
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
July 26, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, 
Gert Thorn, Jeffrey Wiesner, and Priscilla Yang.
Attending and elected at the meeting: Jacob Glickel, Kevin Leary, Bruce Marks, and Peter Steiger.
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), and Sarah Sabshon 
(Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez).
Meeting called to order at 7:08pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1. Introductions: Council members introduced themselves. Other attendees also introduced themselves.
2. Approval of June minutes: Motion by David Baron to approve the June 28, 2016 minutes. Seconded by 
Kevin Rainsford. Passed 7-0-0 (2 late).
3. Announcements:
3.1. Council vacancies: Kevin Moloney officially announced that - with the recent resignation of Catherine 
White - there are now nine vacancies on the JP Neighborhood Council: three in Area A, one in Area B, three in Area 
C, and two At-Large. According to the By-Laws, a vote for eight of the vacancies can be taken tonight at the July 
meeting. A vote for the last vacancy can be taken at the September meeting. At a previous meeting, Jacob Glickel of 
17 Glade Avenue was nominated for an At-Large seat and Robin Cheung of 173 Moss Hill Road and Kevin Leary of 
73 Woodland Road were nominated for Area C seats. At this meeting, Peter Steiger of 64 Moraine Street was 
nominated for an Area C seat and Bruce Marks of 77 Sheridan Street was nominated for an Area A seat. Robin 
Cheung had spoken at the June meeting; the remaining four nominees spoke on behalf of their nominations. Kevin 
Leary had been a JPNC member from 1992 to 2012, and has been a Zoning Committee member and chair. Peter 
Steiger is a relatively new resident of Jamaica Plain - about three years. He said that organizations are very 
important for a neighborhood. He works at Paraxel Informatics, Inc. as vice president and chief scientific officer, 
and is a board member of the Jamaica Pond Association. Jacob Glickel was born and raised in Jamaica Plain. He works 
as sustainability project manager at the Massachusetts Port Authority. Bruce Marks is a thirty-year resident of 
Jamaica Plain and is the CEO of the Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of America, a community and home 
ownership counseling agency. He said that JP has changed over the years and he would like to get involved and affect 
the changes in a positive way. he said that we need a higher standard for developers in Jamaica Plain. Mr. Marks was 
asked whether the proposed development at 3353 Washington Street was the only reason he wants to join the JP 
Neighborhood Council. He answered that his interests are much broader, and thinks we should survey the track record 
of all developers.
Motion by Gert Thorn to have Jake Glickel, Kevin Leary, Bruce Marks, and Peter Steiger fill the JPNC vacancies. 
Seconded by Michael Reiskind. Passed 8-0-0 (1 late). Motion by David Baron to have Robin Cheung fill the JPNC 
Area C vacancy. Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 7-0-2. Jake Glickel, Kevin Leary, Peter Steiger, and Bruce 
Marks took seats at the JPNC member table.
3.2. Other announcements: 
- Dana Gonsalves said that the annual Octoberfest ¡Fiesta! fundraiser at The Brewery will be on Thursday, 
October 27 from 6:00pm to 9:00pm.
- The 2016 Jamaica Plain National Night Out celebration will be on Bickford Street at the Mildred Hailey 
Apartments on Monday, August 1 starting at 6:00pm.
4. Vote to amend the by-laws: A proposal to amend the by-laws by changing the reporting date for committee 
members from October to the second meeting after the election was submitted to the Executive Committee in May 
and June. The Executive Committee recommends approval and it may now be voted upon. Motion by Kevin 
Moloney to amend the by-laws by striking out the sentence in Article 7 that states:

Chairs shall report to the Council ... and submit names, addresses, occupations, and contact information 
of committee members to the Council for approval annually at the October meeting of the Council, or 
within thirty (30) days of the appointment of a new committee Chair or any new member.

and by inserting in place thereof the following:
Chairs shall report to the Council ... and submit names, addresses, occupations, and contact information 
of committee members to the Council for approval by the second Council meeting following the biennial 
election of Council members and annually thereafter, and within thirty (30) days of the appointment of a 
new committee Chair or any new member.

Seconded by Michael Reiskind. Passed 13-0-0. 
5. Vote on Public Service Committee: Motion by Kevin Moloney to appoint Interim Chair of the Public Service 
Committee, Michael Reiskind, as Chair of the Committee and Jeffrey Wiesner as Vice-Chair. Seconded by Carolyn 
Royce. Passed 13-0-0. 



6. Vote on Zoning Committee: Motion by Kevin Moloney to appoint Interim Chair of the Zoning Committee, 
David Baron, as Chair of the Committee and Kyle Smith as Vice-Chair. Seconded by Peter Steiger. Passed 13-0-0. 
7. Vote on Housing & Development Committee: Motion by Kevin Moloney to appoint Interim Chair of the 
Housing & Development Committee, Carolyn Royce, as Chair of the Committee, and Kevin Rainsford as Vice-
Chair. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 13-0-0. 
8. Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
8.1.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on Tuesday, July 19 at the Bowditch School and had a discussion of  CPCAY (Community Planning 
Committee for the Arborway Yard) issues. Courthouse parking is now situated in the Arborway Bus Yard. The 
Committee is considering rethinking the configuration of the Yard to have the buses stay at the “Temporary” Yard 
and use the rest (10 acres) for affordable housing and other community uses. There will be a special Plan:JP/Rox 
meeting for the H&DC on Wednesday, August 17 at 6:00pm at which CPCAY issues will be raised. John Dalzell, of 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA), said that the BRA is still strongly committed to the Arborway Yard 
Memorandum of Understanding, as written. Gert Thorn asked if plans for the area could be brought to future 
meetings to familiarize folks.
City Life/Vida Urbana wants the JPNC to consider a recent problem for some homeowners. Some sellers are being 
compelled to dell when they didn’t really want to. Has the JPNC done a survey or rating of developers that come 
before the H&DC? Kevin Moloney recommended that the chairs of the H&DC and Zoning Committee take on this 
issue by rating developers by how well they have done their community leafletting, use of predatory practices, and 
their financial track record. Motion by Carolyn Royce to have the H&DC take into account the track record of a 
developer when the developer is involved in a lawsuit with a seller who signed without proper representation. 
Seconded by David Baron. Passed 8-4-1. 
The Committee considered the proposal at 3193 Washington Street (former Jackson Glass) presented by City 
Realty. This is a 40-unit housing development which has changed since it was presented in July. The parking, unit 
sizes and setbacks have all changed. The developers offered to rent one commercial space ”at a good rate”. However, 
only 17% of the units are affordable, not the 25% goal of the JPNC. The H&DC recommended not to support. 
Motion by Carolyn Royce to accept the H&DC recommendation and send a letter to the BRA before the end of the 
comment period on July 29. Seconded by Gert Thorn. Passed 11-1-1.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be at 6:30pm on Tuesday, August 16 at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street, 
one day before the Plan:JP/Rox meeting.  
8.2.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met on July 12 at The Brewery, 
31 Germania Street. There was one neighborhood hearing - a request of Evy Tea at 253 Amory Street for a 7-day 
common victualler license with Evy Wei Chen as manager. Evy Chen has been manufacturing and selling cold-brew 
tea to grocery stores for several years. This is a very small retail tea shop with bakery items made off-premises. 
There was strong community support, with folks wanting to allow longer hours than she requested. The 
manufacturing and distribution for the grocery sales are located elsewhere. While this business probably does not need 
zoning relief for take-out, the Committee considered it based on the experience of other retail stores on Centre 
Street. The Committee recommends approval. Motion by Michael Reiskind to recommend approval of the 
request of Evy Tea, LLC, doing business as “Evy Tea” at 253 Amory Street for a seven-day common victualler 
license with the hours of 8:00am to 6:30pm, with take-out, and with a seasonal outdoor patio for 10 seats, with Evy 
Wei Chen as manager. Seconded by Kevin Rainsford. Passed 13-0-0.
There will be no August meeting. The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, 
September 6 at 7:00pm at Curtis Hall, 20 South Street.
8.3.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Priscilla Yang is working reenergizing the Environment, 
Parks & Energy Committee. All JPNC members are urged to help.
The next meeting of the Environment, Parks & Energy Committee will be on Thursday, August 18 at 6:00pm at 
JP Licks, 659 Centre Street.
8.4.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met at Farnsworth House on 
July 13. Two issues were considered and neither need a vote by the JPNC. They are both owner-occupied properties 
that were sent to the expedited process held on Thursday afternoons. There was no opposition in either case. Both 
items went before the JPNC Executive Committee and were approved. 1) 71 Mossdale Road, a request by Tricia 
Fitzgerald, to add a 4' addition to the rear of an existing three-season room to enclose for additional living space, and 
to renovate an existing kitchen as per plans. 2) 20 Parkside Drive, a request by William Meehan, to construct a roof 
over front stairs with two pillars in connection with renovations. 
David Baron requested that in addition to the three ex-officio Council officers and David Baron, ZC Chair, and Kyle 
Smith, ZC Vice Chair, the following also be approved as Zoning Committee members: As JPNC Members: Meg 
Wood, Kevin Leary, and Bruce Marks. As Community Members: Jesse Abair, Anne Barrett, James Greene, Jake Hart, 
Andrea Howley, Steve Lussier, Gerard O’Connor, James Seagle, Jon Truslow, and Marie Turley. 



Motion by David Baron to accept the membership of the Zoning Committee as presented. Seconded by Kyle Smith. 
Passed 11-2-0.
The next meetings of the Zoning Committee will be at 7:00pm on July 27 and August 10 at Farnsworth House, 
90 South Street. On the July 27 agenda will be 14-16 McBride Street. 5 McBride Street will also be previewed - no 
vote. On the August 10 agenda will be 4 Weld Avenue, 67 May Street and 104 Brookley Road.
9. New Business:
Comments to the BRA on Plan:JP/Rox: Tabled to the August or September meetings.
10.  Adjournment: Motion by Gert Thorn to adjourn the July 2016 JPNC meeting. Passed 13-0-0. Meeting 
was adjourned at 8:37pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House 
(subsequently moved to Tuesday, August 30, 2016)

Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, August 18, 2016 at 7:00PM, JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


