and no tenant will 
be displaced from their existing apartment during renovation. The newly-acquired land will house new buildings, with 
200 new units owned and managed by the three partners, although with different partners owning different buildings.
The H&DC advocates for affordability, landscaping and job creation. The H&DC recommends preliminary support 
at this stage of the project. Motion by Carolyn Royce to send a letter to the BPDA of support at this stage (with 
comments) of the project proposed for 125 Amory Street by the JPNDC, Urban Edge, and The Community Builders. 
Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early).
Motion by Carolyn Royce to approve Carmel Levy as a member of the Housing & Development Committee. 
Seconded by Max Glikman. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early).
The next meeting of the H&DC will be on Tuesday, November 21 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green St.
8. Ad-Hoc Election Committee: Kevin Moloney said that the Ad-Hoc Election Committee should meet soon - in 
November - to plan for the biennial election on Saturday, April 28, 2018. The ombudspersons from the last election 
will be asked to volunteer again. Carmel Levy asked to join the Election Committee - Kevin Moloney, Bernie 
Doherty, Michael Reiskind, Robin Cheung, Max Glikman, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, and Carolyn Royce.
9. New Business:
- On Saturday, October 28, Boston Park Advocates will be having their Fall Parks Forum starting at 8:00am at the 
Great Hall of the Codman Square Health Center at 6 Norfolk Street, Dorchester.
- Carmel Levy introduced Darren Cole, a digital storyteller for the City of Boston.
- Ruth Nieves introduced herself as a solar energy advocate from Resonant Energy, a Boston-based solar energy 
company that wants to provide 100% clean energy to all residents of the city.
10. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:59pm.   
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, November 23, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


