
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
July 25, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Robin Cheung, 
Jacob Glickel, Max Glikman, Kelly Vaughan Husid, Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, 
Kyle Smith, Gert Thorn, and Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Mark Del Vecchio, Dana Gonsalves, Drew Love, Franklyn Salimbene, 
R. O. Aamir Mahdi, David Lopes, State Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz, Jessie Zimmerer (Office of  State Sen. Sonia 
Chang-Diaz), Samuel Sano (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Andrea Patton (City Council President 
Michelle Wu’s Office), Natalie Kaufman (Office of State Rep. Liz Malia), Stephen Coakley (Office of State Rep. 
Jeffrey Sánchez), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:05pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2.  State Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz: Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz introduced herself. She has been appointed 
Chairperson of the Joint Committee on Education, and is Vice Chair of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary. She is 
working on the budget, the recreational marijuana bill, racial justice, education reform, and criminal justice reform. 
The recreational marijuana referendum that was passed was light on details. She thinks the proposed changes are 
good: Records will be sealed for prior marijuana offenses, and employment restrictions and automobile license 
restrictions will be lightened. The bill will be weighted toward creating jobs in needed communities. Racial justice 
issues will be addressed in a new hand-held devices bill which will add a requirement for tracking “racial” stops. The 
Senate is working on a major reform to the Education Reform Act of 1993, concentrating on reforming the 
Foundation, the funding formula for distributing state funds to municipal public schools using income, real estate 
valuation, and health care costs. The first report of the Foundation Budget Review Commission (FBRC) said that 
education is underfunded by about $2 Billion. A new criminal justice reform bill addresses both education and 
recidivism. The bill would track savings resulting from the reforms and put them into a ‘trust fund” to use for good 
works related to criminal justice.
Questions were on recreational marijuana: Was raising the tax rate from the 12% in the referendum to the new rate 
of 20% for administrative costs or to raise revenue? It was to raise revenue. Gert Thorn thinks that present hand-
held device laws are poorly enforced and legislators should consider how laws are being obeyed and implemented when 
drafting new laws. Bernie Doherty asked about the State Laboratories and the Division of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance (DCAM) forcing the community to sign a lease on the community gardens and to charge for rent 
and water. He said that DCAM is an agency without a heart. Carmel Levy asked about state funding for charter 
school transfers. $8 - $12 Million is underfunded every year. Bruce Marks asked what the state senate is doing for 
affordable housing? Sen. Chang-Diaz said that the results are mixed. In the state budget (not yet passed), there is 
funding for the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program (MRVP), homeless shelters and Residential Assistance for 
Families in Transition (RAFT). Sen. Chang-Diaz voted for the senate budget and against the conference committee 
budget. She said she was heartened by how many members of the General Court voted to send along the referendum 
proposal for a Millionaires Tax. Kyle Smith asked about the Community Development Corporation bills. He also 
asked whether there is enough room in the regulations for medical marijuana to allow for new applicants? Sen. 
Chang-Diaz thinks that there has not been enough thought on the effects on communities of color. Kevin Moloney 
mentioned the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) three pending projects in Jamaica Plain and 
how important they are to the community. Sarah Freeman said that Perkins/Parkman will be the first project going 
ahead. Franklyn Salimbene talked about the proposal to extend the Green Line from Heath Street to Hyde Square. 
There is good community support and political support including its inclusion in Go Boston 2030. Can she arrange to 
meet with the Arborway Committee for Public Transit and maybe eventually support the plan? Drew Love from 
Dunster Road asked about the availability of the “racial” stop data from the new hand-held devices bill.
3.  Approval of June minutes: There is one change needed in the June minutes. In the section on the presentation 
of City Councillor At-Large Annissa Essaibi-George, it should read that the “Mobile Sharps team, which picked up 
20,000 improperly discarded needles”. Motion by Bernard Doherty to approve the June 27, 2017 minutes, as 
amended. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 13-0-2 .
4.  Announcements: 
- Ronald Aamir Mahdi and David Lopes from Mattapan introduced themselves and said Mattapan is thinking of 
starting a Neighborhood Council.
- There will be music every Tuesday at 6pm at Franklin Park until August 15.
- The next three performances in the Emerald Necklace Concert Series will be in Jamaica Plain on Sundays at 
6:00pm at Pinebank Promontory.
- There will be yoga this Sunday, July 30 at the Arnold Arboretum Hunnewell Building starting at 10:00am.



5.  Report on Streetscape Improvements: Kevin Moloney reported that $114,000 in funding has been allocated 
for design work for streetscape improvements on Centre and South Streets from Hyde Square to Forest Hills. This is 
less than half of the $300,000 that the City now says is needed for the design. However, previous estimates by the 
Boston Transportation Department said that $750,000 - $850,000 was the recommended budget. There will be a 
conference call tomorrow to understand the discrepancy and shortfall.
6.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
6.1.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on July 18 at the Bowditch School. Mark Boyle, administrator of the MassDOT Office of Real 
Estate and Asset Development, presented some changes in the Request for Proposals (RFP) for MassDOT’s disposal 
of seven parcels in Jamaica Plain. There is now increased affordable units (six out of seventeen), there will be no 
rezoning now, and language was added to require responsible contractors. The MBTA website has the new proposed 
language, with comments due by August 5. There will be a pre-bid on-site meeting on September 15. The date for the 
opening of the Invitations to Bid is late October, and designation of developers will be in November.
There will be no H&DC meeting in August. 
6.2.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang reported that the Fixit Clinic will be at the 
JP Branch Library this Thursday, July 27 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm. The second one is now scheduled for Saturday, 
September 23, also at the JP Branch Library.
Meetings of the EPE will now be on the third Thursdays of the month at 6:00pm at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street.
6.3.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Public Service Committee met on July 11 at 
Curtis Hall. An Open Streets event in Jamaica Plain and elimination of double utility poles were discussed. 
There will be no Public Service Committee meeting in August. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 5.
6.4.  Zoning Committee (ZC): David Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met on July 5 and July 19.
Four matters were considered and only three votes are needed from the JPNC because one issue was heard this 
morning at the Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA): 114-120 Brookside Avenue, a request by Brookside Green LLC for a 
new construction, mixed-use building with 9 residential units, 3 commercial units, and 11 parking spaces. The 
neighbors really made a difference working out a consensus on this project. There will be a voluntary Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) and an MOU with the rear abutters for buffers and green space. Two of the three 
commercial spaces will be discounted using a lottery system. The matter was approved at the ZBA. 
The three matters needing approval are: 1) 7-11 Wise Street, a request by James Christopher to raze the existing 
structure, combine parcels, construct a new 3-unit townhouse-style residence. The townhouses will have a modern 
design. There wasn’t a lot of discussion on this project. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 
2) 28 and 30 Iffley Road, a request by Anthony Ruscito to change occupancy on two 3-family residential buildings, 
currently under construction, to make two 4-family residences, by adding a basement unit to each building. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to deny. These were built as two 3-family buildings as-of-right, and then the 
applicant asked to convert them to two 4-family buildings when almost completed, with the extra units in the 
basement. There wouldn’t be any front windows in the basement units, just rear windows. The recommendation to 
deny was not unanimous. 
3) 1 Sylvia Street, a request by Katie and Jason Mordino to add new 3-level rear deck on building; demolish 3 double 
windows and install 3 sliding doors per drawings. The proposal is to have decks on all three levels within 9’ of the 
property line in the rear. Urban Edge controls the building immediately to the rear. The recommendation of the ZC 
was to approve, subject to non-opposition from the abutter, Urban Edge. Motion by David Baron to approve the 
recommendation on 7-11 Wise Street. Seconded by Bernard Doherty. Passed 15-0-0. Motion by David Baron to 
approve the recommendation to deny on 28 and 30 Iffley Road. Seconded by Gert Thorn. Passed 11-4-0. Motion by 
Carolyn Royce to approve the recommendation on 1 Sylvia Street, with proviso. Seconded by Bernard Doherty. 
Passed 13-1-1. 
There will be no Zoning Committee meeting on August 2. The next meetings of the ZC will be on Wednesday, 
August 16 and August 30, with the August 30 meeting devoted to Plan:JP/Rox.
7. New Business: None
8. Adjournment: Motion by Carmel Levy to adjourn the July 2017 JPNC meeting. Passed 15-0-0.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, August 17, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


