
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
June 28, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Kevin Rainsford, 
Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Jeffrey Wiesner, and Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Alan Benenfeld, Ambika Gogna, Robin Cheung, Judy Kolligian (Boston Climate 
Action Network), Sara Driscoll (Boston Climate Action Network), City Councillor Matt O’Malley, Jessica Morris 
(City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Jessica Rodriguez (City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office).
Meeting called to order at 7:14pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1. Introductions: Council members introduced themselves. Other attendees also introduced themselves.
2. City Councillor Matt O’Malley spoke about Boston Schools, public safety, development in Jamaica Plain,  
recycling, legislation, accomplishments and the City budget, constituent services, and the Casey Arborway project.
- Boston Public Schools: There have been gains in the Jamaica Plain public schools, such as Curley School, Mendell, 
Manning and the Margarita Muñiz Academy. Boston Latin School (he is an alumnus) has been in the news lately. 
Councillor O’Malley supports the past headmaster and thinks the new interim headmaster, Michael Contompasis, is 
the right person to guide the school as this time. 
- Public Safety: There have been only fourteen homicides in Boston so far this year. He said he thinks that 
Community Policing is important and helps lower the crime rate. The “hot dog nights” at Mildred Hailey 
Apartments and the South Street Development have been going almost twenty years, having been started by Rep. 
Malia. He supported the increased funding for Boston Emergency Medical Services, which lowered the response time 
from five minutes to four minutes.
- Development in Jamaica Plain: JP has three Main Street programs, which are high caliber additions to guiding 
business development in the neighborhood. Plan:JP/Rox guidelines should be formed by commentary from the 
community. He opposes the 64 Allandale Street project as it is now proposed. There should be fewer units. The 
Arnold Arboretum is a true jewel in the Emerald Necklace and needs more funding. He is working with the State to 
improve the Walter Street/Centre Street intersection.
- Recycling: This is the second year of the Clean Boston Task Force which Councillor O’Malley created. It is 
working with the Public Works Department on reducing litter and removing graffiti, as well as recycling. Jamaica 
Plain has proposed a pilot cigarette butt recycling program, which the Councillor supports.
- Legislation: There is a new ordinance to create Boston’s Latin Quarter in Hyde Square, which was developed by the 
Hyde Square Task Force and JP Neighborhood Development Corporation (NDC). The Puppy Mill Ordinance 
prevents the sale of dogs, cats and bunnies, exempting the MSPCA and Animal Rescue League. High schools are to 
start later (from 7:20am to 9:10am) to ease traffic congestion. There is going to be a Boston Parking Census which 
will count public and private parking spots to help answer questions about Transit Oriented Development (T.O.D.) Is 
.65-.68 spaces/unit too few? Is 1.5 spaces/unit too many? This is similar to the recent Rental Housing Ordinance 
which helped the City figure out how many rental units were in Boston. The proposed Gas Leaks Ordinance will have 
a City Hall hearing on July 12. There are somewhere between 2,000 and 6,000 gas leaks in the City. The Ordinance 
would create a census of existing leaks and set a five-year deadline on fixing the leaks. Bryan Glasscock is in charge 
of planning for gas leaks repairs. Councillor O’Malley opposes the proposed Lateral Pipeline through West Roxbury. 
It is not needed as there is no paucity of natural gas in the City of Boston.
- Accomplishments and the City budget: The new addition to the JP Branch Library is now being built and will open 
in February 2017. Money is allocated for improvements at Jamaica Pond for the dock and boathouse and walking 
paths. The Councillor supports the Complete Streets Program. It will widen and beautify sidewalks. He also supports 
the extension of Green Line service to Hyde Square.
- Constituent Services: Andrew Baldizon and Jessica Morris from his office answered 4,000 calls for constituent 
service last year.
- Casey Arborway project: This big State project is going relatively well, but there are bad problems with pedestrian 
access during construction.
Questions from members were: Is there a state statute to protect us from gas leaks like Pennsylvania? 
Transportation is the key to good development and very few in the City are keyed in on this. Why isn’t the City 
asking the MBTA for the surplus 8 acres at the Arborway Yard that are not needed for MBTA use? Many moving 
parts are involved in the decision: the temporary facility, 500 Arborway building, former City Pole Yard and 
Plan:JP/Rox.
3. Approval of May minutes: Motion by David Baron to approve the May 24, 2016 minutes. Seconded by 
Bernie Doherty. Passed 9-0-0.
4. Announcements:
4.1. Council vacancies: Kevin Moloney made the second official announcement that there are eight vacancies on 
the JP Neighborhood Council: two in Area A, one in Area B, three in Area C, and two At-Large. According to the 



By-Laws, the first time that a vote for the vacancies can be taken is at the July meeting. Nominated for an At-Large 
seat at the May meeting was Jake Glickel of 17 Glade Avenue. There were two nominations for Area C seats at this 
meeting: Robin Cheung of 173 Moss Hill Road and Kevin Leary of 73 Woodland Road. Mr. Leary said he would 
come to speak at the July meeting. Robin Cheung was present and said she has been in Jamaica Plain about two-and-
a-half years, formerly living in Bay Village. She would like to be more involved in the neighborhood and get to know 
more about JP. She previously worked in constituent services for the Menino administration and now is an 
ombudsperson for Harvard Medical School. Ms. Cheung said her husband is on the Boston Bike Party and she is 
interested in transportation, so she may join the Public Service Committee. She was invited to return to the next 
Council meeting in July 2016.
4.2. Other announcements: 
- There will be an Article 80 public meeting about the Jackson Square Site III project on Thursday, June 30 at 
6:00pm at Julia Martin House, 90 Bickford Street. Sponsored by the Boston Redevelopment Authority.
- There will be a community meeting about the redevelopment of the Boston Housing Authority building at 125 
Amory Street, to be held on Wednesday, July 6 at 6:00pm at Nate Smith House, 155 Lamartine Street. Sponsored by 
Amory Street Partners (JP NDC, Urban Edge and The Community Builders).
- There are two upcoming MassDOT Casey Arborway Public Information Meetings on construction. The first will be 
on Wednesday, June 29 at 6:30pm at English High School. The second will be on Wednesday, July 20 at 6:30pm at 
English High School.
- Dana Gonsalves thanked folks for participating in the Julia Martin House fund-raising raffle at the Brewery on 
Germania Street. They raised $1,100. Mr. Gonsalves also reminded folks that there will be a JP Porchfest concert at 
the Julia Martin House on July 9 at 2:15pm.
5. Committee Reports:
5.1. Kevin Moloney reported on a proposed By-Law change to the reporting date for committee members from 
October to the second meeting after the election. There will be a vote at the July JPNC meeting. Formally, the 
Executive Committee recommends that Article 7 be amended by striking out the sentence in Article 7 that states:

Chairs shall report to the Council ... and submit names, addresses, occupations, and contact information 
of committee members to the Council for approval annually at the October meeting of the Council, or 
within thirty (30) days of the appointment of a new committee  Chair or any new member.

and by inserting in place thereof the following:
Chairs shall report to the Council ... and submit names, addresses, occupations, and contact information 
of committee members to the Council for approval by the second Council meeting following the biennial 
election of Council members and annually thereafter, and within thirty (30) days of the appointment of a 
new committee Chair or any new member. 

5.2.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met at Farnsworth House on 
June 1 and June 15. Five issues were considered and all need a vote by the JPNC: 1) 65 Rockwood Street, a request by 
Our Lady of the Cedars Church, for a change of occupancy from church with daycare to community center with 
daycare, to clarify existing occupancy; renovate community center and construct 50 foot x 8 foot addition on first 
floor, per plans. This is a modest extension and the Zoning Committee recommended approval. 2) 33 Haverford 
Street and 35-37 Haverford Street, a request by Ronald O’Brien, to combine existing 3,606 square foot lot with 
3,873 square foot lot; raze existing two-family dwelling and construct a new three-story three-family dwelling and a 
new three-story five-family dwelling on combined lot.  Two dwellings to share common driveway. There was very 
little interest from the community on this issue, because there are no immediate abutters. The design of parking on 
each lot was the issue, but if it is looked at as one combined lot, there were no concerns. The Zoning Committee 
recommends approval. 3) 8 Nira Avenue, a request by City Realty - Alan Sheroff, Fred Starikov and Steve Whalen, 
to create a six-family dwelling by renovating existing three-family dwelling and adding three-story addition to include 
three additional residential units. There were concerns about construction timing and this being a City Realty project. 
Community attendees said the issues have been addressed and City Realty is improving its response to community 
concerns. City Life/Vida Urbana also said City Realty seems to be improving. The ZC recommends approval. 
4) 39 Eliot Street, a request by Richard Dunfey and Marilyn Mase, to raze garage and construct additional residential 
unit as an addition to existing single-family residence. New second unit to be 2950 square feet with three bedrooms 
and 2 1/2 baths. This matter is “as of right,” requiring no variances, but it is a design review (Neighborhood Design 
Overlay District -  NDOD) issue. This is a pretty large lot. The addition is entirely in the rear, so only one abutter is 
affected. The rear neighbors said that they feel the addition is too close to their property, even if it obeys the zoning 
requirements for rear yard setback. The rear neighbor on Burroughs Street and a neighbor on Eliot Place are 
themselves very close to the lot lines. The recommendation is that the additional unit construction should not come 
any closer to the rear lot line than the existing plans call for - about 23 feet; that the applicant agree to stake the 
rear line of proposed unit and window locations, and to coordinate with neighbors on landscape/fence plan 
particularly in the rear. 5) 35 Patten Street, a request by Sharona Taieb, to extend living space of Unit #1 into 
basement area, approximately 500 square feet to be added. The ZC recommends approval. 6) 14-16 McBride Street 



(a new six-unit residential building with garage parking) was also discussed on June 15, and the applicant agreed to 
defer. When they come back, they will also include the James’s Gate restaurant parcels at 5-11 McBride Street. 
Motion by David Baron to accept the recommendations of the ZC on 65 Rockwood Street, 33 Haverford Street and 
35-37 Haverford Street, 39 Eliot Street, and 35 Patten Street. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 8-1-0. Motion by 
David Baron to accept the recommendation of the ZC on 8 Nira Avenue. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Carolyn Royce 
said that Star Realty did not flyer the area for 8 Nira Avenue, and also did not flyer for a different Article 80 
meeting. Dave Baron said that, for 8 Nira Avenue, City Realty did flyer the area area he asked them to. Bernie 
Doherty said that six units is too much and there are too many variances requested at 8 Nira. Priscilla Yang said we 
have to look at City Realty’s bad record. Passed 6-3-0.
The Wednesday, June 29 ZC meeting is cancelled. The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be at 7:00pm on  
July 13 at Farnsworth House, 90 South Street. 
5.3.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on Tuesday, June 21 at the Bowditch School and had a discussion of the CPCAY (Community 
Planning Committee for the Arborway Yard) issue. Also, City Realty presented plans for a proposal at 
3193 Washington Street (former Jackson Glass). They will return in July.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be at 7:00pm on Tuesday, July 19 at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street.  
5.4.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met at the J.F. Kennedy School 
on June 7. There were two neighborhood hearings. The first was a petition of the Blue Nile Restaurant at 389 Centre 
Street for a beer & wine license with Yosef Haile as manager. Yosef Haile is the brother of the existing owner and 
manager, Ellena Haile. he has been the de-facto manager for several years and his sister would like to transfer the 
business to him. However, since the existing beer & wine license is not transferable, Ms. Haile has to give up her 
license and Mr. Haile has to apply for a new beer and wine license at the same location. The menu, hours and 
management would remain the same. Yosef Haile also agreed to keep the proviso that alcohol be served only with 
food. Members of the audience said the Blue Nile had excellent Ethiopian food and was an important gathering spot 
for the Hyde Square neighborhood. The Committee recommends approval. The second hearing was on a petition of 
The Haven at 2 Perkins Street for an all-alcohol license. The Haven has been a mainstay of the Hyde Square 
neighborhood for six years, and would like to step up from its present beer, wine and liqueurs license to an all-alcohol 
license. As Boston’s only Scottish restaurant, it seems appropriate that The Haven be able to serve Scotch whiskey. 
They have had many requests from patrons for Scotch. The menu, hours and management would remain the same. 
Members of the audience were enthusiastic in the support of The Haven. The Committee recommends approval. 
The Public Service Committee also recommended Kevin Rainsford as a new member of the Committee. Motion by 
Carolyn Royce to accept the nomination of Kevin Rainsford as a member of the Public Service Committee. 
Seconded by Kevin Moloney. Passed 9-0-0. Motion by Michael Reiskind to recommend approval of the 
request of Blue Nile, Inc., doing business as “Blue Nile Restaurant” at 389 Centre Street for a seven-day common 
victualler malt & wine license with an 11:00pm closing, with Yosef Haile as manager, with the proviso that alcohol 
be served with food only. Seconded by David Baron. Passed 9-0-0. Motion by Michael Reiskind to recommend 
approval of the request of Anglo Hospitality, LLC, doing business as “The Haven” at 2 Perkins Street for a seven-
day common victualler all-alcoholic beverages license with a 1:00am closing hour, with Jason Waddleton as manager. 
Seconded by Kevin Rainsford. Passed 9-0-0.
The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, July 12 at 7:00pm at The Brewery, 
31 Germania Street. On the agenda will be a petition of Evy Tea at 253 Amory Street for a 7-day common victualler 
license with Evy Wei Chen as manager. 
5.5.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Kevin Moloney urged Priscilla Yang to try to 
reenergize the Environment, Parks & Energy Committee during July and August. She accepted the challenge. Mr. 
Moloney also urged all other JPNC members to help her.
6. New Business:
6.1.  Boston Climate Action Network: Sara Driscoll and Judy Kolligian, of the Boston Climate Action Network, 
made a presentation about past legislation at the State House and pending legislation at City Hall. There is a City 
Council ordinance that needs JPNC support. Previous State legislation required the utilities to report all leaks every 
year. Some of the leaks on last year’s list have disappeared from this year’s list without being repaired. Motion by 
Michael Reiskind to support the 2016 Boston Gas Leaks Ordinance and to send a letter to the Boston City Council 
stating its support. Seconded by Priscilla Yang. Passed 9-0-0.
6.2. Other New Business: None.
7.  Adjournment: Motion by Michael Reiskind to adjourn the June 2016 JPNC meeting. Passed 9-0-0. Meeting 
was adjourned at 8:58pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, July 21, 2016 at 7:00PM, JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


