
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
August 30, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, David Baron, Robin Cheung, Jacob Glickel, Kevin Leary, 
Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Peter Steiger, Meg Wood, and Priscilla Yang.
Other attendees: Alan Benenfeld, Andrea Howley, Ann Stillman, James Stillman, George Lee, Todd Cosentino, 
Mary Birnbaum, Dottie Farrell, Celeste Walker, Clay Harper, Claire Barker, Sarah Freeman, Wendy Waldstein, 
Carmel Levy, Rosemary Jones, Jaclyn Youngblood, Judy Wang, Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s 
Office), and Collin Fedor (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez).
Meeting called to order at 7:10pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1. Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2. Status of four Massachusetts DCR projects for Jamaica Plain: Collin Fedor, from Rep. Sánchez's Office, 
spoke about the status of four Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) projects for 
Jamaica Plain: (1) Perkins Street/Parkman Drive Accessibility improvements; (2) Centre Street improvements from 
the VFW Parkway to Murray Circle; (3) Arborway improvements from Kelley Circle to Murray Circle; and, (4) 
Speed limit signs along the Arborway. On behalf of Rep. Sánchez, he requested the Council to write to the new DCR 
Commissioner asking him, together with DCR staff and outside consultants, to conduct one or more community 
meetings in Jamaica Plain this fall on the status of each of these projects. Mr. Fedor then answered questions from 
Council members and others in attendance and, upon motion made and seconded, and after discussion among the 
members, it was voted to send the requested letter to the DCR Commissioner with copies of it to other relevant 
elected and appointed officials.
3. Approval of July minutes: As the Clerk was out of state on vacation, review and approval of the July 26 
meeting minutes will be on the agenda for the September Council meeting.
4. Announcements: Council vacancies: Kevin Moloney announced that there are the following Council 
vacancies: Area A: two; Area B: one; At-Large: one. He invited any persons interested to contact a Council member.
5. Approval of Environment, Parks & Energy (EPE) Committee Officers: Upon motion made and seconded, it 
was voted that Priscilla Yang and Peter Steiger be approved as Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, of the 
EPE Committee. 
6. Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
6.1.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Committee Chair Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met at 
Farnsworth House on July 27, August 10 and August 24. Six matters were considered and five need a vote by the 
JPNC: 1) 104 Brookley Road, a request by Andytown Development LLC, to construct a new 3-family residence on a 
currently empty lot. After several community meetings and substantive changes in the design, the Zoning 
Committee recommends approval with recommendation of construction plan. 2) 85 Dunster Road, a request by 
Mike Lapham, to construct a second floor addition in place of an existing porch. With the Jamaica Pond 
Association having no objection, the Zoning Committee recommends approval. 3) 19-21 Chestnut Square, a request 
by Wim Dekok, to create two off-street parking spaces (curb cut approval). The Zoning Committee recommends 
approval with provisos that limit to two non-tandem spaces and planters/plantings to be installed in front of front 
stairs and existing temporary pavement to be removed. 4) 31 Bardwell Street, a request by Ellen and Adam Zilcoski, 
to construct new roof dormer in connection with renovation of existing third floor, including plumbing, electrical, 
HVAC upgrade and replacement of windows and doors. The Zoning Committee recommends approval. Upon motion 
made and seconded, and after discussion among the members, it was voted to approve each of the above four 
recommendations - 104 Brookley Road, 85 Dunster Road, 19-21 Chestnut Square, and 31 Bardwell Street. Because of 
the significance of the Goddard House, the fifth matter was considered separately. 
5) 201-205 South Huntington Avenue and 221 South Huntington Avenue, a request by Eden Properties and Samuels 
& Associates, to rehabilitate and expand the existing structure to convert it to residential use and to construct a new 
freestanding multi-family residential building at the southern portion of the site fronting on South Huntington 
Avenue with a view corridor between the structures, so as to provide 167 apartments with associated parking and 
open space improvements. Because the project was designed to comply with the new amendments of Article 55 of 
the Zoning Code, no variances are required and the project satisfies the applicable requirements for affordability. 
However, because part of the project construction work is within the Arborway Greenbelt Protection Overlay 
District (GPOD), a GPOD permit is required. The Committee recommends approval of a GPOD permit. Upon 
motion made and seconded, and after discussion among the members, it was voted to approve recommendation for a 
GPOD permit at 201-205 South Huntington Avenue and 221 South Huntington Avenue.
6.2.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Committee Chair Carolyn Royce reported that the Housing 
& Development Committee met regarding the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) draft Plan:JP/Rox. She 
requested that the Council authorize a letter to be sent to the relevant decision-making officials at the BRA and to 



the mayor as per a draft letter that she had furnished to Council members. The draft letter set forth four deficiencies 
in the draft plan: (1) Affordability: Economic diversity, a key goal for JP will not be met under the draft plan; (2) 
Design Guidelines: The design guidelines - setbacks, step-backs and open space requirements - need to be strengthened 
and respected; (3) Transportation Improvements: The draft plan does not include any plans from the city's 
Transportation Department and Public Works Department to provide any of the draft plan's recommendation for 
transportation improvements; and, (4) Good Jobs Opportunity: The draft plan fails to include sufficient plans for a 
good jobs that pay a family-sustaining wage and benefits. After discussion among the members and with some of the 
attendees, upon motion made and seconded, it was voted to authorize the requested letter but with revisions to take 
into account the points made by the members and the attendees. 
Committee Vice-Chair Kevin Rainsford reported on the ongoing work of the Committee on the Arborway Yard and 
the recent Committee meeting with representatives of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA), 
Massachusetts Highway Department (MassDOT), City of Boston officials and elected public officials as to the status 
of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Community Planning Committee for the Arborway Yard 
(CPCAY) and the City and that between the City and the MBTA especially as to the agreement for the MBTA to 
transfer to the City for community use not less than eight acres of the site.
6.3.  Public Service Committee: The Public Service Committee did not meet in August. 
6.4.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Committee Chair Priscilla Yang reported that the 
Committee met on August 18. She requested that in addition to the three ex-officio Council officers and Priscilla 
Yang, EPE Chair, and Peter Steiger, EPE Vice Chair, that the following also be approved as EPE members: 

Name Address Occupation
Jake Glickel Glade Avenue MassPort planner 
Sarah Freeman  Arborway Public Health 
Gerry Wright  St. John Street Ecologist 
Monica Salas Lamartine Street Nutrition coach, cook

Upon motion made and seconded, it was voted that the above-named be approved as members of the EPE 
Committee. Priscilla Yang also reported that the EPE Committee planned on having a Committee member attend 
the September meeting of the West Roxbury Neighborhood Council that will consider the 20-unit project proposed 
for the Allandale Woods. Because access to and from the proposed project will be on JP's Allandale Street, David 
Baron said that the JPNC Zoning Committee will consider this project at its September 21, 2016, meeting. 
Priscilla Yang requested, and it was the consensus of the Council members, that the EPE Committee should be 
invited to comment on EPE issues on projects coming before the Zoning and H&D Committees. She also reported 
that the EPE Committee members are reviewing the charter of the Committee set out in the by-laws to see if any 
amendments should be considered by the Council.
7. New Business:
7.1  Policy adopted: Upon motion made and seconded, and after discussion among the members, it was voted to 
adopt as policy of the Council that the chairs of the Council committees who intend to request at the next full 
Council meeting votes on committee recommendations, shall furnish electronically to the members of the Executive 
Committee prior to the monthly meeting of the Executive Committee, the text of each such proposed vote, for 
inclusion in the Council meeting agenda to be published in advance of the Council meeting.
7.2. Policy adopted: Upon motion made and seconded, and after discussion among the members, it was voted to 
adopt as policy of the Council that Council members are expected to attend one or more community or association 
meetings in their respective areas each month.
7.3. Amendment of the bylaws: Upon motion made and seconded, and after discussion among the members, it was 
voted to refer to the Executive Committee for a recommendation the following proposal for amendment of the by-
laws: Striking out the second paragraph of Article 12 and substituting therefor the following (proposed changes 
indicated in bold): Members, officers and committee Chairs and committee members may be removed by the 
Council only for good cause shown. "Good cause shown" shall include, but not be limited to, absence from three 
consecutive regularly scheduled Council or committee meetings, persistent non-participation in committee work, or 
absence from more than five regularly scheduled Council or committee meetings in the prior twelve months. 
Following the presentation of reason or reasons for removal of a member, officer or committee Chair or 
committee member at a regular Council meeting, the Council shall vote on whether to consider removal. If the 
member being considered for removal is not present at that meeting, written notice of the Council vote shall be 
delivered to the member or sent via registered or certified mail within ten days of the Council meeting. After any 
vote by the Council to consider removal of a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member the 
individual who is the subject of the vote shall be given an opportunity to resign at or before the next regular Council 
meeting. Removal of a member, officer or committee Chair or committee member shall be by a two-thirds vote of 
those present at the following regular Council meeting provided there is a quorum present at the time of the vote.
8. Adjournment: Upon motion made and seconded, it was voted to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm. 



Minutes submitted by Kevin Moloney.
Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, September 27, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House

Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, September 22, 2016 at 7:00PM, at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


