
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
March 28, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Jacob Glickel, Max Glikman, Kelly Vaughan Husid, Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, 
Kyle Smith, Peter Steiger, Gert Thorn, and Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Mark Del Vecchio, Clay Harper, Hillary Babick, Philip Scheide, Sarah Freeman, 
Ben Pignatelli, Alan Benenfeld, Amanda Alvarez (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), State Representative 
Jeffrey Sánchez, and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:08pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2.  Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez: State Representative Jeffrey Sánchez spoke about three issues. Most of his presentation 
was on health care costs and the Special Commission on Provider Price Variation, which he co-chaired last year. The 
Baker administration’s new budget for Fiscal Year 2018 has a $300Million deficit, mostly because of health care 
costs. There is a proposed $2,000 fee on small businesses if they do not cover health care for at least 80% of their 
employees. There was also a new federal proposal to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act which would have 
cost Massachusetts $2Billion if it had passed. The Service Employees International Union (SEIU) lawsuit against 
Partners HealthCare resolved itself with an agreement between SEIU and Partners. The representative’s work on the 
Special Commission tried to answer questions such as what should Massachusetts’ role be in health care pricing, 
dealing with out of network costs and how to prevent surprise billing. The federal budget affects the state 
dramatically because Massachusetts has high health care needs and costs, as well as a large number of providers and 
researchers. Cuts to the National Institutes of Health would be enormous.
Locally, the representative works on Bromley-Heath (Mildred Hailey Apts.) Developments. The proposed Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) cuts of $6Billion would be devastating. Rep. Sánchez tries to engage providers within 
the orbit of the Developments. Mission Main Development is also in his district and he has found a better leadership 
climate there. 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) issues are taking more and more of his time. Years ago, the DCR 
promised to do three projects in this area. There has been hardly any movement on any of them. The representative 
has sent a letter to the Governor’s Chief of Staff and Secretary of Environmental Affairs on these projects. The 
main problem is that the DCR is woefully underfunded. 
3.  Approval of February minutes: Motion by Michael Reiskind to approve the February 28, 2017 minutes. 
Seconded by Bernard Doherty. Passed 14-0-2.
4.  Announcements: None.
5.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
5.1.  Executive Committee: a) The Executive Committee reported out that the full Council should vote in March 
on the proposals submitted by the EPE Committee for a change in Article 7 of the JPNC by-laws relating to the 
mandate of the Environment, Parks & Energy Committee. Motion by Kevin Moloney to amend Article 7 of the by- 
laws by striking out the paragraph of the Environment, Parks and Energy Committee and by substituting therefor 
the following:

Environment, Parks & Energy Committee: The Environment, Parks & Energy Committee networks 
with other organizations and programs and engages in the following activities: (1) Advocates for a 
range of environmental issues in Jamaica Plain and comments on, raises awareness on, and promotes 
matters related to, sustainability, environmental protection, the urban forest and urban agriculture; 
(2) Advocates for the protection and creation of parks and open space in Jamaica Plain and fosters 
community around parks and green space; and, (3) Advocates for neighborhood energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and other carbon reduction issues.

Seconded by Max Glikman. Passed 16-0-0.
b) The JPNC voted in February to consider removal of Bruce Marks as a Council member under Article 12 of the by-
laws, for the reason of excessive absences at JPNC meetings and Zoning Committee meetings. Since Mr. Marks was 
not present at the February meeting, written notice was sent to him by registered or certified mail. At the March 
meeting, Mr. Marks spoke on his behalf and said that he wishes to remain on the Council. He apologized and said 
that he wants to give back to Jamaica Plain. He promised to better attend in the future and said that he had been 
traveling a lot in the last few months. Mr. Marks said that his work in helping run the Neighborhood Assistance 
Corporation of America (NACA) also provides a lot of benefit to Jamaica Plain. Dave Baron asked that Bruce Marks 
attempt to find a different JPNC committee on which to serve, instead of the Zoning Committee. Mr. Marks then 
resigned from the Zoning Committee, effective immediately. Kevin Moloney asked that Mr. Marks come to the 



monthly meetings of the JPNC on a regular basis because the work of the Council needs a committed member. Kyle 
Smith and Bernie Doherty thought that the JPNC could revisit this issue in two or three months, welcomed Mr. 
Marks back to the Council and asked the JPNC to move on to other business. No further motions were made at the 
meeting.
5.2.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on March 21 at Farnsworth House and discussed two issues, Plan:JP/Rox and the Arborway Yard. 
They are requesting a vote on each issue. a) Motion by Carolyn Royce to send the submitted draft letter to the city's 
Transportation Department requesting funding of a transportation study of the Plan:JP/Rox area. Seconded by  
Carmel Levy. It was asked that there be clarifying language added to make clear that the population growth referred 
to in the fourth sentence is population growth within the Plan:JP/Rox area. Gert Thorn hoped that a more 
comprehensive traffic study be done. Such a study would be better because it would not slice and dice the 
neighborhoods. Bernard Doherty agreed that a more comprehensive traffic study is better. Passed 16-0-0.
b) Motion by Kevin Rainsford to hold a "Not-So-Sweet 16" Birthday Party for the Arborway Yard at noon on 
Sunday, April 23, 2017, at the Arborway Yard. This is to recognize that 16 years have passed since the signing of 
the Memorandum of Understanding which promised the residents of Jamaica Plain an upgraded, state-of-the-art bus 
facility and the release of 8+ acres for community use. Seconded by Bernard Doherty. Passed 16-0-0.
c) Motion by Carolyn Royce to add Sarah Horsley of 34 Brookside Avenue as a community member of the Housing 
& Development Committee, replacing Red Burrows. Seconded by Bernard Doherty. Passed 16-0-0.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be on Tuesday, April 18 at 7pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street. 
5.3.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang reported that the EPE Committee met on  
March 15 and reports that: 1) There will be a meeting on Wednesday, April 5 at English High School at 6:30pm to 
discuss a location for a Dog Park at the Anson Street hockey rink. Sponsored by the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation. 2) Plastic Bags: Yesterday, March 27, there was a final working session to discuss the Boston Bag 
Ban Ordinance proposal. 45 people attended. The mayor and his environmental chief asked that an ordinance 
proposal wait until the Department of Environment, Energy & Open Space develops a more comprehensive waste 
reduction plan. The Department did not have a date when such a plan would be completed. 3) Fixit Clinic: The 
Committee is trying to recruit folks who can help people troubleshoot and fix things such as bicycles, clothing, 
computers, and toys. Motion by Priscilla Yang to approve the submitted draft flyer, adding the JPNC name and logo. 
Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 16-0-0. 4) There will be a celebration of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 195th Birthday 
on Wednesday, April 26, starting at 6:30pm at the First Church, Unitarian Universalist. There is a broad-based group 
of co-sponsors and the EPE Committee is asking the JPNC to co-sponsor as well. Motion by Priscilla Yang to co-
sponsor the Frederick Law Olmsted 195th Birthday on April 26. Seconded by Jake Glickel. Passed 16-0-0. 5) There 
will be a local March for Science on Saturday, April 22.
The next meeting of the EPE Committee will be on Wednesday, April 19 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
5.4.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Public Service Committee met on March 7 at 
Curtis Hall. There were no neighborhood hearings. The Committee discussed planning for an Open Streets event, 
where a street is closed for a time to encourage walking, bicycling and public transit. The Committee will reach out 
to local organizations, as well as talking to the City about a route and dates. The Committee also started making 
a list of streets needing repair in Jamaica Plain and crosswalks and bike lanes needing repainting. The lists will be 
submitted to the City in April.
The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, April 4 at 7:00pm at Curtis Hall.
5.5.  Zoning Committee (ZC): David Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met once on March 22. 
211 Green Street/3353 Washington Street (a proposal to construct a new six-story building with 45 residential units, 
ground-level parking garage, and ground-level retail) kept shifting dates at the request of the developer. It will be 
heard in April. Two matters were considered. No votes are needed from the JPNC because one matter was sent to the 
Executive Committee and one matter was informational only. 1) 86 Orchard Street, a request by Robert Allesandro, 
to expand an existing two-family house into the attic and basement without altering in any way the exterior of the 
building. This item was heard by the Zoning Board of Appeal on March 23. The basement renovation is to create a 
family room and office (no bedrooms) that will be part of the first-floor unit, and the attic renovation is a fairly 
minor expansion and reconfiguration of what is already finished/habitable space. The matter had previously been 
before the Jamaica Pond Association, which voted not to oppose. There was no community opposition. The 
recommendations of the ZC and the Executive Committee were to approve. 2) 1785 Columbus Avenue, a request by 
Watermark Horizons LLC (WaterMark Construction & Development and Horizons for Homeless Children) to 
construct a new social services office building with café space and 157 parking spaces. This large property is bounded 
on three sides by Columbus Avenue, Dimock Street, and Amory Street. Horizons for Homeless Children will use the 
first two floors to consolidate all their preschools. There will be a café on Amory Street and the other four floors 
will be rented out to non-profit groups. There are to be two levels of parking under the building using the grade 
difference between Amory Street and Columbus Avenue. It will have 7 stories facing Columbus Avenue and 6 stories 



on the Amory Street side. 500 employees are projected to work in the building. The Zoning Committee liked the 
look of the building. There is no denial letter on this proposal yet.
The next meetings of the Zoning Committee will be on April 5 and April 12 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. On the 
first date will be 162-172 South Street (request for spa), 15 Revere Street (extend living space of a 2-family into 
basement). The April 12 agenda will have 211 Green Street/3353 Washington Street.
6. New Business: 
- Kevin Moloney updated the Council about a long-standing request from the JPNC, the Jamaica Pond Association, 
JP Centre/South Main Streets, the JP Business & Professional Association, and the Sumner Hill Association for a 
meeting with the Mayor to obtain funding for design work necessary for streetscape improvements on Centre and 
South Streets from Hyde Square to Forest Hills. The City offered a meeting with the Boston Transportation 
Department, Public Works Department and higher ups at the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services on March 
21. As expected, the response was that there was no money for the requested project. The group will repeat its 
request for a meeting with the mayor to obtain funding.
7. Adjournment: Motion by Michael Reiskind to adjourn the March 2017 JPNC meeting. Passed 16-0-0. The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:41pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


