
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
October 25, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Jacob Glickel, Kevin Rainsford, 
Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Peter Steiger, Jeffrey Wiesner, and Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Carmel Levy, Dana Gonsalves, Taylor Cain, Jesse Zimmerer (Office of  State Sen. Sonia Chang-
Diaz), DB Reiff (City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office), Amanda Alvarez Villot (Office of  State Rep. 
Jeffrey Sánchez), and Richard Heath (Jamaica Plain Bulletin).
Meeting called to order at 7:09pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1. Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2. Announcement: DB Reiff, from Councillor-At-Large Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office, announced that the 
Councillor has been working on the following issues. there have been three hearings on the issue of homeless 
children. There are at least 4,000 homeless children in the Boston Public Schools. There are working sessions on the 
health hazards of Canada Geese. The issue of moving the opening of Boston Public Schools to later times. The fiscal 
impact of raising the cap on charter schools is significant. Right now, Boston received $158M last year for charter 
schools (deducted from other aid) plus the promise of reimbursement for interim students who left or arrived in the 
middle of schools years. The City has not received this promised reimbursement from the state for the last several 
years - it amounts to about $48M. Charter schools like to attract Boston students because they reimbursement rate is 
higher than adjoining towns. Councillor Essaibi-George stands against raising the cap on charter schools. Kevin 
Moloney promised to invite all four At-Large City Councillors to report to the JPNC in 2017.
3. Approval of September minutes: Motion by Kevin Moloney to approve the September 27, 2016 minutes. 
Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 8-0-2.
4. Announcements: 
4.1.  Council vacancies: Kevin Moloney urged people interested in serving on the Council to contact any member 
of the Council. The following seats are still vacant: Area A: two; Area B one; At-Large: one.
4.2. Other Announcements:
- Urban Edge will host a Fall Wiest on Thursday, October 27 at the site of the future Jackson Square Recreation 
Center from 3:00pm to 6:00pm.
- The 13th annual Canine Costume Parade will be on Saturday, October 29 starting at 12noon from the First Baptist 
Church in Jamaica Plain, 633 Centre Street.
- The annual Halloween Stroll Trick or Treat will take place in the Centre/South Streets business district on  
October 31 from 3:00pm-6:00pm. Sponsored by the Jamaica Plain Business & Professional Association.
- The annual Octoberfest ¡Fiesta! fundraiser at The Brewery will be on Thursday, October 27 from 6:00pm to 
9:00pm 
5. Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
5.1.  Executive Committee: The Executive Committee recommends a vote to amend the Council by-laws as 
follows: 

Strike out the second paragraph of Article 12 and substitute therefor the following (proposed changes 
indicated in bold): 

Members, officers and committee Chairs and committee members may be removed by the Council 
only for good cause shown. "Good cause shown" shall include, but not be limited to, absence from 
three consecutive regularly scheduled Council or committee meetings, persistent non-participation 
in committee work, or absence from more than five regularly scheduled Council or committee 
meetings in the prior twelve months. Following the presentation of reason or reasons for removal of 
a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member at a regular Council meeting, the 
Council shall vote on whether to consider removal. If the member being considered for removal is 
not present at that meeting, written notice of the Council vote shall be delivered to the member or 
sent via registered or certified mail within ten days of the Council meeting. After any vote by the 
Council to consider removal of a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member the 
individual who is the subject of the vote shall be given an opportunity to resign at or before the next 
regular Council meeting. Removal of a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member 
shall be by a two-thirds vote of those present at the following regular Council meeting provided there 
is a quorum present at the time of the vote.

This proposal has appeared on the agenda at three JPNC meetings. It places the same criteria on Committee 
members as on JPNC members. Passed 10-0-0.
5.2.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Public Service Committee met on 
October 4. There were four license requests on the agenda: 1) The Gate requested a transfer of the existing all-



alcohol license of Coco’s Lounge at 3169 Washington Street. The proposed manager is one of the owners of the 
former James’s Gate on McBride Street which closed last year. Mr. Byrne wants to buy the business and building at 
3169 Washington Street and operate it with the same hours. He will have only acoustic live music, plans to expand 
the kitchen, reduce the number of TVs and will still have the two residential units upstairs. He has the support of the 
nearby Chilcott Place/ Granada Park neighborhood group, but since there had been past complaints from neighbors 
about noise, the Committee asked for a followup meeting in six months. 2) Centre Street Café requested an upgrade 
to a cordials license from a beer and wine license at 669 Centre Street. They said that grappa and sambuca are 
appropriate at an italian restaurant. They agreed to the previous provisos at the establishment. 3) Casa Verde 
requested an all-alcohol license at 711 Centre Street. They now have a beer and wine with cordials license, but have 
been getting a lot of requests from patrons for a true margarita at this mexican restaurant. 4) Evy Tea requested an 
all-alcohol license at 253 Amory Street. The Public Service Committee recommended approval. Evy Chen has been 
operating Evy Tea as a café on Amory Street for five months. The new concept would have innovative tea cocktails 
available after 4:00pm and on weekends, serving mixed tea drinks along with the baked goods, snacks and other bites. 
Because of time constraints, this matter was sent to the Executive Committee. 
Motion by Michael Reiskind that the following three Public Service Committee recommendations be approved:
The Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council (JPNC) would like to support the petitions of 
1) Tropical Ventures, LLC, doing business as "Coco's Lounge", at 3169-3171 Washington Street for a transfer of its 
Seven-Day Common Victualler All Alcoholic Beverages License to The Gate JP, LLC, doing business as "The Gate", 
at the same location, with a closing time of 1:00am, with Paul Byrne as manager, with an Entertainment License for 
three (3) TVs and up to five (5) live performers for acoustic music, with the proviso that The Gate has a follow-up 
community meeting with their neighbors and the JPNC six months after opening.
2) 669 Centre, LLC, doing business as "Centre Street Café", at 669A Centre Street for a change in its Seven-Day 
Common Victualler Malt & Wine License to Wines, Malt Beverages and Liqueurs, with the provisos that alcohol be 
served with food only or to patrons while waiting for a table, and the opening on Sunday at 8:00am is for food only.
3) 711 Centre, LLC, doing business as "Casa Verde", at 711 Centre Street for a Seven-Day Common Victualler All 
Alcoholic Beverages License with a closing time of 1:00am, with David Doyle as manager, with the proviso that 
alcohol be served with food only or to patrons while waiting for a table. 
Motion was seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 10-0-0.
The next meeting of the Public Service will be on November 1 at 7:00pm at Curtis Hall.
5.3.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Committee Chair Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met on 
October 5 and October 19. Six matters were considered and four need a vote by the JPNC. Two items went before 
the JPNC Executive Committee: 1) 3193 Washington Street (Jackson Glass), a request by City Realty, to raze the 
existing building and construct a new 40-unit residential condo building with three retail spaces, as per plans. The 
meeting was very well attended by members of the community. There were many reasons for the Zoning 
Committee’s unanimous recommendation for denial. Although the developer will probably not need a height 
variance under the likely JP/ROX plan, if that zoning were now in effect the development would need setback and 
step-back variances.  If the Plan:JP/ROX process is to have any meaning, the new Code and the new map needs to be 
strictly adhered to in all aspects for new proposals. There was also a contingent of families at the meeting who live 
at City Realty properties. They argued that City Realty should not be granted variances on 3193 Washington until it 
has resolved the situation at 26 School Street in a way that keeps longtime JP residents in their homes. The 
Executive Committee affirmed the ZC’s recommendation. The petition was heard by the Zoning Board of Appeal 
(ZBA) and the developer was deferred on procedural reasons because the Boston Planning and Development 
Agency’s (BPDA) recommendation was not made at an Open Meeting. 2) 55 Green Street (Verizon lot), a request by 
Michael Welsh (acting as agent for D+S Green Street LLC), to construct a new two-family residence with four off-
street parking spaces. After meetings with the neighbors, the developer proposed a smaller development. The rear 
neighbors have been used to parking on the vacant 55 Green Street. After a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)  
was worked out, the parking spaces have been reduced to two. The ZC recommended approval - with two parking 
spaces - with the proviso that developer is subject to a MOU with rear neighbors at 48-50 Seaverns Avenue. The 
four matters needing a vote by the JPNC are: 3) 192-194 Amory Street, a request by Andreas Hwang and Nelson 
Aponte, to finish attic space and create opening between third and fourth floor, expanding existing third unit; no 
change in occupancy. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. 4) 40-42 Chestnut Square, a request by James 
Aidan Foley to construct two rear decks on existing 2-family building. Abutting neighbors liked the proposal and 
came in support. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. 5) 405 South Huntington Avenue, a request by 
Jonathan Block (manager of 405 South Huntington Avenue LLC) to renovate interior and exterior of existing six-
family dwelling; no change in occupancy. This is a gut renovation of an existing six-family non-conforming building. 
The Jamaica Pond Association is not opposed. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. 6) 174 Forest Hills 
Street, a request by Laurel Ridge Rehabilitation and Skilled Care Center, to construct 23 x 24 foot awning on first-
floor patio. This was not controversial. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. Motion by David Baron to 
approve the four recommendations on 192-194 Amory Street, 40-42 Chestnut Square, 405 South Huntington 



Avenue, and 174 Forest Hills Street. Seconded by Michael Reiskind. Passed 10-0-0. 
The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House on November 2 or November 9, 
depending on whether Plan:JP/Rox can be discussed. 78-80 Jamaica Street will also be on the early agenda.
5.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Kevin Rainsford reported that the Housing & 
Development Committee met on October 18 and discussed the Arborway Yard. At the September JPNC meeting, the 
BPDA was asked to affirm the MOU in Plan:JP/Rox. The BPDA has put some MOU language as well as some Forest 
Hills Improvement Initiative language in the appendices of Plan:JP/Rox. Motion by Kevin Rainsford to send a thank 
you letter to the BPDA. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 10-0-0. 
Carolyn Royce updated the Council on the Plan:JP/Rox. Some neighbors along Washington Street are asking the 
BPDA to meet with them and work on ways to improve the plan before it is finalized. This request is supported by 
Councillor Matt O’Malley, Rep. Liz Malia, and Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz.
Carolyn Royce asked the Council to confirm the membership of the H&DC. Motion by Carolyn Royce to approve 
the following as Housing & Development Committee members, in addition to the three ex-officio Council officers 
and Carolyn Royce, Chair, and Kevin Rainsford, Vice Chair: 

Name Address Occupation
Kyle Smith Clive Street Attorney
Jake Glickel Glade Avenue Sustainability project manager
Jamey Lionette Amory Street Fish salesman
Kathy Brown View South Avenue Tenant coordinator
Pam Bender Wayburn Road Organizer
Red Burrows Wayburn Road HVAC Mechanic
Allen Ihrer Williams Street Carpenter
Ron Hafer Park Lane Retired

Seconded by Michael Reiskind. Passed 10-0-0.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be at 7:00pm  on Tuesday, November 15 at Bowditch School, 82 Green Street.
5.5.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang reported that the Committee met on 
October 13. The Committee reviewed the draft of the new charter. A new draft was be circulated to the JPNC 
members. 
The Plastic Bag Ordinance Task Force has sponsored a series of three meetings to discuss the issue. There is also has 
an online survey at http://us1.campaigarchive1.com/?u=f92161ad47f2e0c80e5c9ec2f&id=dd2fff9f1b. The Task 
Force is being led by Councillor Matt O’Malley. All are encouraged to take the survey. 
The EPE Committee is starting to engage the JPNC in environmental issues: Greenovate is the City of Boston’s 
community-wide initiative to help the City meet its climate and sustainability goals. There is a list of actions on the 
greenovate website, www.greenovateboston.org/all-actions,that folks can do at home, work or in the community.  
Some ideas mentioned: An EPE JPNC-sponsored electronics recycling day in JP. Priscilla Yang will email Jessica 
Feldish at Greenovate to find out if support could be made available for this. The Committee is also interested in 
planning an event such as a Green Fair with information distributed to the community.
The Department of Conservation and recreation (DCR) Commissioner did have a site visit in JP with Rep. Sanchez. 
An update on the three projects: There was reaffirmation of the need for speed limit signs along the Arborway 
Access point at Parkman Drive and Perkins. DCR is in process of getting approvals from the Conservation 
Commission and Boston Landmarks Commission to make a path to the Pond. The collapse of a rock ledge along 
Centre Street is being used as an excuse to put the Centre Street Corridor plan on hold. Long-term improvements are 
several years away. The Arborway plan for multimodal access and traffic reconfiguration is being fine-tuned with 
hope for a public presentation and meeting in February/March 2017. There is significant concern /apprehension 
from the Jamaica Hills Association that any changes to the Arborway will lead to cut-through traffic on their 
residential streets. The DCR needs more pressure to move forward.
The EPE Committee discussed a request from Matt O’Malley’s office to submit a letter to DCR stating that we 
recognize the need for off-leash dog park in JP, because of the closing of the Beecher Street dog park. Several sites 
along the SouthWest Corridor have been proposed by the community and by Matt O’Malley A viable off-leash park 
needs a realistic plan for maintenance and regulation of the park. Motion by Priscilla Yang to send the letter on a 
dog park drafted by the EPE to the DCR. Seconded by David Baron. Passed 10-0-0.
The next meeting of the EPE Committee will be on November 10 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
6. New Business: Kyle Smith repeated the concern of Jake Glickel from last month’s meeting when he reported 
that three developers were selling to other developers before construction or before being fully rented. Kyle asked 
whether the JPNC can prohibit transfers to unknown developers without a followup community hearing.
7. Adjournment: Motion by Kyle Smith to adjourn the October 2016 JPNC meeting. Passed 10-0-0  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:32pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.



Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, November 17, 2016 at 7:00PM, at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


