
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
June 27, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Jacob Glickel, Max Glikman, Kevin Leary, 
Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Kyle Smith, Peter Steiger, Gert Thorn, Jeffrey Wiesner, and 
Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Claudia Dunne, John Stark, Logan Miller, Michael Wheeler, Logan Miller, Alma 
Dell Smith, Adam Gendreau, Sean Brady, Ammy Lowney, Joseph Lekach (Massachusetts Patient Foundation), 
Isabella Kizer (Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Clare Kelly (for Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Adam Fine 
(attorney for Massachusetts Patient Foundation), Officer William Jones (Boston Police District E-13), Officer 
George Kayes (Boston Police District E-13), City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George, Andrew Baldizon (City 
Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Andrea Patton (City Council President Michelle Wu’s Office), Yamit Yapor 
(Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez ), Alicia DelVento (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), Alexandra Valdez 
(Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:10pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of May minutes: Motion by Michael Reiskind to approve the May 23, 2017 minutes. Seconded by 
David Baron. Passed 11-0-2 (1 came late).
3.  Announcements: 
- Mayor Walsh will be in Jamaica Plain for two events in July. Friday, July 7 will be the annual Neighborhood Coffee 
Hour from 9:30am to 10:30am. It will be at Mozart Street Playground.
- On Monday, July 10, there will be a Jamaica Plain Open House at The English High School Gymnasium from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm. Join Mayor Walsh, Boston officials, and representatives from a number of City departments.
- There will be line dancing this summer until August 30 at the Franklin Park Golf Clubhouse every Wednesday at 
6:30pm. 
- There will be music every Tuesday evening at Franklin Park at the Elma Lewis Playhouse in the Park starting at 
6pm from July 11 to August 15.
- The Loring Greenough House will be having their Thursdays on the Lawn every week from 3:30pm to dusk from 
June through September.
- There will be a new business opening in the former corner space of Harvest Coop Markets at 59 South Street. It 
will be a juice bar called Juicy Greens.
4.  Report on May 10 Meeting on Streetscape Improvements: Kevin Moloney reported that Jerome Smith, 
Chief of Civic Engagement for the City of Boston has not reported back yet about the long-standing request for 
design work for streetscape improvements on Centre and South Streets from Hyde Square to Forest Hills. Mr. Smith 
has been out of town. He said that he met with the Boston Transportation Department, but we have not had an 
update yet. Gert Thorn reminded folks that this request has been made for more than a year with no City 
cooperation.
5.  Massachusetts Patient Foundation: Joseph Lekach, co-founder of the Massachusetts Patient Foundation 
(MPF), said the proposal is for a permit for a medical marijuana facility at 54 Hyde Park Avenue near Weld Hill 
Street in Forest Hills. It is not for a retail marijuana dispensary. Mr. Lekach said that they have met with the 4Ws 
Neighborhood Association (Wenham, Wachusett, Walk Hill and Weld Hill streets) and the Woodlawn-Tower Crime 
Watch. They have leafletted and he has put his personal cell phone number on the flyer. Dispensaries must be at 
least 500 feet away from where children commonly congregate. The closest is Origination at 3708 Washington 
Street. This is just the start of the local permitting process. They plan on completing the community process and 
then going to City Councillor Matt O’Malley and the full Boston City Council for a letter of support or non-
opposition. It is estimated that 1% - 2% of the population would qualify for medical marijuana. Security is required 
to be very tight at dispensing sites. Patients cannot be admitted without a state-issued Medical Marijuana Dispensary 
card. Patients are also checked that they have not exceeded their monthly quota. After choosing their medicine 
from a registered agent on the dispensing floor, it is sealed in a childproof bag before leaving. There can be no view 
of the interior from the street and no sign on the outside that marijuana is being sold there.
Questions from members and the audience were about whether recreational marijuana could be sold in the store. The 
state Department of Public Health (DPH) licenses recreational marijuana separately, but medical marijuana licensees 
do get a preference if they apply for a recreational marijuana license. And zoning can prevent switching to non-
medical use. If a license is granted, it does not prevent a daycare facility from opening within 500 feet in the future. 
Joseph Lekach is the son of Rachmil Lekach of Golden Beach Florida, president of the Massachusetts Patient 
Foundation. Gert Thorn asked about salaries at the MPF. The state DPH checks on reasonable salaries and expenses. 



Car traffic is estimated to be 50-70 car trips/day - about half of daily business. Home delivery is permitted and the 
MPF plans to make it a priority, but it is heavily regulated. No financing can be used to purchase. All sales have to be 
in cash. Mr. Lekach was asked to summarize the concerns raised at the community meetings. There were about 
twenty people at the 4Ws and the vote was neutral. Concerns were about parking and security. There were about 
fifteen people at the Woodlawn-Tower Crime Watch. JPNC audience members’ concerns were about the short 
community process, not a lot of people attended the meetings, and there was not enough time to think about the 
issue and make a decision.  Concerns were about traffic, lots of automobile congestion from pick-ups and drop-offs, 
the lack of a walking-beat police officer, the look of the building as a closed-in black box, the proximity of folks 
from the Shattuck Shelter, and the large number of kids from two local schools walking by the building going to the 
Forest Hills MBTA station. There were audience members who supported the license, because their mother uses it for 
her Lupus or that they need the medicine for themselves. Two of the building owners of 
54 Hyde Park Avenue expressed support because of its good location across from the Forest Hills T. Motion by 
Kevin Moloney to postpone a vote on this request of the Massachusetts Patient Foundation until September, with a 
request that the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services hold further community meetings. Seconded by Gert 
Thorn. Passed 8-6-0.
6.  City Councillor At-Large Annissa Essaibi-George:  Annissa Essaibi-George introduced herself. She is in her 
first term as an At-Large City Councillor, working on issues of homelessness, mental health and substance use. She is 
currently working on the City budget, which will be over $3 Billion. Much of the money is going to education 
(Boston Public Schools - BPS). Increases nest year will be for BEST (Boston Emergency Services Team), which will 
go from two people to six staffers. The Mobile Sharps team, which picked up 20,000 improperly discarded needles 
last year in parks, school yards and bathrooms will double to four people. The City is considering a Safe Injection 
Site and Councillor Essaibi-George is considering whether it empowers drug use or helps solve a problem that already 
exists. The Boston Public Schools budget includes several increases to improve services for homeless students. 7% of 
BPS students are homeless and every one of the 126 schools in the BPS system has at least one homeless student. 
$1.2 million has been added to follow and aid the 3,000 students experiencing homelessness. Councillor Annissa 
Essaibi-George was an opponent of recreational marijuana, but after a trip to Denver she was pleasantly surprised. 
Questions from the audience were about medical marijuana. The City Council considers who are the owners and 
managers, their experience, the community process, and the aesthetics of the facility. The odor at the growing 
facilities is significant, and the oil extraction equipment can be dangerous. If taxes on marijuana are too high, then 
the black market will continue. She thinks that these taxes should be allocated to opioid treatment. Sarah Freeman 
said that transportation needs to improve in Boston’s growth zones and the City should be a bigger player in helping 
the MBTA make good decisions. Climate change is very important and the use of green energy sources will help 
reduce climate change.
7.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
7.1.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Motion by Priscilla Yang to recognize EP&E 
Committee member Gerry Wright for organizing Frederick Law Olmsted’s 195th Birthday Celebration on April 26. 
Seconded by David Baron. Passed 12-0-1 (1 left early).
Priscilla Yang reported that the Fixit Clinic will be at the JP Branch Library on Thursday, July 27 from 5:00pm to 
8:00pm.
Priscilla Yang reported on the issue of community choice in energy for the City of Boston. Aggregation of energy 
suppliers has been allowed by state law, but Boston hasn’t voted to do it yet. It will reduce volatility and add to the 
clean energy mix. Customers can always opt out of the aggregated energy mix. Motion by Priscilla Yang to support 
the Community Choice Energy proposal; subject to review by the JPNC Executive Committee. Seconded by Carmel 
Levy. Passed 12-0-1 (1 left early).
Priscilla Yang gave an update on the dog park proposal. There was opposition from the abutters to the site at the 
Anson Street street hockey rink. The Department of Conservation and Recreation has dropped the site as an option.
Motion by Priscilla Yang to approve the report of the current membership of the EP&E Committee, including the 
adding of Jonathan Krones as a community member and the adding of Carmel Levy as a council member of the 
EP&E committee, as required by Article 7 of the by-laws. Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early)
7.2.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Public Service Committee met on June 6 at 
Urban Edge, 1542 Columbus Avenue. There was one neighborhood hearing for a Common Victualler License for 
Mooyah Burgers at 225 Centre Street. This license was time sensitive, so it went through the JPNC Executive 
Committee which recommended approval. However, they may also request an outdoor patio of 20 seats in the 
future, and based on past practices of the Inspectional Services department, the establishment may also need to get 
zoning relief for take out. So, the Public Service Committee is recommending support for both a patio and zoning 
relief for take out for Mooyah Burgers. Motion by Michael Reiskind to support the petition of 225 Burger LLC, 
doing business as "Mooyah Burgers", at 225 Centre Street, for a seasonal outdoor patio with up to 20 seats with a 



closing hour of 9:00 pm; and to support the petition of 225 Centre Street LLC at 225 Centre Street to change the 
legal occupancy to restaurant with #36A take-out use at this address, with the proviso that the take-out use will stay 
with the current business tenant at 225 Centre Street, 225 Burger LLC, doing business as "Mooyah Burgers." 
Seconded by Bruce Marks. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early).
Motion by Michael Reiskind to approve the report of the current membership of the Public Service Committee, as 
required by Article 7 of the By-laws, with the addition of Carmel Levy as a council member of the Public Service 
Committee. Seconded by Bruce Marks. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early).
Michael Reiskind summarized some bills in the State House relating to the elimination of double utility poles. Motion 
by Michael Reiskind to support four current bills in the Massachusetts State House relating to the elimination of 
double utility poles (H1730, H1749, H1758, and H2701), urge State Representatives Malia and Sánchez to vote for 
the bills, and to report to the JPNC on their progress. Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early).
7.3.  Zoning Committee (ZC): David Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met on June 7 and June 21. 
Six matters were considered and only five votes are needed from the JPNC because one issue was scheduled at the 
Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA) on June 13 and went before the JPNC Executive Committee: 26 Billings Lane, a 
request by Tony Calisi, to construct a new single-family dwelling with attached two-car garage. The ZC and the 
Executive Committee recommended approval, and the matter was approved at the ZBA. The five matters needing 
approval are: 1) 43 Goldsmith Street, #3, a request by Todd and Tara Buffum, to extend Unit 3 living space into 
attic in existing three-family dwelling; construct new rear dormer and add new skylights. The recommendation of the 
ZC was to approve. 2) 2-4 Dolans Court, a request by Scott Mackay, for parking for one residential front yard space. 
The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 3) 78-80 Jamaica Street, #1, a request by Sayo Okada, to extend 
living space into basement. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 4) 9 Slocum Road, a request by Fred 
Manigat, to construct a mud room addition at front of house. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, 
subject to Jamaica Hills Association OK. 5) 100 Jamaica Street, a request by Christopher Read, to extend Unit #2 
living space into third floor; build out bathroom, washer & dryer area, and living room. The recommendation of the 
ZC was to approve. Motion by David Baron to approve the recommendations on 43 Goldsmith Street, #3, 
2-4 Dolans Court, 78-80 Jamaica Street, #1, 9 Slocum Road with proviso, and 100 Jamaica Street. Seconded by 
Carmel Levy. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early). 
Because of time constraints, the request to send a letter concerning the proposed sale by MassDOT of seven lots was 
deferred to the Housing & Development Committee's request for the same resolution.
Motion by David Baron to approve the report of the current membership of the Zoning Committee, as required by 
Article 7 of the By-laws. Seconded by Kevin Moloney. Passed 13-0-0 (1 left early). 
7.4.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Kevin Rainsford reported that the Housing & 
Development Committee met on June 20 at the Bowditch School and discussed the recent report of a lease at 
105A South Huntington Avenue (also known as 101 S. Huntington Ave. and Serenity Apartments) of 24 units to 
Churchill Corporate Housing for short-term rentals. The question is whether this breaks promises made to the 
community and the Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) and whether it is a zoning violation. The 
H&DC also wants to know the status of other promises made on mitigation to the community. Motion by Kevin 
Rainsford to send to the Director of the BPDA a letter: (1) Asking if the leasing by the developer of the project at 
105A South Huntington Avenue of 24 units to Churchill Corporate Housing violates the representation made by the 
developer to the BRA in June 2013 ("The lessee [of a unit in the building] must be a person living in the unit and 
may not sublet or assign the apartment. There will be only one lease per unit"), whether this constitutes a zoning 
violation, and whether this is an allowed use at this location; and, (2) Requesting a report (A) as to the developer's 
compliance with its November 2015 Affordable Rental Housing Agreement with the BPDA; and (B) as to the status 
of the developer's compliance with its agreement to provide the other mitigation and public benefits promised in the 
June 2013 Memorandum. Seconded by Jacob Glickel. Passed 12-0-0 (2 left early).
Kevin Rainsford also reported on MassDOT’s plans to dispose of seven parcels in Jamaica Plain and asked for two 
votes on the MassDOT issue. Motion by Kevin Rainsford to send a letter to the Secretary of Transportation 
concerning several issues needing resolution before proceeding further with the proposed sale by MassDOT of seven 
lots on/off Call, Everett, Spalding and/or Oakdale Streets. Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 12-0-0 (2 left early).
Motion by Kevin Rainsford to send a letter to Mark Boyle, administrator of the MassDOT Office of Real Estate and 
Asset Development, asking that the Request for Proposals (RFP) on the seven lots have a claw-back clause on future 
profits of developers because of future variances granted on the lots, all zoning requests on the seven lots be made by 
the developer, not MassDOT, developers chosen by MassDOT on the seven lots adhere to good practices, and Mark 
Boyle allow time for another community meeting before release of the RFP. Seconded by Carmel Levy. 
Passed 9-3-0 (2 left early).
Motion by Kevin Rainsford to approve the report of the current membership of the H&D Committee, as required by 
Article 7 of the By-laws. Seconded by Carmel Levy. Passed 12-0-0 (2 left early).



8. New Business: None
9. Adjournment: Motion by Kevin Moloney to adjourn the June 2017 JPNC meeting. Passed 12-0-0 (2 left early). 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


