
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
April 25, 2017 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Bernard Doherty, Michael Reiskind, Robin Cheung, Jacob Glickel, 
Max Glikman, Eric Herot, Kevin Leary, Carmel Levy, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, 
Jeffrey Wiesner, and Meg Wood.
Other attendees: Dana Gonsalves, Susan Pranger, Dan Thomas, Marie Turley, Omer Hecht, Mel Asiamah, 
Twyla Schran, Sarah Freeman, Jonah Rapino, Lisa Thompson, Alan Benenfeld, Helen Matthews, Dick Monk, 
Rachel Paxton, Amanda Alvarez (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey Sánchez), DB Reiff (City Councillor Annissa Essaibi-
George’s Office), Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), City Councillor Matt O’Malley, and 
Richard Heath (Boston Bulletin).          
Meeting called to order at 7:12pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
1.  Introductions: Council members introduced themselves.
2.  Approval of March minutes: Motion by Bernard Doherty to approve the March 28, 2017 minutes. Seconded 
by Max Glikman. Passed 10-0-1 (3 came late).
3.  Councillor Matt O’Malley: City Councillor Matt O’Malley said that since the results of the 2016 presidential 
election, he has seen an upsurge in civic engagement. Mr. O’Malley has now served seven years on the City Council 
and chairs the Committee on Environment and Sustainability. Legislation passed last year included a Gas Leaks 
Ordinance, the first in the Commonwealth for reaching gas leaks. The proposed Plastic Bag Ordinance has been 
stalled and is still in flux. An ordinance on Energy Choice had a working session today (April 25). This would 
deregulate energy to enable consumers to keep their delivery provider (Eversource), but increase the choice of 
producers from 11% to 25% and can lower costs. The new addition to the JP Branch Library will open on May 20, 
with a grand opening party on Friday, May 5. Funding has been authorized for Jamaica Pond - $4.7Million (furniture 
and pathways around the Pond), for Hernandez schoolyard - $1.25Million, Hyde Square improvements with new 
artwork, and Engine 42 Firehouse in Egleston Square. Councillor O’Malley said that the promises at the Arborway 
Yard need to be fulfilled by the MBTA and Plan:JP/Rox needs to be completed.
Questions from members were: Carolyn Royce asked about the status of the transportation study for Plan:JP/Rox. 
Councillor O’Malley is pushing to get this done and is hopeful if the community keeps up the pressure. Carmel Levy 
asked whether Jamaica Plain attracts a larger than fair share of development. The Councillor said that Jamaica Plain, 
South Boston, East Boston and maybe the South End are the leading neighborhoods. This is because JP has good 
public transit accessibility. Eric Herot asked about a parking survey for JP. The City’s answer is that they are 
planning a parking census for the whole City which will count public and private parking spots to help answer 
questions about Transit Oriented Development (TOD). Bernie Doherty said such a survey is needed because of the 
increased development in the neighborhood. Kevin Moloney followed up about the long-standing request to obtain 
funding for design work to extend the JP South/Hyde/Jackson Design Projects from Hyde Square to Forest Hills. The 
City offered a meeting on March 21, which was useless, and e-mails have not elicited a response. There are five 
neighborhood groups asking. $850,000 is needed. Councillor O’Malley promised to contact Jerome Smith, the City’s 
Chief of Civic Engagement. Kyle Smith asked about the proposals by the Boston Housing Authority to redo the 
Bromley-Heath (Mildred Hailey Apts.) and 125 Amory Street Developments. The chosen developers have to come 
up with ideas for subsidies. The new Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) will probably not help. 
The newly-passed Community Preservation Act (CPA) might be a bit of a help. Councillor O’Malley said that the 
tenants at Mildred Hailey Apartments endorse the redevelopment. Eric Herot asked about the ideas of putting in  
parking meters or charging for Resident Parking stickers. Marie Turley and Sarah Freeman followed up and asked the 
City to be sensitive to residents who work at low-paying jobs or two jobs. There should be more subsidies for MBTA 
passes, Hubway, Zipcar, Uber and Lyft.
4.  Announcements: 
- The annual restocking of Jamaica Pond will be this Thursday, April 27. The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife will stock the Pond with about a thousand trout.
- There will be a rededication of the Sara Otis Ernst stained glass “Black Madonna” window at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church on Sunday, April 30 at 1:00pm.
- On Wednesday, April 26, there will be a celebration of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 195th Birthday starting at 6:30pm 
at the First Church, Unitarian Universalist, Centre and Eliot Street.
- The 11th annual Park Serve Day is Saturday, April 29. Main gathering space for the Charles River Reservation is at 
the Boston Esplanade Oval. Clean up times run from 9am to 12noon.
- The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) improvements at Parkman Drive/Perkins Street were 
approved today by the Boston Landmarks Commission.



5.  Committee Reports/Recommendations: 
5.1.  Zoning Committee (ZC): Kyle Smith reported that the Zoning Committee met on April 5 and April 12. 
Three matters were considered and only two votes are needed from the JPNC because one matter had a tie vote in 
the Zoning Committee. 1) 162-172 South Street, a request by East Coast Floating Inc., to convert an existing 
convenience store into a health and wellness spa. There was a lot of discussion on this matter. The recommendation 
of the ZC was to approve, with the proviso that the allowed use stay only with the current business tenant at 162-
172 South Street, East Coast Floating Inc., doing business as "Cloud9 Float Therapy". There may be additional 
licenses needed for this use. 2) 15 Revere Street, a request by Je Lee and Walid Atia to convert a two-family 
residence to a single-family residence; renovate the basement to add a bathroom and create additional finished space. 
The Floor Area Ratio (FAR) is increased because of the expansion into the basement. The recommendation of the 
ZC was to approve. Motion by Kyle Smith to approve the recommendations on 162-172 South Street with proviso, 
and 15 Revere Street. Seconded by Kevin Leary. Passed 14-0-0. 3) 211 Green Street/3353 Washington Street, a 
request by Mordechai Levin to construct a new six-story building with 45 residential units, ground-level parking 
garage, and ground-level retail. Since there was a tie vote in the Zoning Committee, there is no recommendation 
from the Committee.
There is now one opening on the Zoning Committee and Carmel Levy made a motion to add Max Glikman of 
7 Glenvale Terrace as a Council member of the Zoning Committee. Seconded by Kyle Smith. 
Passed 12-0-0 (2 left early).
The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be on May 3 at 7:00pm at Farnsworth House. On the agenda will be 
1785 Columbus Avenue (construct new social services office building with café space and 157 parking spaces).
5.2.  Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): Carolyn Royce and Kevin Rainsford reported that the 
Housing & Development Committee met on April 18 at the Bowditch School and discussed three issues: 1) Arborway 
Yard. A "Not-So-Sweet 16" Birthday Party for the Arborway Yard was held on Sunday, April 23. There were about 
forty people there. Councillor Matt O’Malley and State Representative Liz Malia spoke about the 16 years of non-
action at the Arborway yard. The next step is to get the project in the state’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).
2) Mildred Hailey Apts.: Phase I of the redevelopment of the Mildred Hailey Apartments involves 6 acres, 231 
apartments and the Anna M. Cole Center. The Cole Center will be first. The plan is to build two new market-rate 
units for each affordable unit rehabbed. A management team has not yet been chosen.
3) 211 Green Street/3353 Washington Street: Carolyn Royce reported that the developer came to the H&DC in 
May 2016. She said that the proposal does not meet the Committee’s goal of 25% affordable units, and does not 
meet the guidelines of the newly proposed Plan:JP/Rox either. Motion by Carolyn Royce to deny the request by 211 
Green Street/3353 Washington Street for zoning relief based on lack of affordability and not meeting the 
Plan:JP/Rox guidelines. Seconded by Max Glikman. There was extensive discussion on this motion. Jake Glickel 
asked about the process of the JPNC voting on a Housing & Development Committee recommendation from so 
many months ago. The project has changed and is now at 17%-18% affordability at the request of the Boston 
Planning and Development Agency. Comments from the large audience were: The City is starting to interpret 
Plan:JP/Rox in a very convoluted way. Instead of following existing zoning guidelines on setbacks, they are lowering 
the standards or ignoring them in negotiations with developers. A petition was presented with names of 68 residents 
opposing the project, wanting deeper affordability at the level of 40% of number of units in Density Bonus Area 
(DBA) projects. Audience members reported that folks were losing their businesses because of quickly-rising rents. 
The City should add new housing, but not as quickly as is happening in JP. There was a lack of community 
participation on projects like these that started before Plan:JP/Rox. There was petition presented from Union 
Avenue with names of 64 people opposing the project. The retail and commercial spaces are too small to 
accommodate the number of new residents being proposed. Green Street was said to be too narrow for this large 
development. Passed 9-3-0 (2 left early).
The next meeting of the H&DC will be on Tuesday, May 16 at 7pm at the Bowditch School, 82 Green Street. 
5.3.  Environment, Parks & Energy Committee (EPE): Because of time constraints, Priscilla Yang submitted a 
written report of the EPE Committee meeting on April 19 which discussed locations and volunteers for a Fixit 
Clinic, Dog Park possible location at the Anson Street hockey rink, and the improvements at Parkman and Perkins. 
The next meeting of the EPE Committee will be on Thursday, May 25 at 6:00pm at JP Licks.
5.4.  Public Service Committee: No report
6. New Business: None
7. Adjournment: Motion by Kevin Moloney to adjourn the April 2017 JPNC meeting. 
Passed 12-0-0 (2 left early). The meeting was adjourned at 9:02pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind.

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Thursday, May 18, 2017 at 7:00PM at JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


