
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
March 22, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Gerard O’Connor, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Anne Barrett, 
Bernard Doherty, Dana Gonsalves, Kristy Nardone, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Gert Thorn, 
Jeffrey Wiesner, Meg Wood, Priscilla Yang, and Sebastian Zapata.
Other attendees: Dorothy Farrell, Pam Bender, Alan Benenfeld, Frank O’Brien, Will Onuoha (City of Boston 
Inspectional Services Department), Toney Jones (City of Boston Inspectional Services Department), D. B. Reiff 
(City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office), Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), 
State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez, Sarah Sabshon (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Joshua McFadden (Office of State 
Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Collin Fedor (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Jahvon Burton (Office of State Rep. 
Jeffrey Sánchez),and Richard Heath (JP News).
Meeting called to order at 7:10pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
I. Introductions: Council members and other attendees introduced themselves.
II. Approval of February minutes: Motion by Kyle Smith to approve the February 23, 2016 minutes as 
submitted. Seconded by Kristy Nardone. Passed 15-0-1.
III. Announcements:
- Dana Gonsalves announced that Julia Martin House will be having its ten-year anniversary this year and  as a 
fundraiser it will have its own Porchfest on July 9. Mr. Gonsalves offered raffle tickets to the JPNC members.
- The annual Boston Shines/JP Spring Clean-Up will be on Saturday, April 23 from 8:30am-1:00pm. Volunteers 
are being asked to clean up areas in your neighborhood.
- There are four new benches at Jamaica Pond. These benches were the result of Olmsted Place donating $5,000. to 
the Fund for Boston Parks as mitigation for the new development at 161 So. Huntington Avenue.
- Kevin Moloney said that JPNC, the Jamaica Pond Association, JP Business & Professional Association, and JP 
Centre/South Main Streets have sent letters asking to complete the design work of the streetscape improvements of 
the full route on Centre and South Streets from Jackson Square to Forest Hills.
- To celebrate Women's History Month, there will be a lecture on "The Women of Brook Farm" on Tuesday, 
March 29 from 6:30 - 8:00 PM at the Loring-Greenough House, 12 South Street.
IV. Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez:  State Representative Jeffrey Sánchez spoke about the issues he has been working on. 
He has been in the Massachusetts House for fourteen years and is House chairman of the Joint Committee on Health 
Care Financing. His main interests are public health, youth, housing, and infrastructure.
Rep. Sánchez spoke about the public health crisis with opioids. There are 240 million prescriptions issued every year 
in Massachusetts. Prevention and intervention are the important areas where additional resources are needed. He has 
joined with Rep Liz Malia to get more treatment and screening for those those people with addiction. He said that 
another big issue is provider price variation. This speaks to health equity. He is willing to go after the large providers 
like Partners Health Care and the South Shore system. The issue was brought to him by the Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) which represent janitors, security guards, and health care workers. He is attempting to 
get the system to recognize an average prices and create a fixed bandwidth cost  of 10% -20% around the average. 
He is also working on the cost of prescription drugs. Some drugs, such as Sovaldi, can cost a thousand dollars a pill or 
$84,000 for a course of treatment. Affordable housing is also an issue. Where everybody wants to build is close to 
the railroad and Washington Street. But contaminated land pushes up the cost of building new housing. Extra state 
funding for these Brownfields parcels can help clean up these lots. There will probably be $15 million authorized 
over the next two years. New legislation on gas leaks and an omnibus bill on energy are now in committee. The 
Representative is also working with DCR (Department of Conservation and Recreation). He is waiting on the three 
previously committed projects of Centre Street at Kelley Circle, the Arborway Corridor, and Perkins Street/Parkman 
Drive.
Rep. Sánchez pointed out the work of his legislative aide Joshua McFadden for helping the Bromley-Heath 
community feel more connected with all of Jamaica Plain.
V. Nominations/Interviews/Elections for Council Vacancy in Area C: There were no nominations presented.
VI. Committee Reports:
a. Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Pam Bender passed out a sheet on the Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) in Boston. The H&DC is recommending that the JPNC endorse that Bostonians pass the CPA. This 
would allow Boston to add a surcharge of 1% on real =state tax bills for historic preservation, parks and affordable 
housing (at least 10% of the funds collected must be spent in each category). There will be a City Council hearing on 
this issue on March 29 and they are hoping that the issue will appear on the ballot in November 2016. 1% of the 
City’s real estate taxes would generate about $13 Million. In addition, there is a state CPA Trust Fund that would 
contribute an additional 30% to Boston. Groups already endorsing this campaign are the Franklin Park Coalition, the 



JP Neighborhood Development Corporation, the Trustees for Reservations, and the Boston Harbor Association. 
There is not expected to be business opposition as there was fifteen years ago. Motion by Carolyn Royce that the 
JPNC endorse the Community Preservation Act campaign. Seconded by Sebastian Zapata. Passed 14-0-2.
Pam Bender also passed out a letter on the Arborway Yard that went to Secretary of Transportation Stephanie 
Pollack. Rep. Malia and Sen. Chang-Diaz met with Secretary Pollack on the issue of building the permanent bus 
facility in the Arborway Yard. 
The new Jobs Subcommittee of the H&DC (to support the Boston Jobs Policy) will meet this Thursday, March 24. 
The next meeting of the H&DC will take place on Tuesday, April 19 at 6:30pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green 
Street.
[Gerard O’Connor left early.]
b. Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met at Curtis Hall on March 1. There 
were no neighborhood hearings. The Committee discussed will a cigarette butt recycling program and the removal of 
billboards in the business districts. They also started making a list of crosswalks needing painting and streets needing 
repair in Jamaica Plain.
The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, April 5 at 7:00 pm at Curtis Hall. The agenda 
will be the same: an update on the cigarette butt recycling program, making a list of crosswalks needing painting 
and streets needing repair in Jamaica Plain, and a discussion of removal of billboards in the business districts.
c. Zoning Committee (ZC): The Zoning Committee met at Farnsworth House only once - on March 2. Because of 
time constraints, one request had to go to the JPNC Executive Committee: 113 Morton Street/501 Arborway, a 
request by Gerard P. O’Connor and Yale Terrace Neighborhood Association seeking a determination that the 
Certificate of Occupancy for 113 Morton Street issued to Debbie LLC/Bicon Dental Implants LLC was improperly 
issued and must be revoked. This petition is by the neighbors of Bicon who feel that the Certificate of Occupancy is 
wrong for what they are doing at this location. The Zoning Committee and the Executive Committee recommended 
that this appeal of the neighbors go forward. The Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA) referred this issue to the Law 
Department, and then it will come back to the ZBA. Motion by David Baron to write a second letter on 113 Morton 
Street/501 Arborway to the City of Boston Law Department asking that they determine that the Certificate of 
Occupancy was improperly issued. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 13-0-2 (1 left early). 
There is only one project that needs a vote of the JPNC: 5 Round Hill Street, a request by Dewey and Jennifer 
Spencer to construct dormers to make a master bedroom and bathroom suite. There will be no raising of the roof. 
This was not controversial. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. Motion by David Baron to accept the 
recommendations of the ZC on 5 Round Hill Street. Seconded by Kristy Nardone. Passed 14-0-1 (1 left early). 
Motion by David Baron to write a second letter on 113 Morton Street/501 Arborway to the City of Boston Law 
Department to determine that the Certificate of Occupancy was improperly issued. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 
13-0-2(1 left early).
The next meetings of the Zoning Committee will be at 7:00pm on Wednesday, March 27 and April 6 at Farnsworth 
House, 90 South Street. 
d. Election Committee: The JPNC neighborhood election will be on Saturday, April 30 from 10:00am to 5:00pm at 
three polling locations - Stop & Shop, JP Licks and Harvest Co-op. Nomination papers must be returned by Friday, 
March 25. Ombudspersons volunteering so far are Dottie Farrell (Public Service Committee), Alan Benenfeld, 
(Housing & Development Committee), Pam Bender (Housing & Development Committee), and Rosemary Jones 
(Jamaica Pond Association). We still need volunteers for staffing the polling places and for counting the votes.
VII. New Business:
- Frank O’Brien spoke about the proposed development at 64 Allandale Street. He handed out an information 
packet. He said that the proposal abuts Allandale Woods and the Spring House housing complex. It is about two acres 
in size and a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) project. Mr. O’Brien said the project is 
contrary to zoning and too dense since it proposes twenty units and is in a one-family/4000 zone which only allows 
ten units. The neighbors would like the project to be smaller and closer to the existing zoning, as well as give better 
protection to the natural resources. The project is presently under Article 80 review and comment letters would help 
to alter the project. There was a question of whether the project is in West Roxbury.
- Will Onuoha, Assistant Commissioner/Housing and Toney Jones, Assistant Director/Housing, from the City of 
Boston’s Inspectional Services Department (ISD), gave a presentation on the Rental Registration and Inspection 
Program. The City of Boston has an ordinance requiring all private residential rental unit owners to register their 
units and have them inspected at least every five years. This is to keep the housing stock minimally safe and within 
code standards. Owners of rental units should register (for $25.00) and annually renew every July 1 (for $15.00). 
There is a fine for late renewal of $300/month. He asked the JPNC to spread the word and register if you are a 
landlord. 
- D. B. Reiff from City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office said that Councillor Essaibi-George will be coming 
to Jamaica Plain on Monday, March 28.
- Kevin Moloney said that State Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz has been invited to attend and speak at the April JPNC 



meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:48pm.
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Monday, April 18, 2016 at 6:30PM, JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


