
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
February 23, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Anne Barrett, Anita Cooper, 
Bernard Doherty,  Dana Gonsalves, Jamey Lionette, Kristy Nardone, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, 
Gert Thorn, Meg Wood, Priscilla Yang, and Sebastian Zapata.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Karla Nicholson (Haymarket Foundation), Daniel Perez (The Boston Harbor 
Association), D. B. Reiff (City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office), Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt 
O’Malley’s Office), Sarah Sabshon (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), and Richard Heath (JP News).
Meeting called to order at 7:05pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
I. Introductions: Council members and other attendees introduced themselves.
II. Approval of January minutes: Motion by Bernard Doherty to approve the January 26, 2016 minutes as 
submitted. Seconded by Gert Thorn. Passed 13-0-1 (2 late).
III. Announcements:
- There will be a public workshop for PLAN:JP/ROX, the planning study of the Washington Street corridor, on 
Saturday, March 5 at the Anna M. Cole Community Center, 10 Lamartine Street Extension from 8:30am to 
12:00noon. This will feature the first presentation of different development possibilities.
- 2016 State of Our Neighborhood will be on Thursday, April 7 at 6pm at the John F. Kennedy School, 7 Bolster 
Street. There will be three pre-meetings: a) on Thursday, February 25, a discussion on arts and culture will start at 
6pm at the Hyde Square Task Force, rear of 361 Centre Street, b) on Thursday, March 3 a discussion on housing will 
start at 6pm at the Anna M. Cole Community Center, 10 Lamartine Street Extension, c) on Thursday, March 17 a 
discussion on food justice will start at 6pm at the First Baptist Church, 633 Centre Street.
- Daniel Perez from The Boston Harbor Association said that there will be a community meeting on Boston’s 
Changing Climate on Saturday, March 12 at 1:00pm at The English High School, on Williams Street.
- Sarah Freeman said that the Emerald Necklace Conservancy (ENC) has begun a series of “Speak Out” meetings on 
protecting and preserving the environment. The next one will be on Wednesday, February 24 at 6:00pm at which 
Tom Wessels will speak on “Reading the Forested Landscape”. It will be at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul at 
138 Tremont Street near Park Street in Boston.
- Sarah Freeman also announced that said the Emerald Necklace Conservancy will be having a fundraiser on 
Thursday, February 25 at 6:30pm at Symphony Hall to benefit the Justine Mee Liff Fund for the Emerald Necklace. 
Folks can contact Sarah Freeman at freemansherwood@hotmail.com.
IV. Rep. Liz Malia:  State Representative Liz Malia, is House chair of the Joint Committee on Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse and talked about the public health crisis with opioids. While health care access is being improved, 
behavioral health access issues are not. There is also a new type of addiction that is due to the craven attitude of 
pharmaceutical companies. While the Departments of Mental Health, Public Health and Health and Human Services 
are working well together, Corrections need to be brought into the fold. Prevention and intervention are where 
additional resources are needed. There is new legislation moving forward that will remove the automatic suspension 
of driver’s licenses for drug offenses, and to close sown the women’s prison in Framingham for mental and drug 
issues. The State Laboratory in Jamaica Plain may be reconstructed for a Level IV laboratory, which would be of 
concern for neighbors on Asticou, Martinwood and South Streets.
There were questions on the new City Council Committee on Mental Health and Substance Abuse, chaired by 
Councillor Essaibi-George, and the new legislation on gas leaks that is now in committee; One bill would require 
utilities to pay for gas leaks, and the other bill would make utilities check and fix leaks when construction exposes 
gas pipes. There was a question on why the MBTA has the ability to build new stations costing a lot of money while 
they have no money to fix their old infrastructure. Rep. Malia said that over the last 10-15 years they have built up 
2-3 Billion in non-repaired infrastructure. There was a question on whether it could be possible to give municipalities 
the first refusal on state surplus land, especially for old Southwest Corridor parcels. Representative Malia always 
insists that communities have a real say in the process of disposing of such land.
V. Nominations/Interviews/Elections for Council Vacancy in Area C: There were no nominations presented.
VI. Committee Reports:
a. Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met at the E-13 Police 
Station on February 2. There were two neighborhood hearings. The first was a request by La Rana Rossa for a new 
beer & wine license at 154 Green Street (former Bartlett Square Café location) with the hours of 7:30am to 10:00pm 
(no alcohol before 4:30pm), with Ginger Russell as manager, and a seasonal outdoor patio with 46 seats on private 
land with the hours of 7:30am to 9:00pm - all patrons out by 9:30pm (no alcohol served before 4:30pm). There was 
very strong support for this application, except that two residents living above the restaurant in the same building 
supported the transfer, but had serious concerns about the patio. Discussion centered on whether serving alcohol 



outside would increase the noise level to unacceptable levels in the residential units above. The Committee decided to 
meet again in September 2016 on this issue after a few months of operation. The Public Service Committee 
recommended approval with the two provisos that alcohol be served with food only and La Rana Rossa has a follow-
up community meeting with their neighbors and the JPNC in September 2016. Because of time constraints, this had 
to be sent to the JPNC Executive Committee which recommended approval of the beer & wine license, with the two 
provisos. The Committee also discussed take-out at this location and is now recommending approval of the take-out. 
Motion by Michael Reiskind to accept the recommendation of the Public Service Committee for take-out at 154 
Green Street with the proviso that the take-out use will stay with the current business tenant at 154 Green Street, 
La Rana Rossa LLC, doing business as "La Rana Rossa". Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 16-0-0.
The second was a request for a transfer of the package store all-alcoholic beverages license at 18-24 Hyde Park 
Avenue (now Forest Hills Mart) to a new operator doing business as “Forest Hills Fine Wine” at the same location. 
This new owner is very experience in the package store business, being in the family that owns and having worked at 
Brookline Liquor Mart on Commonwealth Avenue. He would change the store to have no groceries or candy or 
food, and agreed to the community request to not sell nips. Motion by Michael Reiskind to accept the 
recommendation of the Public Service Committee for a transfer of the package store all-alcoholic beverages license 
at 18-24 Hyde Park Avenue from Onibella Inc. doing business as “Forest Hills Mart” to Forest Hills Fine Wine Inc., 
doing business as “Forest Hills Fine Wine” at the same location with a 10:00pm closing on Monday-Wednesday, an 
11:00pm closing on Thursday-Saturday, and Sunday hours from 12noon to 8:00pm, with Jason Katz as manager, and 
with the proviso that no nips or “single” beers be sold there. Seconded by Carolyn Royce. Passed 16-0-0.
The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, March 1 at 7:00 pm at Curtis Hall. The 
agenda will include an update on the cigarette butt recycling program, making a list of crosswalks needing painting 
and streets needing repair in Jamaica Plain, and a discussion of removal of billboards in the business districts.
b. Zoning Committee (ZC): The Zoning Committee met at Farnsworth House on February 3 and February 17. The 
following seven projects need votes of the JPNC: (1)14-16 Miles Street, a request by Christopher Collins to 
construct a 1/2-story addition for master bedroom and bathroom, approximately 715 square feet. This was not 
controversial. The addition will be used as an office as well. There was no opposition at the meeting. The Zoning 
Committee recommends approval. (2) 41 Rossmore Road, a request by Liam Lydon to erect new 3-story 3-family 
dwelling on 3,600 square foot lot, with three parking spaces. This is an undivided lot. The design is similar to others 
on the street. There were other community meetings. The Zoning Committee recommends approval, subject to the 
Stonybrook Neighborhood Association non-opposition. (3) 19 Oakdale Street, a request by Robert Alessandro and 
Matthew McGee to change occupancy from two-family to three-family, perform interior/exterior renovations, add 
additional parking space to existing driveway. This building shares a party wall with 3 Oakdale Terraces. The 
proposal includes a complete renovation. The applicant has agreed to relocate the bulkheads and adhere to an 
easement for a right-of-way for the rear neighbor. The parking spaces should be moved back to space on Oakdale 
Terrace. The Zoning Committee recommends approval subject to the MOU agreed to by neighbors. (4) 36 Cheshire 
Street, a request by Enrique Colbert to remove existing stoop, add footings, construct new front porch; replace five 
windows; repair siding and trim as needed. This replaces the stoop with a new “Greek-Revival” front porch. There 
was a great presentation at the ZC. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. (5) 10 Gayhead and 12 Gayhead 
Street, a request by Carol Head to have a shared driveway for 10 and 12 Gay Head Street to allow off-street parking 
for two vehicles. The City Public Works Department has already approved  curb cut at this location. The Zoning 
Committee recommends approval. (6) 110 Chestnut Avenue, a request by Andrea Bredbeck to construct an 8' x 15' 
shed four feet off of property line. This is a controversial issue because the shed has already been built. The Building 
Department issued a short form, but the inspector inspected and insisted on a long form. The building is not a shed, 
but an 8’ by 15’ by 15’ studio building and there is concern that the studio might become sleeping space on Air BnB. 
Some noted that this should be classified as illegal living space. There is electricity but no plumbing in the building. 
The Zoning Committee recommends approval. (7) 2 Termine Avenue, a request by William Wood to construct a 
14’ x 20’ roof deck, install spiral stairs, install railing system, remove existing chimney, repair roof surface decking, 
and install new roof coverings. This is not controversial issue because it is only visible by the uphill neighbors who 
were in support. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. Motion by David Baron to accept the 
recommendations of the ZC on all (14-16 Miles Street, 41 Rossmore Road, 19 Oakdale Street, 36 Cheshire Street, 
10 Gayhead and 12 Gayhead Street, and 2 Termine Avenue) except 110 Chestnut Avenue. Seconded by Bernie 
Doherty. Passed 16-0-0. Motion by David Baron to accept the recommendation of the ZC on 110 Chestnut Avenue. 
Seconded by Kyle Smith. Bernie Doherty said that this new building is not a shed; it has a second floor/mezzanine. He 
hoped the Council will vote to deny. Kevin Moloney also hoped the Council will vote to deny, because the applicant 
knew what she was doing and acted in bad faith. Passed 7-5-2 (2 left early).
The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be at 7:00pm on Wednesday, March 2 and March 23 at Farnsworth 
House, 90 South Street. 
c. Election Committee: The Committee met on February 8 by conference call and is putting forth the following 
recommendation. Motion by Kevin Moloney to have the JPNC neighborhood election on Saturday, April 30 from 



10:00am to 5:00pm with polling places at Stop & Shop, JP Licks and Harvest Co-op; nomination papers to be 
available on March 4 at Connolly Branch Library, Egleston Square Branch Library and Curtis Hall, and must be 
returned by Friday, March 25; the confirmed ballot will be available by April 9. The JP News and JP Gazette to post 
biographies of candidates on April 15 and April 29. Seconded by Bernie Doherty. Passed 14-0-0 (2 left early).
The most important task is to have volunteers for staffing the three polling locations and for ombudspeople.
d. Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Jamey Lionette passed out a sheet on “Just Cause Eviction” in 
Boston. While Boston has a “no-fault eviction” ordinance, the H&DC would like to recommend a ”just cause 
eviction” ordinance for Boston. There is no draft of such an ordinance yet, but hearings will be held in March. 
Motion by Kyle Smith to have the JPNC sign on as an endorser of “Why Just Cause Eviction in Boston.” Seconded 
by Gert Thorn. Dave Baron said that this is really a rent control-type ordinance, because it would require a mediator 
process for these evictions. It would create a tremendous burden for ordinary small landlords. 
Passed 10-3-1 (2 left early)
Also, Jamey Lionette said that a Jobs Subcommittee of the H&DC is being set up to support, enforce and strengthen 
the Boston Jobs Policy. It will doing its work for the next two months. He asked folks to please join. The next 
subcommittee meeting will be at La Rana Rossa. The next meeting of the H&DC will take place on Tuesday, 
March 16 at 6:30pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street.
e. Environment, Parks and Energy Committee (EPE): No report.
VII. New Business: 
- Kevin Moloney said that State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez has been invited to attend and speak at the March JPNC 
meeting.
- It has been reported by Phil Cohen of the Boston Redevelopment Authority that Goddard House has not increased 
the number of units of affordable housing. It is still 13% and at 70% or lower Area Median Income (AMI).

Meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm.
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, March 22, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Monday, March 14, 2016 at 6:30PM, JP Licks, 659 Centre Street

 (subsequently moved to 5:30pm) 


