
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
December 27, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Kevin Rainsford, and 
Carolyn Royce.
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, George Lee, Carmel Levy, Jaclyn Youngblood, Alan Benenfeld, DB Reiff (City 
Councillor Annissa Essaibi-George’s Office), Natalie Kaufman (Office of  State Rep. Liz Malia), and Richard Heath 
(Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:18pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1. Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2. Approval of November minutes: David Baron offered a correction to the November 22 minutes: In Section 
4.3 Zoning Committee, the last paragraph should start “David Baron submitted five recommendations with map as 
to the zoning aspects of Plan:JP/Rox.” , and then strike everything until “Motion by David Baron to approve the 
five submitted recommendations.”  Since there is no JPNC quorum at tonight’s meeting, the amended November 
minutes will be considered at the January 2017 JPNC meeting. Sense of the Meeting to approve the November 22, 
2016 minutes, as corrected. Passed 6-0-0.
3. Announcements: 
3.1.  Council vacancies: Kevin Moloney said that there are four JPNC seats still vacant: two in Area A, one in 
Area B, and one At-Large. Carmel Levy said that he would like to join the Neighborhood Council. He has lived at 
5 Adelaide Street for two years. (5 Adelaide Street is in Area C, on the border with Area B across the street.) He is 
under thirty years old and has attended meetings at the Public Service Committee and the Zoning Committee. He is 
most interested in WiFi access. He also said that Question 4 (marijuana legalization) will afford residents an 
opportunity to weigh in on licensing marijuana shops and dispensaries. Mr. Levy was invited to come back to the 
January 24 meeting.
3.2. Other Announcements:
- Carolyn Royce wanted to thank Councillor Matt O’Malley for working to get the Gas Leaks Ordinance passed this 
year by the Boston City Council.
- Dana Gonsalves announced that the smokestack at The Brewery will be getting its missing letters added in a 
sculpture installation tomorrow, December 28. The “HAF” will be added back to finish the words “Haffenreffer 
Brewers”.
4. Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
4.1.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee met on Monday, December 12 at Farnsworth House for a presentation by Criterion Development 
Partners, developers of The Residences at Forest Hills (former LAZ Parking site). This is for 252 rental units plus 
retail across from Forest Hills T stop.
Ms. Royce said that since the newest draft of Plan:JP/Rox has changed the language on affordability, the H&DC is 
asking that a different letter be sent to Brian Golden, director of the Boston Planning and Development Agency 
(BPDA). She distributed a written draft to members. Sense of the Meeting to approve the draft letter. During 
discussion, David Baron asked for stronger language commending the BPDA on this unprecedented policy of setting 
an affordability goal for a planning area, Stronger language was added. Passed 5-0-1. [A vote of the JPNC Executive 
Committee, five members present, was then held and passed this as a motion made by Carolyn Royce and seconded 
by Michael Reiskind.]
The next meeting of the H&DC will be on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street.
4.2.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE):  Sense of the Meeting to refer to the Executive 
Committee the submitted draft with two recommendations from the EPE for a change in Article 7 of the JPNC 
by-laws relating to the mandate of the Environment, Parks & Energy Committee and for a change in its quorum for 
Committee meetings. Passed 6-0-0. [A vote of the JPNC Executive Committee, five members present, was then held 
and passed this as a motion made by Kevin Moloney and seconded by Bernie Doherty.]
The next meeting of the EPE Committee will be on January 12, 2017 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
4.3.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Public Service Committee met on 
December 6. There was one license request on the agenda. It was a request of “Espresso Yourself” for a new coffee 
shop at 767 Centre Street (former UForge Gallery space). While this is close to Dunkin’ Donuts and Caffè Nero, the 
owners said that they will have a different niche of customers and the business will be successful. They are also 
requesting take-out at this time in case the City of Boston decides this business requires a variance. Sense of the 
Meeting that the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council support the petition of Feruz Tairov, doing business as 
"Espresso Yourself", at 767 Centre Street for a Seven-Day Common Victualler License with the hours of 6:00am to 



9:00pm with take-out, with Feruz Tairov as manager, with the proviso that the take-out use will stay with the 
current business tenant at 767 Centre Street, Feruz Tairov, doing business as "Espresso Yourself". Passed 6-0-0. 
The next meeting of the Public Service will be on January 3, 2017 at 7:00pm at Curtis Hall.
4.4.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Committee Chair Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met on 
December 7 and December 21. Four matters were considered and three need a vote by the JPNC. One item, 
19 Cheshire Street, was only a request for comments for design review as it was in a Neighborhood Design Overlay 
District (NDOD). The comments were to preserve the existing trees and expand off-street parking if possible 
without a variance. The three items needing a vote are: 1) 5 McBride Street, a request by TGJP, LLC, to raze 
existing building and construct new four-story mixed use building with 11 residential units, one ground-floor 
commercial space, and 12 parking spaces as per plans. This project has come multiple times to the ZC. The 
developer is the same developer as 14 McBride Street, their related development. The first proposal had a five-story 
building that was reduced. The developer also agreed to combine the two related projects for the purpose of triggering  
required affordable units. They are now proposing to have two affordable units at 80% Area Median Income (AMI). 
The developer also did quite a bit of mitigation for abutters, sent a letter to the rear abutter, and gave assurances 
related to construction impacts. There were still concerns about the design, so the developer has been asked to 
submit to design review. The ZC recommends approval provided the developer (1) includes, as agreed, two units 
affordable at 80% AMI, (2) makes written assurances to neighbor on several points, (3) starts no demolition before 
9:00am, and (4) submits to BPDA for design review. 2) 196 Chestnut Avenue, Unit L, a request by Deborah 
McLennan, to replace existing deck with 17’6” x 12’ deck at rear of property. This request is the same as previous 
deck replacements from other units in this building. This is a big building and all units need a variance every time 
they replace a deck. The ZC recommends approval. 3) 68 Boynton Street, a request by Eve Belfer Ahearn, to 
change occupancy from single-family to two-family dwelling and create off-street parking; add new entry doors, 
stove on first floor, as per plans. This proposal does not change the building envelope nor the exterior design. It will 
also add off-street parking. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. Sense of the Meeting to approve the 
three recommendations on 5 McBride Street, 196 Chestnut Avenue, Unit L, and 68 Boynton Street. Passed 6-0-0. 
[A vote of the JPNC Executive Committee, five members present, was then held and passed this as a motion made 
by David Baron and seconded by Michael Reiskind.]
David Baron also submitted a draft letter as a follow-up to the November 29, 2016 letter to the director of the 
Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) requesting that the BPDA take the actions and make the 
amendments to the Plan:JP/Rox draft plan set forth in the previous letter. This will emphasize that community 
process be written into the new Plan:JP/Rox. Sense of the Meeting to approve sending the letter to the BPDA 
director. Passed 5-0-1. [A vote of the JPNC Executive Committee, five members present, was then held and passed 
this as a motion made by David Baron and seconded by Michael Reiskind.]
The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be on January 4, 2017 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. On the 
agenda will be 76 Stonley Road and an informational presentation by Criterion Development Partners, developers of 
The Residences at Forest Hills.
5. New Business: 
- Bernard Doherty said that he is the JPNC representative on the Impact Advisory Group (IAG) for The Residences 
at Forest Hills project. He reported that this is a 5-storey project with 140 parking spaces, 119 inside and 21 outside 
on a surface lot. The buildings are being pulled back from the street and there is a good design of the green space. He 
thought that the developer is exhibiting a good-faith effort to bring in affordable units - around 50 affordable units at 
70% AMI.
- Kevin Moloney said that he will be inviting public officials to attend and speak at JPNC meetings in 2017. State 
Rep. Liz Malia will be invited for February, State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez will be invited for March, City Councillor 
Matt O’Malley will be invited for April, State Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz will be invited for May. Mr. Moloney will also 
invite the four At-Large City Councillors. Bernard Doherty asked whether we could also invite City Department 
heads such as Brian Golden of the Boston Planning and Development Agency.
6. Adjournment: Motion by Bernard Doherty to adjourn the December 2016 JPNC meeting. Passed 6-0-0  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, January 19, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


