
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
May 24, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Bernard Doherty, Kevin Rainsford, 
Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Gert Thorn, Catherine White, Jeffrey Wiesner, Meg Wood, and Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Alan Benenfeld, Jake Glickel, Lee Goodman, Ambika Gogna, Natalie Kaufman 
(Office of State Rep. Liz Malia), Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), D.B. Reiff (City 
Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office), Joshua McFadden (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), and 
Richard Heath (JP News).
Meeting called to order at 7:14pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1. Introductions: The newly-elected Council members introduced themselves. Other attendees also introduced 
themselves.
2. Election of Officers: Nominated for Chair of the JP Neighborhood Council for one year were Kevin Moloney 
(by Bernie Doherty) and Priscilla Yang (by David Baron). Priscilla Yang declined. Seconded by Michael Reiskind. 
Passed 10-0-0 (2 late). Nominated for Vice-Chair of the JP Neighborhood Council for one year was Bernie Doherty 
(by Gert Thorn). Seconded by Kevin Rainsford. Passed 10-0-0 (2 late). Nominated for Secretary/Treasurer of the JP 
Neighborhood Council for one year was Michael Reiskind (by David Baron). Seconded by Carolyn Royce. 
Passed 10-0-0 (2 late) 
3. Election of Interim Chairs: Nominated as interim Chair of the JPNC Public Service Committee was Michael 
Reiskind (by Gert Thorn). Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 11-0-0 (1 late). Nominated as interim Chair of the 
JPNC Zoning Committee was David Baron (by Bernie Doherty). Seconded by Gert Thorn. Passed 11-0-0 (1 late). 
Nominated as interim Chair of the JPNC Housing & Development Committee was Carolyn Royce (by David Baron). 
Seconded by Kevin Rainsford. Passed 11-0-0 (1 late). Nominated as interim Chair of the JPNC Energy, Parks & 
Environment Committee (EPE) was Priscilla Yang (by Bernie Doherty). Seconded by Gert Thorn. Passed 11-0-0 
(1 late). It was emphasized that all JPNC members should assist Priscilla Yang and actively recruit new members for 
the EPE Committee.
4. Approval of April minutes: There was one addition offered on the April minutes. In item IV, “Preparations for 
Council Election”, it should be added that “Sebastian Zapata volunteered to be available during polling hours and 
offered his cell phone number.” Motion by David Baron to approve the April 26, 2016 minutes as amended. 
Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 11-0-1.
5. Announcements:
5.1. Council vacancies: Kevin Moloney officially announced that there are eight vacancies on the JP  
Neighborhood Council: two in Area A, one in Area B, three in Area C, and two At-Large. This JPNC meeting is the 
first of two required meetings to accept nominations for the vacancies. Jake Glickel of 17 Glade Avenue was 
nominated by Michael Reiskind to fill an At-Large vacancy. Mr. Glickel spoke of his background, having worked as 
an aide for Rep. Liz Malia, seven years in the City of Boston Environment Department, and now at Massport as 
Sustainability Project Manager. Mr. Glickel said he is interested in joining the Housing & Development Committee. 
He was also urged to consider the Energy, Parks & Environment Committee. He was invited to return to the next 
Council meeting in June 2016.
5.2. Other announcements: 
- Bernie Doherty reported on a troubling issue on South Street. After nearly thirty years, the state’s Department of 
Capital Asset Management (DCAM) has taken back control of the community garden on South Street near the State 
Laboratories. They are asking for folks working the garden plots to sign a one-year license agreement with onerous 
terms. They have only offered half of the plots back to the community. The other half are for State employees. 
They also temporarily turned off the water. 
- The Double Edge Theatre, in partnership with Hyde Square Task Force, Charlestown Working Theater, and the 
City of Boston will present “A Latin American Spectacle” on Saturday, May 28 and Sunday, May 29 at 7:30pm 
starting from old Blessed Sacrament Church, 361 Centre Street.
- Dana Gonsalves announced that the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation’s annual meeting will 
be on June 2 from 6pm to 9pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Hall, 45 Brookside Avenue. There will also be a 
fund-raising raffle with the drawing on June 3 at the Brewery on Germania Street.
6. Committee Reports:
6.1. Election Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the JPNC neighborhood election was held on Saturday, 
April 30 from 10:00am to 5:00pm at three polling locations - Stop & Shop, JP Licks and Harvest Co-op. The 
counting of ballots was in the evening on April 30 at the Bowditch School. The Ombudspersons were Dottie Farrell, 
Alan Benenfeld, Pam Bender, Marie Turley, and Rosemary Jones. In general, the election went very well. All three 



polls were covered all the time. The JP Gazette announced the Election in an April edition and printed the 
biographies of the candidates in the written paper. The results of the balloting is listed at the end of these minutes. 
The Ombuds Board still has to meet with the Election Committee to offer their recommendations. Suggestions that 
have already been made are: shorter shifts for the poll volunteers - this year they were 3 1/2 hours; refresh the 
Election Handbook, better orientation for the Ombudspersons; start planning for the election earlier; refresh the 
regulations as to which addresses and streets are in each Area. During the election, it was discovered that Gert Thorn 
actually lives in Area C, not in Area B where he was listed as a candidate. As a result, only Area B residents were 
allowed to vote for Mr. Thorn. Since the bylaws do not specifically require that candidates live in the area they are 
elected from, Mr. Thorn can serve in an Area B seat. 
Since there has been no dispute of the announced results nor any request for a recount, the filled-out election ballots 
are no longer needed. Motion by Michael Reiskind to accept the results of the balloting and destroy the filled-out 
election ballots. Seconded by Meg Wood. Passed 12-0-0. 
6.2.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met at Curtis Hall on May 3. There 
were no neighborhood hearings. The Committee discussed new art projects such as murals in the neighborhood, the 
cigarette butt recycling program, and coordination with the H&DC Good Jobs Committee. They also started making 
a list of crosswalks needing painting and streets needing repair in Jamaica Plain.
The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, June 7 at 7:00 pm at the J.F. Kennedy 
School. On the agenda will be a petition of Blue Nile Restaurant at 389 Centre Street for a beer & wine license with 
Yosef Haile as manager. Also on the agenda will be a petition of The Haven at 2 Perkins Street for an all-alcohol 
license.
6.3.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on Tuesday, May 10 at Farnsworth House and discussed three matters: a) The H&DC is working to 
get letters submitted to get the Arborway Yard back into the funding stream for the MBTA, that is to get it on to 
the TIP (five-year Transportation Improvement Plan). Rep. Malia spoke strongly for it. There were fifteen public 
hearings on the TIP. The public comment period ended on May 13. b) The H&DC’s Jobs Committee is working with 
the Public Service Committee and the JP Neighborhood Development Committee to concentrate on community 
development corporation construction in JP. There will be a meeting on this issue on May 25 at 9:00am at City 
Life/Vida Urbana. c) The H&DC looked at the new proposal at 3353 Washington Street (corner Green Street). At 
the first Article 80 community meeting, the community concerns were about the design, size and especially 
affordability. There was a 90-second time limit imposed on all speakers. The proposal is at the minimum 13% 
affordable units, even though this exceeds the Plan:JP/Rox guidelines. The proposal has 1-bedrooms renting for 
$1800-$2000/month for renters in the category of 100% of the AMI (Area Median Income). This translates to 
earning $100,000/year or $24/hr. with two people working full-time. It also has 2-bedrooms renting for $2200-
$2800/month. And the proposal has 3-bedrooms renting for $3500-$4000/month for renters in the category of 
150% of the AMI. The H&DC unanimously recommended not to approve the proposal at 3353 Washington Street, 
because it does not come close to the JPNC goal of 25% affordable units. There will be a second Article 80 
community meeting on June 7. The public comment period has been extended to June 17.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be at 7:00pm on Tuesday, June 21 at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street. 
6.4.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met at Farnsworth House on May 4 
and May 18. Three issues were considered, but since two items have already been heard at City Hall, only one issue 
needs a vote by the JPNC: 1) 65 Green Street, a request by Lee Goodman and Jeff Goodman, owners of Watermark 
Development jointly with the Austrich family, owners of the building and Maracas, to construct a new building with 
nine residential units. This is the former Maracas candy warehouse. This was a pretty remarkable matter, in that the 
developer held a series of meetings with neighbors and, over the course of those meetings, changed both the design 
and the scale of the  project quite a bit. The density of the project actually went up, from seven units to nine, but the 
height/massing went down and the parking was pushed underground. This was formerly a gas station, and there is also 
some environmental remediation that will need to take place. The ZC received a lot of letters of support. The owner 
of a next-door property at 2 Alfred Street opposed the project, because he has a deck overlooking Green Street and, 
the current Maracas parking lot and roof. The Zoning Committee and the Executive Committee recommended 
approval with the provisos that the cantilevered 2nd and 3rd floors be pulled in 6 inches from the sideline on the 
Alfred Street side, that a shed enclosure with roof be constructed on that side for the storage of rubbish, and that 
there be no further changes to the plans from those that were presented to the Committee. No vote is needed. 2) 87 
Forbes Street, a request by Ryan Wittig, Matt Moore and Stephen Danner of A&O Danner Co.  to construct a new 
two-storey single-family home. This was not a zoning variance issue, but a design review issue as it lies in a 
Neighborhood Design Overlay District (NDOD). The Zoning Committee recommended that higher quality siding 
materials be used, such as wood, rather than Hardi-Plank. This application went through Design Review on May 20, 
so no vote is needed from the JPNC. 3) 470-472 Jamaicaway (formerly 1 Jamaicaway Court), a request by Gary 
Martell, to create a two-family residence by modifying existing single-family residence. This is also a design review 
(NDOD) issue. Mr. Martell proposes to turn the building so that it faces Jamaicaway and have a Jamaicaway address. 
The recommendation is that design should relate to Jamaicaway or Jamaicaway Court or both, should be similar 



period and use similar materials. Motion by David Baron to accept the design comments of the ZC on 
470-472 Jamaicaway only. Seconded by Michael Reiskind. Passed 12-0-0. 
The next meetings of the Zoning Committee will be at 7:00pm on Wednesday, June 1, June 15 and June 19 at 
Farnsworth House, 90 South Street.  
7. New Business:
7 .1. A matter on changing the By-Laws was referred to the Executive Committee. The recommendation was to 
amend Article 7 by striking out the sentence in Article 7 that states:

Chairs shall report to the Council ... and submit names, addresses, occupations, and contact 
information of committee members to the Council for approval annually at the October 
meeting of the Council, or within thirty (30) days of the appointment of a new committee  
Chair or any new member.

and by inserting in place thereof the following:
Chairs shall report to the Council ... and submit names, addresses, occupations, and contact 
information of committee members to the Council for approval by the second Council meeting 
following the biennial election of Council members and annually thereafter, and within thirty (30) 
days of the appointment of a new committee Chair or any new member.

7.2.  There was a motion by Priscilla Yang to invite the Boston Climate Action Network to the June meeting to give 
a presentation on gas leak legislation. Seconded by Bernie Doherty. There are two City Council resolutions and two 
State House bills now being considered. Passed 12-0-0.
7.3. The Plan:JP/Rox first draft guidelines are now available in poster form. This plan will be used to create new 
zoning which will bring significant changes to this section of JP. Carolyn Royce thinks a focussed discussion of the 
proposed guidelines is needed, but the Boston Redevelopment Authority is not agreeable. Ms. Royce is proposing 
that the JPNC conduct its own community meeting. Motion by Carolyn Royce to have the Council lead a 
community meeting on Wednesday, June 22 at Farnsworth House to hear and discuss the draft plan released by 
Plan:JP/Rox. Seconded by Bernie Doherty. Passed 12-0-0.
7.4. Kevin Moloney said that City Councillor Matt O’Malley has been invited to attend and speak at the June JPNC 
meeting.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:44pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, June 23, 2016 at 7:00PM, JP Licks, 659 Centre Street

Election results for the JPNC Election on Saturday, April 30, 2016
(338 ballots were cast)

At-Large
Michael Reiskind 182 votes
Carolyn Royce 168 votes
David Baron 138 votes
 
Area A
Catherine White 70 votes
Jeffrey Wiesner 39 votes
Kevin Rainsford 34 votes
 
Area B
Priscilla Yang 91 votes
Gert Thorn 82 votes
Meg Wood 66 votes
Kyle Smith 53 votes
 
Area C
Kevin Moloney 65 votes
Bernard Doherty 64 votes


