
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
August 22, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Michael Reiskind, Robin Cheung, Jacob Glickel, Eric Herot, 
Kelly Vaughan Husid, Carmel Levy, Bruce Marks, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, and Meg Wood.
Other attendees: Sarah Freeman, Dana Gonsalves, Daniel Faber, Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt 
O’Malley’s Office), Will Poff-Webster (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Natalie Kaufman (Office of State 
Rep. Liz Malia), Stephen Coakley (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), and Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:20pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves and aides to public officials introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of July minutes: Motion by Carmel Levy to approve the July 25, 2017 minutes. Seconded by 
Carolyn Royce. Passed 11-0-1.
3.  Announcements: None
4.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
4.1.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Kyle Smith reported that the Zoning Committee met on August 16. Four matters 
were considered on that date and three matters need a vote of the JPNC. The fourth matter was 36-36A Haverford 
Street, which was put off for a second meeting in September. The three matters needing approval are: 
1) 350 Jamaicaway (the Curley House), a request by the Emerald Necklace Conservancy (ENC) to change use from 
single-family dwelling to office use with accessory cultural uses such as educational displays/programs and house tours. 
Everyone at the meeting was in support, with folks thinking that office use by the ENC was the the best use possible. 
There are only one or two employees who would drive to work. The Jamaica Pond Association voted not to oppose. 
The recommendation of the ZC was to approve, with the proviso that the use be limited to the applicant and 
proposed tenant, The Emerald Necklace Conservancy. 2) 250 Centre Street, a request by The Community Builders 
to construct 112 units of mixed-income rental housing, first floor retail, and 50 enclosed parking spaces. These were 
complaints that the applicant couldn’t give a breakdown of the number of bedrooms for the affordable units. The 
recommendation of the ZC was to approve. 3) 11 Robinwood Avenue, a request by Tim and Sara Becker to construct 
new front dormer in existing single-family residence; full interior renovation and partial exterior renovation. The 
main issue discussed was the location of the off-street parking, which will be off to the right side in the front of the 
parcel, built out of the high stone retaining wall. The recommendation of the ZC was to approve. Motion by Kevin 
Moloney to approve the recommendation on 350 Jamaicaway with the proviso. Seconded by Carolyn Royce. 
Passed 12-0-0. Motion by Kevin Moloney to approve the recommendation on 250 Centre Street. Seconded by 
Carmel Levy. There were questions by Bruce Marks about the height and percentage of affordability. Passed 11-0-1. 
Motion by Kevin Moloney to approve the recommendation on 11 Robinwood Avenue. Seconded by Carmel Levy. 
Passed 9-2-1. 
There was an additional motion by Kevin Moloney to send a letter to the City of Boston’s George Robert White 
Fund, owners of the Curley House, urging them to enter into a lease with the Emerald Necklace Conservancy for a 
term of at least ten years at the Curley House. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 12-0-0.
On August 30, the Committee will meet with members of the Plan:JP/Rox Advisory Group to discuss the zoning 
aspects of the Plan. The next meetings of the ZC after that will be on Wednesday, September 6 and September 20.
4.2.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing & Development 
Committee did not meet in August. She gave an update on MassDOT’s disposal of seven parcels in Jamaica Plain. 
The Housing & Development Committee sent in comments asking for three changes in the Request for Proposals 
(RFP) and two were accepted. The final RFP can be seen at the JPNC website, www.jpnc.org. There will be a pre-bid 
on-site meeting on Wednesday, September 13 at 12noon.
The next meeting of the H&DC will be on Tuesday, September 19 at 7:00pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green 
Street. Cooperative housing will be discussed.
4.3.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): In  the absence of Priscilla Yang, Kevin Moloney gave a  
report on the Community Choice Energy Aggregation Program now pending before the Boston City Council. 
Motion by Carmel Levy to send a letter to all City Councillors in support of City Council efforts to explore the 
implementation of a Community Choice Energy Aggregation Program for the city of Boston. Seconded by Bruce 
Marks. Some members said that this issue is more complicated than it first appears and more deliberation is needed. 
Tabled to the September meeting for more discussion.
Motion by Carmel Levy to sponsor a series of Fixit Clinics with the next one to be held on September 23, 2017. 
Seconded by Bruce Marks. Passed 12-0-0. The succeeding Fixit Clinic will be on Saturday, January 27, 2018 at the 
JP Branch Library, 30 South Street. 
The next meeting of the EPE will be on Thursday, September 21 at 6:00pm at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street 



(subsequently moved to Thursday, September 14 at the same time and place).
4.4.  Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind said that the Public Service Committee did not meet in August. 
There will probably be two or three new restaurant license requests coming up at the next two meetings. 
The next Public Service Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, September 5.
5. New Business: 
- Kevin Moloney reminded everyone that an Ad-Hoc Election Committee needs to be set up soon to enable the JP 
Neighborhood Council to run its biennial election in the spring of 2018. There is a lot of work involved.
- Carmel Levy offered to help make a Twitter handle for the JP Neighborhood Council so that residents can follow 
development projects as well as upcoming meeting agendas and past meeting minutes. It can be linked so that 
information from the JPNC Facebook page can also appear on Twitter.
- The Massachusetts Patient Foundation (MPF), proposing a medical marijuana facility at 54 Hyde Park Avenue, is 
planning on having their follow-up meetings after Labor Day. Claire Kelly, who had been helping MPF, is no longer 
working on their behalf.
- Eric Herot asked again if the minutes from the JPNC monthly meetings could be made available earlier.
- It was announced that Centre Street Partners (The Community Builders, Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development 
Corporation and Urban Edge) has been chosen to complete Phase One at the Mildred C. Hailey Apartments 
redevelopment.
- There was a good amount of discussion on the commitment to not allow short-term rentals made by the developer 
of  105A So. Huntington Avenue (Serenity Apartments). Bruce Marks and Kyle Smith asked about follow-up on the 
JPNC letter to the Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) sent in June which asked about this issue and 
commitments by the developer on affordable housing and community benefits. In addition, it seems that the Impact 
Advisory Group members were not given the required fifteen days to review the draft Cooperation Agreement and 
provide comment. The JPNC should discuss these issues further in September. Motion by Bruce Marks to write a 
followup letter to the BPDA asking for a response about these three issues of short-term rentals, affordable housing 
commitments, and community benefits at 105A So. Huntington Avenue. Seconded by Kyle Smith. Passed 9-0-3.
6. Adjournment: Motion by Carmel Levy to adjourn the August 2017 JPNC meeting. Passed 12-0-0.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:19pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, September 26, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, September 21, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


