
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
May 23, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, Jacob Glickel, Max Glikman, 
Eric Herot, Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Meg Wood, and 
Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Jacqui Gambarini, David Steeves, Matt Gross, Frank Schillace, Giovanny 
Valencia, Harold Patton, Joseph Lekach (Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Clare Kelly (for Massachusetts Patient 
Foundation), Valerio Romano (attorney for Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Mark Boyle (MassDOT), Mike 
Traveline (MBTA), Jim Kersten (MassDOT), DB Reiff (City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office), Andrew 
Baldizon (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Natalie Kaufman (Office of State Rep. Liz Malia), and 
Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:09pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of April minutes: Motion by Max Glikman to approve the April 25, 2017 minutes. Seconded by 
Carmel Levy. Passed 11-0-2 (1 came late).
3.  Announcements: 
- City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George will attend the next JPNC meeting and Senator Chang-Diaz will be 
attending in July.
- There will be yoga at Pinebank Promontory in Jamaica Pond Park every Sunday from 2pm to 3pm this summer 
starting on June 4.
- On Saturday, June 3, the Emerald Necklace Conservancy (ENC) will conduct an end-to-end walk of the Emerald 
Necklace led by ENC President Karen Mauney-Brodek. It begins at 8:00am at the Shattuck Visitor Center.
4.  Report on May 10 Meeting on Streetscape Improvements: Kevin Moloney reported about a May 10, 2017 
meeting with Jerome Smith, Chief of Civic Engagement for the City of Boston. This was about a long-standing 
request from the JPNC, the Jamaica Pond Association, JP Centre/South Main Streets, the JP Business & Professional 
Association, and the Sumner Hill Association for funding for design work for streetscape improvements on Centre 
and South Streets from Hyde Square to Forest Hills. Mr. Smith offered to bring up this important issue at the next 
cabinet meeting with the Mayor. He hasn’t reported back yet.
5.  Massachusetts Patient Foundation (Informational): Joseph Lekach, co-founder of the non-profit 
Massachusetts Patient Foundation (MPF), introduced Valerio Romano, a lawyer at VGR Law which represents many 
of the Massachusetts medical marijuana dispensaries, and Clare Kelly, a consultant for MPF. Mr. Lekach said that 
medical marijuana is a cause they believe in because it’s a medicine that actively helps people. The company 
previously proposed to open a dispensary at 561 Centre Street in Jamaica Plain, but there was a daycare within 500 
feet, which is not allowed under Massachusetts state law. The company is now proposing a dispensary at 54 Hyde 
Park Avenue near Weld Hill Street in Forest Hills. It would be about 1,500 sq. ft. and serve patients from a larger 
area because it is close to the MBTA Forest Hills station. They propose operating seven-days-a-week. There is a 
small perking area in the rear.
The state Department of Public Health (DPH) does most of the checking on the management team and investors. 
The DPH insists the company be a non-profit and an independent attorney makes an opinion on reasonable salaries 
and expenses. Dispensaries must be at least a half-mile apart and that the closest place where children commonly 
congregate is more than 500 feet away. Dispensaries must sell mostly their own cultivated products - no more than 
30% can be purchased from other growers. Patients cannot be admitted without a state-issued Medical Marijuana 
Dispensary card. Patients are also checked that they have not exceeded their monthly quota. Mr. Lekach said that 
non-smoking products are becoming a larger part of the product mix. It is prohibited to use cannabis in public, or 
drive a car or operate machinery under the influence. There are only eleven dispensaries operating in Massachusetts. 
Presently, there are two dispensaries operating in Boston - 21 Milk Street in Downtown Crossing and in Allston, 
with a third proposed for East Boston. There is also one nearby in Brookline Village. MPF operates in Lynn and at 
its cultivation facility in Fitchburg, with another slated for Arlington.
Mr. Lekach said their proposal is only for a permit for a medical marijuana facility, not for a retail marijuana 
dispensary. Actually, zoning can prevent switching to non-medical use. He said he and his team have already met 
with the 4Ws Neighborhood Association (Wenham, Wachusett, Walk Hill and Weld Hill streets), as well as a local 
Crime Watch. They plan on completing the local community process and then going to the Boston City Council for 
a letter of support or non-opposition.
6.  MassDOT (Informational): (This presentation was given to the Council’s Housing & Development Committee 
on May 16.) Mark Boyle from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) distributed a written 



handout, “Disposition Jamaica Plain Parcels Overview”, which detailed seven parcels of land in Jamaica Plain along 
the Southwest Corridor. They were taken in the 1960s and 1970s by the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Works/Highway Department for the proposed I-95 highway that was later stopped. The parcels are 8 Oakdale Street, 
105-111 Call Street, Parcel B108-5 (located off Call Street), 81-65 Call Street, 71-77 Call Street, Parcel B114-1 
(located off Spalding Street), and Parcel B101-5 (located off Everett Street). These parcels are surplus and are now 
ready to be developed. MassDot is hoping to send out a Request for Proposals (RFP) for six of the parcels, with the 
goal of creating residential housing on all six. 8 Oakdale Street is recommended to remain as a community garden. 
Also, Parcel B108-5 does not have adequate frontage to be a buildable parcel. Perhaps it could be combined with an 
adjacent city-owned parcel to create frontage on Call Street. Although MassDot has dual goals of maximizing 
revenue and trying to include affordability in residential units, MassDOT must sell to the highest responsible bidder 
(by state law Chapter 6C). Mr. Boyle said that they will have a community meeting on Wednesday, June 7 at English 
High School at 6:30pm. Then they hope to issue the RFPs in July, but this deadline may move later. Questions from 
members were about affordability and process. The RFP can include affordability, but it cannot steer the sale to a 
non-profit developer rather than a for-profit bidder. To prevent a winning bidder from later profiting by getting 
zoning relief and permission to build more on a parcel, a claw-back provision may be added. Max Glikman wanted the 
parcels turned over to the City’s Department of Neighborhood Development to insure that affordable housing 
developers build on the parcels. Eric Herot asked for flexibility to achieve more housing and affordable units. 
Carolyn Royce said that neighbors need to know about this process and Mr. Boyle promised to flyer the areas 
affected and mail to all the abutters. 
7.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
7.1.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Public Service Committee met on May 2 at 
the E-13 Police Station, 3347 Washington Street. There was one neighborhood hearing for a Farmer-Brewery 
Pouring License for Turtle Swamp Brewing at 3377-3379 Washington Street. This is for a brand new brewery which 
has been approved by the state, but they are also proposing a tap room which needs a Pouring License. They plan on 
closing at 11:00pm. In addition, they proposed a large outdoor patio of 80-100 seats. They will not be serving food, 
beyond snacks like pretzels, but will have space for a food truck to serve the patio. The comments from the audience 
were strongly in support. There was some concern about noise and supervision of the large patio and tap room, so it 
was agreed to meet again after the first summer of operation. The pouring license and patio request was time 
sensitive, so it went through the JPNC Executive Committee which recommended approval with a proviso for a 
follow-up community meeting in November 2017. However, based on the City requiring zoning relief for food truck 
use at the Loring Greenough House, the Public Service Committee is also recommending zoning relief at Turtle 
Swamp Brewing. Motion by Michael Reiskind to support the petition of Turtle Swamp Brewing LLC, doing business 
as "Turtle Swamp Brewing", at 3377-3379 Washington Street to allow food truck operation at their seasonal 
outdoor patio. Seconded by David Baron. Passed 14-0-0. 
The Committee also discussed planning for an Open Streets event and working on the elimination of double utility 
poles in the neighborhood. It seems that the State requires that utilities report semi-annually on their double poles.
The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, June 6 at 7:00pm at Urban Edge, 1542 
Columbus Avenue. On the agenda will be a neighborhood hearing for Mooyah Burgers at 225 Centre Street.
7.2.  Zoning Committee (ZC): David Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met on May 3 and May 17. 
Six matters were considered and only four votes are needed from the JPNC because two issues were scheduled at the 
Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA) this morning and went before the JPNC Executive Committee: A) 1785 Columbus 
Avenue, a request by Watermark Horizons LLC (WaterMark Construction & Development and Horizons for 
Homeless Children) to combine three parcels and construct new seven-floor office building for social services and day 
care uses, with take-out café and 157 parking spaces on two levels. There was discussion on the take-out use on 
Amory Street. Generally, the ZC is opposed to take-out use without a tenant. The recommendations of the ZC and 
the Executive Committee were to approve, with the proviso that Chilacates be the café tenant with take-out use, 
and Chilacates to appear before the JPNC Public Service Committee prior to opening. B) 56 Jamaica Street a request 
by Misha and Hope Hill to construct additions on both sides of existing single-family dwelling; remove roof to create 
one-story addition on third floor; add third-floor side deck. This is a major renovation and there was no abutter 
opposition. The ZC and the Executive Committee recommended approval. Both matters were approved at the ZBA. 
The four matters needing approval are: 1) 21D-35K Bismarck Street (in the main brewery building), a request by 
Mama and Me, to change occupancy to add daycare/preschool for up to 49 children older than 2.9 years. The 
number of children allowed is by square footage, but they are actually only asking for up to twenty children. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to approve, with the proviso that the allowed use stay only with the current business 
tenant at 21D-35K Bismarck Street, Shannon Pope, doing business as "Mama and Me/Stony Brook School”. 
2) 71-73 Green Street, a request by Lon Sherritt, to add two tandem off-street parking spaces on right side of lot. 
This is next to the former Maracas lot now under construction. There is an existing curb cut. The recommendation 
of the ZC was to approve. 3) “The Residences at Forest Hills” corner of Washington Street/Hyde Park Ave and 



Morton Street, a request by Criterion Development Partners, to construct three new buildings – 4-story, 5-story, and 
6-story – with approximately 252 residential units, ground-level retail, open space, and 146 parking spaces. This is a 
large complicated project that was well-presented at the ZC. The developers are allocating an additional 10’ setback 
of green space for the Casey Arborway project. One commercial owner had concerns on the use of rear parking, so a 
proviso was added. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, with the proviso that the developer continue to 
work with neighboring commercial and residential property owners. 4) 10 McBride Street, a request by Alpine 
Advisory Services (as agent for the owner, 10 McBride LLC), to construct a new three-family dwelling on an existing 
vacant lot with exterior rear balcony and three off-street parking spaces. This is part of the parking lot of the 
former James’s Gate, and before that was a blacksmith shop. The developer wants to live in one of the units. There 
was no controversy on this matter. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. Motion by David Baron to 
approve the recommendations on 21D-35K Bismarck Street with proviso, 56 Jamaica Street, “The Residences at 
Forest Hills”  with proviso, and 10 McBride Street. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early). 
The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be on June 7 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House.
7.3.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Kevin Moloney gave the report because of the absence 
of the chair. Motion by Kevin Moloney to sponsor a Fixit Clinic event at the JP Branch Library on Thursday, 
July 27, 2017 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm. Seconded by David Baron. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early). 
The next meetings of the EPE Committee will be on Thursday, May 25 and June 22 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
7.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on May 16 at the Bowditch School and discussed the MassDOT plans to dispose of seven parcels in 
Jamaica Plain. No additional report beyond the informational presentation given earlier by Mark Boyle.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be on Tuesday, June 20 at 7pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street. 
8. New Business: 
- Kevin Moloney reminded members that they need to be active on at least one committee. 
- Eric Herot asked if the minutes of JPNC meetings can be available 24 hours in advance of the meetings.
9. Adjournment: Motion by Kevin Moloney to adjourn the May 2017 JPNC meeting. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early). 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:58pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, June 27, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, June 22, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


