
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council
April 26, 2016 Minutes

JPNC Attendance: Kevin Moloney, Gerard O’Connor, Michael Reiskind, David Baron, Anne Barrett, 
Bernard Doherty, Dana Gonsalves, Kristy Nardone, Kevin Rainsford, Carolyn Royce, Kyle Smith, Gert Thorn, 
Jeffrey Wiesner, Priscilla Yang, and Sebastian Zapata.
Other attendees: Alan Benenfeld, Heidi Burbridge, Cassie White Allan Ihrer, Catherine White, Sen. Sonia Chang-
Diaz, Andrew Baldizon (City Councillor Matt O’Malley’s Office), Joshua McFadden (Office of State Rep. Jeffrey 
Sánchez), and Richard Heath (JP News).
Meeting called to order at 7:12pm by Kevin Moloney at Farnsworth House.
I. Introductions: Council members and other attendees introduced themselves.
II. Approval of March minutes: In the first announcement, it was Dana Gonsalves who made the announcement 
and offered the tickets for the Julia Martin House. The Porchfest will be on July 9. Motion by Bernie Doherty to 
approve the March 22, 2016 minutes as amended. Seconded by Dana Gonsalves. Passed 12-0-1 (2 late).
III. Announcements:
- The next Plan:JP/Rox meeting will be on Wednesday, May 11 at English High School starting at 5:30pm.
- Dana Gonsalves announced that the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation will have its annual 
meeting on June 2 at the Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Hall, 45 Brookside Avenue from 6pm to 9pm.
- Kevin Moloney said that Councillor O’Malley gave strong support to the request to complete the design work of 
the streetscape improvements on Centre and South Streets. The Councillor said that more At-Large Councillors are 
needed to continue the funding; Councillors Essaibi-George and Pressley have recently given their support. The 
advocates have a meeting with Councillor Wu soon and Councillor Flaherty has been contacted.
IV. Preparations for Council Election: The JPNC neighborhood election will be this Saturday, April 30 from 
10:00am to 5:00pm at three polling locations - Stop & Shop, JP Licks and Harvest Co-op. The Ombudspersons are 
Dottie Farrell, Alan Benenfeld, Pam Bender, Marie Turley, and Rosemary Jones. We still need volunteers fluent in 
Spanish to be on call by phone during the polling hours. Sebastian Zapata volunteered to be available during polling 
hours and offered his cell phone number. Also needed are teams to set up the polling places.
V. Committee Reports:
a. Zoning Committee (ZC): Dave Baron reported that the Zoning Committee met at Farnsworth House on March 
27 and April 6. Because several requests were deferred by the applicants, only one issue needs a vote by the JPNC: 
1) 3859 Washington Street, a request by the Mosaic School (as agents for the owner F. P. Davis Monumental 
Works) to construct an addition to the existing building and change occupancy to include day care for 102 children 
from ages of 2.9 years old to 5 years old. This is mostly day care for the Mosaic School that is now at Hope Central 
Church on Seaverns Avenue. They will start smaller and grow slowly to 102 children. There was support from folks 
affiliated with the School. There was a promise from the property owner that the gravestones would be displayed 
only inside the building, and traffic plans would keep the day care traffic completely separate and on the other side 
of the building from the Davis Monument and electrical supply company. The Zoning Committee recommends 
approval. 2) 74 Moraine Street, a request by Cheung K. Yu (as agent for the owner Chen Hui Song) to extend living 
space into the attic per plans. This issue was not controversial. The Zoning Committee recommended approval. 
This application was heard by the Zoning Board of Appeal this morning, so no vote is needed from the JPNC. 
3) 561-579 Centre Street, a request by Mohamed Hassan, doing business as JP Mart, for a change of occupancy from 
gas station with auto shop to gas station with convenience store. The convenience store addition was built at-risk 
and there has been opposition from the neighbors because of increased noise and traffic. The applicant has asked for 
a deferral on his request and no vote is needed at this time. In the meantime, the convenience store has been 
operating. Bernie Doherty took offense at the operation of the convenience store without zoning relief. Motion by 
David Baron to accept the recommendations of the ZC on 3859 Washington Street only. Seconded by Kyle Smith. 
Passed 14-0-1. The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be at 7:00pm on Wednesday, May 4 at Farnsworth 
House, 90 South Street. 
b. Public Service Committee: Michael Reiskind reported that the Committee met at Curtis Hall on on April 5. There 
were no neighborhood hearings. The Committee discussed a cigarette butt recycling program and the removal of 
billboards in the business districts. They also started making a list of crosswalks needing painting and streets needing 
repair in Jamaica Plain. Gert Thorn asked that the streets list also be sent to the Commissioner of Public Works with 
a request that they respond.
The next meeting of the Public Service Committee will be on Tuesday, April 5 at 7:00 pm at Curtis Hall.
c. Housing & Development Committee (H&DC): No report.  
[There was a brief recess. Four members left early.]



VI. Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz:  State Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz spoke about the issues she has been working on. Her 
“big pillar” issues are early education and comprehensive criminal justice reform. 
- Early Education: Senator Chang-Diaz is Senate chair of the Joint Committee on Education and early education has 
taken the lion’s share of her time. She strongly believes that high-quality early education is most important for 
closing the income equality gap. Every dollar that can should be spent on early education.
She is advocating for state funding for universal state-wide pre-kindergarten (pre-K) education funded by the city, 
state and federal governments. Chang-Diaz said the state has to prepare for universal pre-K by ramping up 
professional teacher development and capital funding of facilities.
Questions from members were about how the mandate for universal pre-K would work: would the minimum age for 
compulsory attendance in school be lowered? No, six years old would remain. Gert Thorn said one problem is that 
the City of Boston has not applied for available grants to be build new schools; the first new school to be built in the 
City in twenty years is now under construction.
- Criminal Justice Reform: Senator Chang-Diaz said that improvement in the criminal justice system is also 
connected with the education system. Seventy percent of those incarcerated have dropped out of high school. The 
state of Massachusetts spends more on corrections than on the early education system. The Justice Reinvestment 
Act would put reduce spending on corrections and put the savings into prevention. One way it would save on 
corrections is to reduce sentences and allow ex-offenders to apply for drivers licenses. The bill would also raise the 
threshold dollar amount for some felonies making them misdemeanors. This would reduce the prison population.
A third way it would save is to reform mandatory minimum sentencing and give judges more discretion in sentencing.
Sen. Chang Diaz also talked about bail reform, especially a bill by Senator Donnelly that would set up a trust fund to 
pay for programs for ex-offenders and the at-risk population such as high school dropouts.
Jeffrey Wiesner asked whether the diversion statutes could be strengthened (allowing judges to divert first-time 
offenders out of the criminal justice system). Gert Thorn asked why other countries have such a lower rate of 
recidivism than the United States.
- Sen. Chang Diaz also mentioned the Transgender Rights Bill. It was first filed by her in 2011. The Senate will take 
it up this session, but the question is will the governor sign it?
- Sen. Chang Diaz also said that charter school issues have taken a lot of her time.

VII. New Business: None.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm. 
Minutes submitted by Michael Reiskind

Next JPNC meeting: Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at 7:00PM at Farnsworth House
Next Executive Committee meeting: Monday, May 16, 2016 at 6:30PM, JP Licks, 659 Centre Street


